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Blair  condemns  Road  to  Ruin  campaign  as  ‘greatest  political  retreat  of  modern  times’ 


mi.. 


: • *.JS**"*  ■ * 

-='i 


aid  bill 




.-■-±*i:r*t'.''  - 


CtareDyer 

Lagal  Conwapendent  . 

LE  vbo  lose 
!3  on  civil 
Sid  could 
\ a charge 
n out  on 

' homes  to 

meet  costs,  under  plans  un- 
veiled bf  Lord  Machay,  the 
Loid  Chazicelldr,  yester^y. 

The  unprecedented  prppo^ 
als,  contained  in  a white, 
paper,  form  part  cf  fte  most 
radlc^  shake-iq;>  of  the  l^al 
aid  scheme  since  it  was  iset  14> 
in  1950. 

Under  the  plan  o^  option 
for  collecting-  outstanding 
costsiwonld  he  the  Legal 
Aid  Board  to  take-a-'seci;^ 
mdrtg^ 

home, to  he* 
psdd  wdien  cto  00^  teM 
Legal  aid  win  no  tot^te:  be" 
free  for  anyone.  Even  those 
on  incosie-sitoiKnt  win  h^e 
to  pay  a small  the,  possibly 
£10  qr  £2Q,'  and  pediaps  flu> 
ther  sums  at  key  . stages  of  -the 
case;  - • - - ' 

Lord  Mackay  hopes  to  win 
a slot  for  a bUl  in  the  autumn 
to  bring' in  the  main  elemeots 
of.  the  padrage; . Be.'  said  he 
wanted  a schema  that  “pound 
for  pound  h<^  more  and  bet- 
ter services.'targsts  those  s^- 
vices  -only  bn  cases  that  de- 
serve sapsiert  by ..  the  .tax- 
payer, and-is  folrer  to  the 
cQvonents  oif  legally  • aided 
peoiaer. 

Labour  condemned  the  pro- 
posals as  "*an  29H8-s^le 
rriicHm  t£  .die  legal  aid  sys- 
tem**. Paul  Boateng,  legal  af- 
foirssppkesihan,.said:  “These 
Treasoxy-driven  proposals 
cut  back  on  justice  for  those 
currmiQy  in.  receipt  o£  le^l 
aid,  whilst  doing  nothing  for 
the  many  millions  who 
arao’t," 

In  a move  to  curb  unworthy 
and  trivial  cases,  those  ^lo 
set  state  ftinding  for  civil 


court  cases  will  have  to  con- 
tribute more  to.'ttie  cost.  Lo^ 
ing  litigants  on  l^al  aid  could 
end  up  paying  some  or  all  of 
the  leg^  costs  of  privately 
paying  opponents  trtio  would 
otherwise  suffer  haidship, 
potoibiy  through  thfi  charge, 
on  their  mortgage. 

When  the  plans  are  fully 
Implemiented,  the . solicitors 
providiog  the  service  will  de- 
cide .whether  tte  applicant 
should  get  legal  aid. 

J^bei . Alanley,  vio&cbalr- 
woman  of  the 'Law  Centres  . 
Federation,  said:  ‘Tt  is  flie 
poor^  and  the  vulnerable 
who  wiD  sufiBer  If  these  pro- 
posals are  implemented.” 
Ann  Ahraham,  rWrf  execu- 
.tlye  of  'fhe  Nattoual  Assooa- 
tlOB  nf  Citizens  Advice 
■Bnrcanx,  sacd;j''Tbe'pi:3De  oT 
oondfblltogri^egtf  ^ wSl^hSL 
paid  muiy  tooiismds 
of  peofile.  of  modest  maahs 
Drtro  fi^.that  Justice  is:a  his- 
U17  foeycmmot  afford.*' 

The  human  ri^bts  group 
Liberty  questioned  whether 
the  Govteuxnent  would  con- 
sider cases  against  the  police 
a lalority  under  the  merits 
test  “Even.  If  legal  aid  is 
' granted,  will  the  ptfson  foel 
able  to  sue  if  the  risk  of  losing 
is  they  wHI  have  to  pay  thou- 
sands of  pounds  in  costs?" 
asked  John  Wadham,  Lib- 
erty's director. 

. . The  Government's  plans 
are  for.  implementation  over 
at  least  five  years,  witit  exten- 
sive idiot  schemes.  Labour  op- 
poses ca^  limits  on  legal  aid, 
bathassaidttwo'aldnotpro- 
vi^  more  mcmey  for  legal  aid 
when  inpower. 

Mr  Bpateng  said:  VWe  want 
a new  emifoasis  on  a salari^ 
legal  profession  working  in 
Citizens  Advice  Bureaux  and 
Jaw  centres  alongside 
Street  solicitors  -working 
within  the  context  of  a com- 
munity  l^el  service. ’’ 


Leadw  comment,  page  8 


,A. 


res  on  Tories 


Mawhinni^  says  changed  Labour 
a PR  creation  still  ‘unfit  to  govern’ 


NtehMlWMIe 
PePMcM  warn 

The  Conservative  high 
command  was  bat- 
tling last  ni^t  to  g^ 
Its  latest.  anti-Blalr 
propaganda  offensive  back  on 
course  alter  the  laundi  of  its 
New  Labour)  N^  Danger 
campaign  generated  a mix- 
ture of  outn^  and  ridicule. 

Ihe  thrust  of  foe  hew.ofibn- 
sive  was  to  paint  ^CCTUJair's" 
revamped  puty  as  still  **unfit 
to  govern”  because  its  newly- 
adopted  poUcies  foough 
less  extreme  than  Old 
Labour's  — xrtnild  stifl  inflict 
highitr  taxes-  and.  unemidfly? 
meat  tea  foitahi.  alpi^  with 


trade  union  power  and  tim 
social  chapter. 

Oppoeitiflii  politicians  were 
outraged  by  what  they 
deemed  the  “wholly  negative 
and  puerile  tone*'  of  the  Tory 
gam^igw,  irtiich  was  domi- 
nated ^ an  overambttious 
spoof  version  of  New 
labour’s  manlfosto,  more 
tiian  twice  as  long  as  tta 
10,000-word  genutne  article  to 
be  published  tomorrow. 

I Ihe  Road  to  Ruin,  foe  par- 
^tidy  *01  Blairite  "warm 
words**,  was  widely  jud^ad  to 
I have  missed  its  mark.  It  be- 
I gins;  **nus  is  a manifesto  for 
, a New  Britain.  A One-Nation 
Britain.  A Sodal-ist  Britain. 
A Young  Country.  A Sta^  > 
holder  Brltahi.  A Britain  with ' 


a Stakeholder  ectmcmy  prac- 
tising Stakeholder  politics  in 
a Stakeholder  environment'* 

It  continues  in  airmHar  vein 
over  30  pages  with  alternate 
pages  pozporting  to  josti^ 
the  parody  with  selective  quo- 
tatlODS  from  shadow  ministe- . 
rial  statements  a beljdul 
interiuetation  of  them  by  offi-  - 
dais  from  the  Conservative 
research  departmanL 

Backed  by  an  MAC  Saat- 
rtii.post^  campaign,  foe  la^ 
est  Tory  onslaught  may  cost 
as  much  as  £2  million,  twice 
Inboar’s  £l  minim  ifoad  to 
the  Manifesto  programme. 

Labour's  version  signals 
the  final  run-in  to  ‘foe  -elec- 
tion, probably  next  A^H  or 
btey.  and  Is  accompanied  by 
an  electronic  bzHboard  flas2^ 
Ing  out  the  party's  messa^ 
above  London's  Piccadilly 
Circus. 

Yestoday's  launch  by  the 


Tory  chairman,  Brian  Ma- 
whhmey,  and  Micbad  Hesel- 
Wnft,  deputy  pgrime  nunis- 
ter  — who  managwri  a SClf- 

eonsdous  double  act  with  the 
spoof  text  in  a revamped  Tory 
media  centre  — was  under- 
mined befcnre  a word  had  been 
uttered  by  confusion  over  eai> 
Uerbriefoigs. 

Dr  Mawhixmey  bad  to  ex- 
plain away  remarks  by  party 
ofBcials  after  Monday^  politi- 
cal cabinet  meeting  to  which 
they  had  suggested  a com- 
plete propaganda  rethink  be- 
cause recent  attacks  on  Mr 
Blair  bad  missed  Iheir  targ^ . 

Yesterday’s  line,  almost 
certainly  the  correct  one,  was 
that  the  positive  Tory  cam- 
paign of  recent  monfos.  ad- 
mitting “Yes,  It  Hurt"  but 
stressing  the  returning  feel- 
good tector,  had  gone  xxxodefr- 
ately  well  ■ . :c> 

llte  rethink  focuses  cax^'foe 


Long  range  weather  forecast:  hot,  diy  and  French 


Warm 


hteeand.  .. 
sunRoweisto 
leplBcewbeet 
and  barley  . 
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Viri^ards,  malaria  mosquitoes, 
eaiiy  crop^^  toroatoef 


..ail 


In  30  years  the  climate  of  Europe 
will  have  moved  1 50  miles  north 


metik  Cufiwepondenk 

^%OU'i'HKKN  Bagland,  will 
^^^teve-foe  idimate  of  the 
vipFChampagne-regiteCL  of 
-Iteince  to  ^ years  and 
Yorkshire  win  r^laee  Kent 

as  the  ftanlaw  wFSin^aT>a,  ’Hift 

•EnvironBiteit  Secretary.  John 
Gnnunte-.  said  yesterday.' 

Launching  his  depart- 
ment's review  of  foe  eflbcts  of 
ctiixiate  on  -foe  DK.  he 

mid  t*y  was  alrea^ 

noticeably  changing  and 
woidd  coofome  to  do  so  until 
fha  **fiwwfltar-lawHttf-api»  of  l-hft  . 

Cdtew61ds.and  Suficilk  win  be 
gfowlng  aunflowera  and 
^mBlze’*Dy2QSS. 

After  amtfhfp  35  years,  foe 
dimafe  y^-have  shifted 
again,  wifo ; MUfoteh  .Eng- 
land resemlilliig  the  Bor- 


deaux regton  and  the  Cham- 
pagne cUznate  moving  to 
Yoxkshira 

The  report  predicts  that  the 
soufo  and  east  of  England  wnr 
become  much  drier  as  wen  as 
wazmer,  wifo  :RiitnTner  water 
SbMtageS*  bfTfifffTTtrig  wnmni^l, 
srtiile  the  north-west  win  be- 
come ter  wetter.  Tiees  would 
suffer  to  the  south  but  forests 
would  grow  25  per  cent  ftuter 
in  the  north  and  to  Scotlazid. 

Mr  Gummer  said  that  while 
the  predictioiis  brqo^t  some 
good  news  — for  example  a 
boost  to  tourism  — on  bat 
ance  it  was  bad,  iiarticulariy 
for  counties  in  southern 
England  ' - 

In  3Q  yeaxe,  foe  climate  cf 
Europe  win  have  moved  ISO 
miles  north.  For  exaiz^le,  foe 
hot  dry'conditicQS  to  Spain 
win  move  to  France.  Paris 
win  have  foe  ^lbnai»  of  foe 


south  ol  France  and  Spain 
win  be  mostly  desert 
It  means  southern  England 
win  eqj<v  foe  same  climate  as 
foe  Loire  valley  and  fotaefore 
the  whole  pattern  of  agricul- 
ture to  Buinpe  would  have  to 
change.  Ihere  would  be  enor- 
mous need  to  adapt  quickly 
and  it  remained  to  be  seen 
whether  Europe  would  stin  be 
able  to  teed  itself. 

Rain  and  wtodstonns  win 
become  more  freqoexit  to  Brit- 
ain anri  Hpi  tnm-p  damage  fKar, 

at  present  A rise  to  foe  sea 
level  of  up  to  one  foot  (35cm). 
on  the  east  coast  will  i 
threaten  to  low-lying  areas.  I 
Ihe  US  has  already  author- 
ised an  Increase  in  the  hel^ 
cf  sea  walls  but  storm  surges 
' Caused  tor  the  cosnbtoatiOQ  of 
high  tide  and  wind  will 
threaten  Best  Anglia,  the 
Humber  regicm,  Teeside 
foe  Firth  cf  Feafo.  On  fixe 
west  coast,  Avonmoutb, 
Morecambe  £|ay  azHl  norfoem 
Cumbria  have  coastal  low- 
lands 7hlch  could' be  aStoted. 


Some  plant  and 
species  win  die  out  qfom 
will  have  to  xaigiete  ;S0ffo. 
wards.  Insects  iBce  the  lua- 
laria-carrytog  mosquito. 'v^ 
be  aUe  to  thrive  tosbuttisrif 
Britain.  . 

Ihe  report  was  launiehed 
two  wedEs  before  Mr  Gum- 
mer goee  to  Geme^  liiw  ta^ 

' on  foe  DN  Conveution  op' 
mate  Change.  The  llE 
I Europe  an  expected  to.speai> 

' bead  moves  to  cut  cart^-div 
oxide  emissioiis  to  try  to  slow 
down  tixe  process  ol.  giobd 
wazmtog,  so  that  foe  world 
has  a chance  to  adapt  to  the 


World  Nows 
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As  a first  st^  flje  UE  is 
propoetog  to  r»toce  carbon 
dioride  emissions  to  5 to  10 
per  cent  below  1990  levels  by 
20ia 

Mr  Gummer  emphasised 
foat  it  was  too  late  to  stop  foe 
dimate  changing  because  of 
foe  pollution  already  ,to  the 
atzttosphere. 
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negative  campaign  whldi  has  ' 
varioudy  accixsed  Mr  Blair  of ' 
being  a doset-Tory  and  a 
closet-leftie. 

'”lhe  issue  is  not  whether 
Labour  has  changed.  It  is  now 
dear  that  it  has,"  the  Tory 
ebairman  conceded.  “I^e 
issue  is  whefoer  new  Labour 
Is  fit  to  govern.  It  is  not 
Labour  is  not  sanitised.  It  is 
dangerous.  New  Labour  is  a 
carehil  public  relations  cre- 


ation. It  is  desi^d  to  con- 
vince peegde  foat  Labour's 
new  policies  are  safer  than 
tiieir  dd  ones." 

At  his  side,  Mr  Heseltine 
stressed  the  “determined 
strides"  Britain  had  made  to 
become  mtenmtioDally  com- 
petitive again  since  1979, 
tnm  to  page  2.  colamn  l 

Lettefs,  page  ^ Frauds 
Wheen,  paga  5 


‘‘You’re  not  sure  your 
beaHJi  insurance  will  pay 
my  bill,  are  you?” 
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The  Tories  have  sought  to  satirise  New  Labour  but  in  doing  so  they  may  have  set  themselves  a trap 


Dorrell 


death 


leagues 


Dwid  Brined*. 

Services  Correspon«m 


Labour’s  spoof  advertisement  on  a hoarding  in  Piccadilly  Circus,  liondon,  yesterday  represented  part  of  its  counter-offensive  in  the  pwipagMnHa'hattiA 
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Whitehall  farce  that’s  limp  at  the  wrist 


Hospitals  m En^and 

could  be  required  to 
publish  a range  of  clini- 
cal indicators  of  patient  care 
^ including  death  ra^  -^s 
parly  as  oesct  year.  Slepnen 
DorralL  the  Health  Secretary, 
said  yesterday. 

He  was  launching  the  th^ 
annual  set  of  league  tabte 
ranking  NHS  trusts  jeai^J 
Patient's  Charter  yardsticks, 
including  waiting  times,  can- 
celled operation.^  and  use  « 
daj--case  surgerj’. 

The  1996  tables  mdicate  a 
rapidlv  impro'-ing  health  ser- 
vice, with  a 23  per  cent  in- 
crease since  last  year  in 
trusts  achieving  matinium 
fi\*e-star  ratings.  But  there  is 
widespread  criticism  that  the 
exercise  says  nothing  about 
thequaliti’ofcare. 

Mr  Dorrell  disclo^  that 
there  were  pilot  studies  on  U 
clinical  indicators  which  he 
was  looking  to  introduce  early 
nest  year.  The  phots  are  te^ 
ing  measurement  oT  deaths  of 
patients  within  a month  of 
surgery:  wound  infection: 
leni^h  of  hospital  stay  of 
stroke  patients:  recurrence  of 
hernia  aher  surger>';  deaths  in 
ho^hal  of  heart  attack  pa- 
tients; adverse  drug  reactions; 
rates  ^ re-c^ration  among 
prostate  patients;  length  cf 
bospit^  stay  and  death  rates 
among  patients  wiQi  fractured 
hips;  frequency  of  D&C 
scrapes  among  women  under 
•10;  organ  damage  during  sur- 
gery; blood  clots  during  sur- 
gery; and  damage  to  the  cen- 
tral nervous  ^’stem  while 
under  anaesthetics. 

Publication  of  death  rates 


Simon  Hoggart 


The  Conservative 
booklet  The  Road  to 
Ruin,  subtitled  New 
Labour’s  real  Mani- 
festo. has  been  de- 
scribed (by  my  colleague 
Michael  White,  at  the  press 
conference  for  its  launch)  as 
the  worst  political  document 
since  the  1983  Labour 
manifesto. 

Quite  so.  It  is  meant  to  be  a 
spoof  manifesto,  packed  with 
deft  satire,  inserting  the  sti- 
letto of  humour  into  the  rib 
cage  of  New  Labour. 

But  watching  poUticlaas 
try  to  be  funny  is  usually  like 
seeing  a carthorse  do  dres- 
sage. It's  embarrassing:  you 
want  to  look  away,  you  wish 
you  were  somewhere  else. 

And  yet.  the  document  is 
funny.  It  is  tremendousb'< 
thun^rously  camp.  It  brings 
to  mind  the  backstage  bitch- 
ing of  It  Ain’t  Half  Hot,  Mum. 

They  ought  to  read  it  out 
loud  at  Labour  meetings,  in 
appropriately  fey.  ’’Hello.  Tm 
Julian  and  this  is  my  Mend 
Sandy”  voices.  For  instance, 
on  page  35.  “One  of  the  first 
acts  of  Labour  Government 
will  be  to  end  Britain's  shame- 
ful opt-out  from  the  social 


cbapi^.  We  believe  that  for 
Britain  to  enjoy  foiling  unem- 
ployment while  unemploy- 
ment rises  across  Europe 
could  lead  to  unacceptable 
tensions,  and  we  know  what 
they  lead  to,  don't  we  missus? 
Ooh.  I can  see  you  do!  And 
what  hare  you  been  putting  in 
Che  old  man's  tea?” 

I have  added  to  the  original 
test  there,  but  I feel  I have 
been  true  to  its  ^ItiL 

Or  take  their  brief  sum- 
mary of  Labour  policies  on 
page  3.  You  have  to  remember 
that  this  is  meant  to  be  a 
biting  lampoon:  "A  new 
stakeholder  economy  in 
which  everyone  (trade 
unions,  pressure  groups  and 
so  cm)  is  included  and  lUHsne 
isercluded. 

"New  communities  so  foat 
everyone  is  in  bed  by  10pm 
and  not  out  shopping,  as  they 
are  under  the  Tories. 

”A  New  Europe  in  which 
Brimin  is  really  nice,  and  gets 
its  wa>’  by  agreeing  to  every- 
one else'ssu^estioas.” 

Later,  on  page  31,  "Labour 
policies  wUL  ensure  that  de- 
spite devolution.  and 

Wales  continue  to  benefit 
llrom  the  experience  of  people 
like  Cfordon  Brown,  Gavin 
Strang  and  Donald  Dewar.  To 
make  quite  sure  diat  these 
Scottish  Mft  don't  lose  touch 
with  the  rest  of  the  XJK,  they 
will  pay  the  lower  English 
rate  tax . . . " 

Ooh.  get  beri  Put  our 
knickers  on  the  wrong  way 
round  moming.  did  we? 
Or  the  mincing  line  which 
has  whipped  up  ttie  Labour 
Party  into  a cappuccino  of 
fake  anger,  the  one  alleged  to 


be  a tasteless  attadc  on  Devid 
Bhinkett  "We  think  the  pro- 
vision of  free  eye  tests  to  mil- 
lionaires is  a health  priority. 
WbO(^. 

Sometimes  we  leave  the 
backstage  sniping  at  an  all- 
male revue,  and  find  our- 
selves in  the  playground  of  a 
girts’  school,  that  theatre  cS 
vidoua  social  combat  “New 
Labour  aisa  believes  tihat  a 
new  vibrant  Britain  murt 
give  die  peoide  of  the  Eart 
Midlands  a chance  to  realise 
their  burning  desire  for  a 
regional  Parliament,  which  is 
exactly  die  kind  of  dotky 
thing  you'd  expect  someone 
who  wears  a stupid  brace  on 
her  teeth  like  Sophie  Pettir 
grew  would  say!" 

Appropriately.  1 have  just 
received  a letter  ftma  Michael 
Fabricant  MF,  foking  issue 
with  yesterday’s  sketch.  "It 
was  ?utf  some  ‘old  Labourite' 
who  shouted  out  *Boo^e  on, 
Ginny’.  It  was  me.  Besides, 
the  exact  words  were  'Boogie 
on  Reggae  Woman'.  (You're 
too  young  to  remember  the 
woi^.)" 

Au  ootttredrs.  Michael  old 
horse.  Who  oould  forget  Ste- 
vie Wonder's  great  1975  hit, 
which  peaked  at  number  12  in 
the  UK  (foarts? 

Ite  finises  with  a com- 
plaint about  my  last  lines,  in 
which  I suggested  that  — of 
harigiTig  finggtng  anfj  disem- 
boweling — be  would  regard 
only  the  first  as  a punish- 
ment, the  other  two  as 
rewards:  "And  as  for  the  final 
para.  Welir 

I l^t  the  tone  of  that  sen- 
tence would  ft  perfectly  into 
The  Road  To  Ruin. 


Spoof  Labour  manifesto  backfires  on  Tories 


continued  from  page  1 
while  warning  that  Labour’s 
instincts  remained  a threat 
because  the  speed  of  global 
change  becomes  ever  foster. 

Tory  M^,  officials  and  ad- 
visors insist  that  the  initia- 
tive would  have  a long-term 
impact  on  Che  coming  cam- 
paign. Not  le^  they  aigue,  it 
would  make  voters  and  the 
media  question  the  meaning 
behind  New  Labour's 
"empty”  rhetoric  and  make 
Mr  Blair  more  wary  about 
using  it  "to  cover  his  lack  of 
substantial  policies.” 

Mr  Blair,  who  coinciden- 
tally pushed  his  own  state- 
ment through  Latx>ur's  NEC 
yesterefoy,  called  the  spoof 
“the  greatest  political  retreat 
of  modem  times”.  He  told  the 
NEC:  “The  Conservatives 


have  cleariy  finally  decided 
what  their  of  attack  is.  T 
happen  to  thiTTk  it's  the  most 
foolish  campaign  fiiey  could 
possibly  come  up  with. 

“Thw  latest  strategy  con- 
firms two  tilings  — diat  they 
hurt  tte  country  and  that 
New  Labour  is  resL  Their 
strategy  will  now  depend  on 
two  — seeking  to  oe- 

ate  an  illusion  of  a mini-boom 
and  turning  their  tire  totally 
on  labour. 

"Ihey  have  £10  sullion  to 
spend  on  iriiat  will  be  the 
mo^  negative  campaign  any 
of  us  have  ever  seen.  We  have 
to  do  two  things:  ofibr  a posi- 
tive vision,  which  is  where 
this  document  is  so  impor- 
tant, and  ward  off  these 
attacks. 

‘”Ihe  next  election  will  be  a 


batOe  between  hope  and  fear. 
Hope  must  defeatfoar." 

Dr  Mawhinnsy  took  respon- 
sibility for  yesterday’s  spoof, 
though  the  idea  came  from 
Euro-sceptic  backbencher 
Iain  Duncan-Smitb  and  was 
honed  under  die  supervision 
of  Danny  nhkelstem,  es.- 
SDP  research  chief. 

Dr  Mawhinney  surprised 
reporters  yestei^y  by  insist- 
ing that  Mr  Bfoir  could  prove 
more  dangerous  than  those 
favourite  Tory  bogeymen 
Michael  Foot  and  or  Tony 
Benn.  Officials  later  likened 
the  situation  to  the  proverbial 
wolf  in  sheep’s  clothing,  with 
Mr  Blair  as  tbe  wolf. 

"This  is  a theme  which  will 
haunt  Mr  Blair  every  day 
until  polling  day,”  said  Dr 
Mawhbuiey. 


Bumpy  ride 


Extracts the  Qmserca- 
five  document  The  Road  to 
Ruin:  New  Labour's  Real 
Manifesto 


Wbisfon  Fletcher  finds  the  new 
Conservative  campaign  harks 
back  to  tried  and  trusted  formula 
that  depends  on  feel-good  factor 


□ Gordon  Brown  ptite  if 
best  -when  he  says  thnt  New 
Labour  accepts  the  growth 
of  post  neo-classical  endoge- 
nons  growth  theory  and  the 
symbiatic  relationship  be- 
twem  growth  and  invest- 
ment in  people  and 
infrastmetnre. 


□ Last  year  Labour  came  to 
an  agreement  with  the  trade 
unions  in  whldi  we  agreed 
an  even  better  deal  than  we 
bad  with  them  in  1960s  and 
1970s  ^ they  votedfer  the 
new  Clause  4 and  we  agreed 
to  meet  their  vital  employ- 
ment rights  demands.  New 
Labour.  New  Social 
Contract 


□ Even  though  Tony  Blair 
beUevee  that  proportioiial 
represmitation  giv^  small 
parties  diaproportlooate 
power,  we -will  bold  a refer- 
endum on  electoral  reform . 
This -will  preserve  a united 
government  by  blowing 

Ja^lc  fhtfiTiltigtiafn  ntid 

Robin  Cook  to  vote  one  -way. 
adiile  Margaret  Beckett  and 
Jai^  Straw  vote  the  other. 


nnSE  Tories  are  returning  to 
\ the  tried  and  trusted 
theme  of  saying  ‘Don’t  take  a 
risk  — stick  wifo  -what 
know.'  Jt  Is  a difibrent  version 
of  the  classic  Harold  Macmil- 
lan slogan  of  1969:  ‘Life's  bet- 
ter -with  the  Conservati-ves  — 
don’t  let  Labour  ruin  it’.  It  is 
die  theme  with  wbich  Mar^- 
Thateher  wait  back  to  ba- 
sics to  the  1987  campai^. 
With  a slogan  created  by  Tim 
BelL  'Britain  is  great  aEteto  — 
don't  let  Labour  wreck  it’ 
Fundamentally,  any  politi- 
cal party  that's  been  out  of 
power  for  a tong  time  always 
ends  up  saying  it's  time  for  a 
change  and  any  political 
party  that's  been  to  power  for 
a long  time  says  don’t  ri^  a 
change,  especially  if  they  be- 
lieve that  they  can  convince 
the  electorate  that  are 
pretty  good  as  they  are. 

The  underlying  presump- 
tion of  New  Labour,  Dan- 

ger must  be  that  the  Tories 
believe  that  over  tbe  course  of 
the  next  four  months  toe  feel- 
good factor  will  surface 


take  bold  because  there  is  no 
point  in  threatening  toe  elec- 
torate wito  possible  dangers, 
if  toe  electorate  already 
pretty  thoroughly  endanger^ 
by  existing  economic 
Circumstances. 

So  it  only  makes  sense  if 
the  voters  are  reasonably 
happy  trito  their  lives  and 
they  don't  want  to  pot  them  at 
risk.  That  is  obvio^y  a ques- 
tionable hypothesis  and  so 
for.  despite  all  the  Tories’  best 
efibrts.  toe  femoos  feel-good 
factor  has  proved  remarlmbly 
elusive. 

So  tbe  underlying  theme  is 
unoriginal.  It  is  standard 
pa^  thesis.  The  risky  new 
twist  is  to  admit  that  labour 
has  transformed  itself  into 
New  Labour. 

It  manifestly  accepts  the 
reality  that  a large  number  of 
voters,  indeed  pretty  well 
anyone  under  40.  hardly 
remembers  old  Labour, 
hardly  remembers  the  last 
time  there  was  a Labour 
government 

To  constantly  hark  back  to 


toe  problems  of  the  past  must 
be  meanin^ess  to  that  vast 
swatoe  of  voters  and  is  partic- 
ularly inapposite  given  a new. 
young  leader  who  clearly 
does  not  share  the  extreme 
leftwing  dogma  Labour’s 
history. 

Indred.  be  has  been  both 
brave  and  efficient  in  slou^- 
ing  oft  Labour’s  historic 
dogma.  It  does  seem  to  hand 
To^  Blaira  fistful  of  trumis. 
It  is  hard  to  see  why. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  all 
political  advertising  is  to  set 
the  agenda,  to  force  the  oppo- 
sition to  fight  on  your  ground 
and.  historically,  toe  Tories 
have  been  brilUimt,  as  they 
-were  at  the  last  election,  to 
forcing  Labour  to  figbt  on  the 
battlefield  that  tbe  Tories  de- 
fined. namely  taxation. 

This  time  they  have 
allowed  Labour  to  define  the 
agenda. 

The  agenda  has  become  the 
existence  of  New  Labour  and 
it  does  seem  extraordinary 
for  a battle  commander  delil> 
erately  to  allow  the  enemy  to 
choose  the  battlefield,  but 
that  is  wbat  they  have  done." 


and  other  clinical  informa- 
tion was  introduced  last  year 
in  Scotland.  Professor  Sir 
Norman  Browse,  who  chairs 
the  joint  consultants’  commit- 
tee. said  the  Scottish  mea- 
sures were  too  crude  and  dif- 
ficult to  interpret.  Doctors 
would  back  an  English  ver- 
Siena  provided  indicators  were 
"clear,  comparable  and  pro- 
vide sound  and  meaningful 
data". 

The  1996  league  tables  rate 
trusts'  performance  between 
one  and  five  stars.  B.xcluding 
new  categories.  42  per  cent 
are  five-star,  compared  with 
29per  cent  in  1994. 


Winston  Fletcher,  charman  ot 
Delaney,  Retcher.  Bozell,  and 
author  oi  numerous  books  on 
advertising  and  poTttical 
advertising 


□ Taldiig  low  Income  diil- 
dren  from  Winchester  and 
retaining  them  to  Hackney 
Downs  witere  they  belong 
would  have  turned  aroond 
Hackney  Downs.  Abolish- 
ing the  assisted  places 
scheme  would  also  ensure 
toat  children  are  not  fomd 
to  become  public  school 
cripples  by  their  parents’ 
misjndgments. 


□ We  want  to  be  sure  coun- 
cils help  tbe  community 
takeariew  on  issoesUke 
social  class  barriers,  the 
future  of  the  information 
superhighway  and  preserv- 
Ingthe  integrity  of  nuclear 
five  zones,  althongb  we 
would  probably  draw  the 
line  at  allowing  authorities 
to  pursue  indepesident  for^ 
policies. 


□ We  are  equally  Incensed 
aboot  the  Ibry  attack  on 
benefit  for  asylum  seekete. 
It  is  a measure  of  ourcivili- 
sation  that  people  from  all 
around  tbe  world  staoold  be 
allowed  to  stay  as  long  as 
they  want  in  Britain  at  the 
taj^yers' expense. 


Tall  stories  from  Ancient  Mariner  with  a line  in  laughs 


First  night 


Ken  CampbeiPs  Tlieeti* 

SteriM 

Royal  Court 


I^EN  CAMPBELL  is  the 
V\Ancient  Mariner  of  Brit- 
ish theatre.  He  may  not  have 

toe  long  grey  beard  of  Cole- 
ridge's origtoal  but  he  cer^  ^ 

tainly  has  toe  “glittering  e^’ 
and  the  ability  to  spin  a great 
tale.  But  where  the  poetic  feb- 
iiiiat  left  his  bearerasaddy 
and  a wiser  man,  Campbell 
leaves  bis  audience  both  hap- 
pier and  weak  with  laughter. 

In  this  solo  show,  part  of  tbe 

Barclays  New  Stages  Festival, 
be  focii^  on  his  life  in 
theatre.  Best  of  all  is  his  ac- 
count of  an  elaborate  hoaX 


whereby,  after  toe  RSC’s  suc- 
cess wito  NicholM  Nickleby, 
he  sent  out  letters  to  the  great 

and  good,  purportedly  from 
Trevor  Nunn,  announcing 
that  it  would  in  future  become 
toe  Royal  Dickens  Company. 
Like  all  toe  great  hoaxes,  it 
had  a prankish  malice 
just  enough  plausibility  to 
hoodwink  the  gullible. 

But  Ken  Campbell  also  has 
toe  ability-  through  his 
stories,  to  sununon  up  lost 
worlds.  Mis  account  (tf  playing 
toe  third  act  detective-inspec- 
tor In  1960s  rep  thriUets 
("Look  for  clues"  was  his 
scene-stealing  maxhnl  evokes 
an  eta  of  vanished  tat. 

Even  funnier  is  his  account 
of  playing  Angus  in  a Method- 
production  of  Macbeth  and 
amasing  tbe  director  his 
researches  and  his  conclusion 


toat  the  character  was  "a 
smelly  dwarf’  rudely  ignored 
by  the  surrounding  thanes. 

But  Campbell  is  just  as  good 
when  be  strays  outside  toe 
theatre  and  describes  Ills  ex- 
periences in  transcendental 
metotatjon.  HeteSshow  he 
was  given  his  mantra — which 
he  at  first  assumed  was  his 
mat — and  became  SO  obsessed 
wito  it  that  he  repeated  toe 
magic  wmrd,  hon^  an  the 
way  to  and  right  throat  an 

interview  with  Giles  Bavergsl 
at  toe  Palace  Theatre, 

Watford. 

The  hysterical  first  half  bad 
people  crying  into  their  Inter- 
val drinks.  The  second  half, 
with  its  account  of  tbe  forma- 
tion of  the  Science  Fiction 

Theatre  of  Lto^TOOl.  is 
weirder  i/marginally  less 
funny;  thou^  one  particular 


unprintable  story,  involving 
an  endorsement  of  tbe  com- 
pany for  grant-getting  pur- 
poses by  our  own  Martin 
Walker,  isawonderftil  illus- 
tration of  tbe  gullibility  of 
fond-gtving  bodies. 

Campbell  holds  the  stage  for 
2v^  hours  and  proves  you  can 
make  great  theatre  out  tall 
tales.  It  helps  that,  with  his 
hairless  dome,  extravagant 
ey^cows  and  accosting 
snicker,  he  looks  like  a manic 
nford  gnome. 

But  it  is  significant  toat  his 
main  props  are  a phallic  East- 
ern statue  on  one  side  anda 
Ken  Dodd  icon  on  the  other. 
His  act  has  both  an  anarchic 
rudeness  and  soraetfaing<tfthe 
otlter  Ken’s  surreal  wii^ss. 


This  review  appeared  in  later 
editions  yesterday 
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Bemuigwa;',  left,  and  his  brother  Leicester,  risht,  both  shot  themselves  to  death. 


NEWS  3 

Clarke  told 
to  curb  tax 
cut  clamour 


Body  of  model 
Margaux  found 

on  anniversary  ’ ' 

of  grandfather’s  ; 

shotgun  suicide  T ' 


un  Kals  bi  New  York 


career  atnm]^';  arf:she 
bettleTiHai  alrohoU^  and 
halhnia.  Last  Jamiary^  she 
was  admSKecI  to  a pqNduadr 
lie  hoqiital  after  shavtog 
her  head  and  anaomicJiig 
ste  oooM  bear  **voices”. 

kven  If  she  did  not'  delib' 
erately  take  her  nib,  Ms 
Beminffway*s  death  will 
add  <to  the  selMes  tructive 
repntati<m  of -the  Heming- 
wtty  dan.  Ernest  and  his 
brother,  Leicester,  both 
shot  thmnselves  to  death. 
.Ihe.  novelist's  sister  and. 
father  also  died  fay  their 
own-ban^  ... 

iS»  Beminsway’s  . grand- 
father,  once  declared: 
“There  are  only  two  things 
that  can  really  kill  a man, 
suicide  and  gonorrhoea.” 
Hie- family  has  been  cited 
in  studies  on  whether  a pre- 
disposition to  suicide  may 
be  transmitted  genetically 
across  generationis.  - . 


Simon  Beavia 
Indusbial  Bator 

Bankers  and  busi- 
ness leaders  yester- 
day delivered  an  ur- 
gent plea  to  the 
Govenunent  to  avoid  SQuan- 
dering  the  most  stable  eco- 
nomic climate  for  a century 
by  ofiering  unjustified  tax 
cuts  as  a pre-election  bribe. 
The  call  came  as  the  British 

Thewiitm*ssmrvivinggraoddafl^ter,Mariel,centre,hasei:uoyedasacce8Sflil&linear8er  flhamhara  nf  romniiircfe,  rep- 
M Jl  . _ _ . " resenting  200,000  bnsinesses. 

■m  #|«  — . — - -E--  — , , ■ ■ ' ■'I  opened  its  annual  conventicm 

Mystery  over  Hemingway  death 

^ M manufacturing. 

- Robin  Geldard,  president  of 

the  BCC.  said:  *Tt  is  Injpor- 

- ^ ^ ‘ — tant  tiiat  our  politicians  keep 

their  heads.  We.do  not  wish  to 

.‘-.‘r **.••  .'A  ‘ see  economic  prudence  cast  to 

•:  ■-  •••  the  wind  fbr  the  sake  Apoliti- 

cal expediency,  and  we  uzge 
tite  Chancellor  not  to  be  se- 
duced into  a tax-cutting  bud- 
get which  we  cannot  afford.'* 
His  call  was  echoed  by  Sir 
Nicholas  Goodison,  the  d^)- 
chairman  of  the  Uo)^ 
TSB  banking  group,  who  said 
the  need  for  economic  stabil- 
ity could  not  be  “over- 
stressed”.  “Firms  are  in 
search  of  lasting  gains  from 
policy  stability,  rather  than 
short-term  tDCentives  such  as 
capital  allowances,”  he  said. 

Ibe  warnings  follow  simi- 
lar calls  fttan  the  CBI  direc- 
tor-generaL  Adair  Turner, 
last  week  and  reflect  growing 
worries  In  foe  business  com- 
munity tiiat  ministers  could 
be-  tempted  to  stoke  up  the 
emerging  feel-good  factor 
with  a tax-cutting  Budget  in 
November.  Although  the 
Chancellor,  Kenneth  fSariro^ 
has  said  that  he  will  not  jeop- 
ardise foe  economic  recovery  i 
by  tax-cutting,  business  lead- ' 
ers  remain  unconvinced. 

‘ Mr  Geldard  said  that  two 
years  of  steady  economic 
growth  were  bearing  fruit, 
wffii  inflation,  public  bonow- 
tog  and  Tmemploymeut  fig- 
ures going  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, even  . though 
manufactiizing  remained  un- 
certain. But  he  the  forfo- 

aaning  election  threatened  a 
period  of  political  turbulence 

es  pnlWiiHane  snnght  pcqnilar- 

^ and  advantage.  'T  am  say- 
ing, please  don't  do  that" 

A preelection  cut  in  in- 
come tax  would  not  be  Josti- 
fled  by  economic  data.  *Tt 
would  do  damage  to  what  is 
probably  foe  most  stable  eco- 
nomic ra^vironment  for  100 
years.”  he  said- 
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MargimxHero  wigway,  pictured  in  1989,  was  once  tiie  world’s  highest  paid  model,  but  saw  her  film  career  eclipsed  by  that  of  her  yoonger  sister  Bfariel 


He  also  warned  ministers  to 
tread'  carefully  In  reducing 
tax  on  businesses,  urging 
them  to  reform  and-  simplify 
the  taxation  systmn  rather 
foan  to  push  through  expedi- 
ent cots  to  win  support 

The  Govethxnmit  is  cur- 
rently reviewing  foe  tax  bur- 
den on  small  business 
has  broadly,  hinted  that  it 
may  exempt  some  firms  — 
particularly  shops  and  rural 
post  offices  — from  the  uni- 
form business  rate. 

Ibe  Govermnent  found  ib 
self  on  foe  defensive  over 
Europe  as  well,  as  business 
leaders  voted  in  a show  of 
hands  at  the  conference  to 
embrace  a sln^e  European 
currency,  althou^  they  made 
it  clear  they  were  firmly  op- 
posed to  the  Social  Chapter. 

A leading  Goman  industri- 
alist yestmday  branded  the 
Gcvemmenf s opt-cut  from  the 
Social  Chapter  a “red  her- 
ring, and  said  Britain  had  no 
<^tioQ  but  to  remain  in  Eun^e 
md  join  a sfogie  currency. 

Jtiigen  Gehrels,  foe  chief 
executive  of  Siemens  in  Brit- 
ain, said  his  company’s  deci- 
sion to  site  a El.l  billion 
microchip  plant  in  north 
l^neside  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  opt-out  fixmi  foe 
Maastricht  treaty.  He  also  hit 
out  at  Tory  Burp-scoptics  who 
have  been  arguing  for  Britain 
to  withdraw  from  foe  Euro- 
pean Ifoion. 

"It  is  simply  irresponsible 
to  claim  tiiat  there  is  a seri- 
OQ&  case  for  UE  withdrawal 
from  the  EU.  On  the  contrary, 
Britain  will  need  foe  EU  as 
much  as  the  EU  win  need 
Britain." 

Howard  Davies,  the  deputy 
I governor  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
I land,  argued  tiiat  whether 
Britain  joined  the  European 
Monetary  Union  or  not,  it 
would  be  under  increasing 
' pressure  to  contain  inflation. 

“ha  principle  the  UK  could 
prosper  outside  or  inside.  Our 
prosper!^  depends  on  the 
competitiveness  of  our 
businesses  wbirii,  in  turn,  de- 
pends crucial^  on  our  pro- 
ductivity across  the  whole 
economy.  We  beUeve  that  pro- 
ductivity can  be  developed 
most  effectively  in  an  envi- 
ronment of  low  inflation."  Mr 
Davies  said. 

He  urged  businesses  to  pre- 
pare for  EMU,  irrespective  of 
whether  Britain  took  part  or 
remained  on  the  sidtJtnpa 

GeaSrey  Martin,  foe  head 
of  the  Bunqjean  GommigsiOD 
in  Britain,  warned  that 
Europe  was  likely  to  be  part 
of  an  ugly  and  devisive  elsc- 
tion  campaign. 


David  Mlxlsch.  said  she  bad 
jpecently  finished  narrating 
a television  wildlife  series 
but  seemed  depressed. 
TTutll  we  get  this  dia^os- 
tic.report,  we  dont  know  if 
it  was  an  epil^itic  selznre 
or  if  It  was  an  overdoee.*' 
An  autopsy  was  scheduled 
foe  today. 

<«Ttaere  Is  no  sigh  of 
forced  entry  or  fbol  iday," 
sAd  a Santa  Monica  police 
sergeant.  Gary  Galllnot. 
‘*We  have  no  evidence  of 
soicide,  no  note  or  any- 
thing like  that.  But  we’re 
not  TOling  it  out.”  Police 
said  no  firearms  or  illegal 
drags  had  been  found  in  the 
appartment. 

. The  body  of  Ms  Hewiinfr 


life  in  the  shadow  of  her 
yoimger  rister,  HarieL  was 
discovered  after  concerned 
friends  visited  her  apart- 
ment. When  she  did  not 
answer  the  door,  a labourer 
climbed  a ladder  and  spot- 
ted her  body,  bloated  by  the 
SObdegxee  heat,  throoifo  an 
upstairs  window. ' 

Ms  Hemingway  was  a lit- 
tle girl  when  hm*  grand- 
fether,  as  femdus  his 

prodigioas  drtoklng  as  his 
novels,  killed  with 

a shd^nu  at  his  home  in 
Ketchnnir  Idaho,  on  Jnly  2, 
1961.  Six  years  latm-  her 
family  moved  into  the  same 
home. 

Standing  6ft  tall  and 
blessed  with  strdting  fea- 


Mariel  in  Upetii^  a fozget 


trial  of  her  attacter.  She 
never  managed  lo  land  an- 
other Idg  screen  role. 


ity  may  have  been  a Call- 
fbmia  law,  named  in  Imr 
honour,  prohibiting  the 
mentimi  of  a'rape  vfetim’s 
sexual  history  darinetriaL 


Yeltsin  in  a cucumber  picMe 


Rti^  to  tend  aJIotments  threatens 
president’s  hopes  of  poll  victory 


The  fateful  decision  oh 
wiU  lead  Russia 
Iwtw  t2ie-  next  cenhuy 
could  depend  oai'  sunshine, 
the  Colorado  beetie  and  e .cnlt 
sfrap  oBer^- as  Boris  Yeltsiiib 
campa^-  mactilne  stns^es 


from  the  fitly  to  the  countiy- 
side  during  today's  fiuaj 
rbond  of  .the  presidratial 
election.  , ». 

Analysts  believe  a high 
frirpnat:ia.pqw>nt1al  if  Afr.Yelt-' 
riw  is  to  hove  any  hope  of 
frptiwg  Kia  .comniiinist  rival, 

- Gteinady-  Zyufianov.  ..BA  .tiie 
govemmenfs  decision  to 
switch  polltog  ^ from  tto 
aiTidgy-tefoe  middle  of 
the  .wi^  may.,  singly  ba^. 
gjvan  rfiiohgept-obsessed  Ku^ 
gtAisan  extxat  day -.off  to  tena 


In'  a-  dAP^te.  a^tempt-lo 
keep  votecs'.iu  . the  cities  and 
.vJAfl^%v:foefr4ibUii:&  staffaBS, 


the  slavishly  pro-YeUsih'  tei^' 
vision  channel  OBT  Is  'devot- 
fng  almost-all  its  monung  air- 
time to  a special  three-part 
omnibus  of  the  hugely 

popular  Mexican  soap  opera. 
Secret  (fTropjeanea. 

.The  episodes,  the  fast  in  a 
longseries,  have  been  heavily 
trailed  with  a . breathl^s 
promise:  “At  last,  .yba  wdQ 
find  out  the  Sjcret:  of 
Tropicancar 

Last-minute  campaigning 
was  officially  banned  yester- 
dsy.-but  the  “for  victory,  do 
not  dig”  message  was,  stiB 
being  ^ out  Ikvestia  bev9- 
paper  carried  a front-page 
quote  in  large  bold  type  from 
Mr  Yeltsin's  tough  new  secu-;. 
rity  adviser,  Alexander 
Leb^'Uiging  people  to 'drop, 
foeir  watAingcass. 

' -“You  most  go  and  vote,  if 
'only  so  foat  foe  next  foing  < 
you.  dig  ..in  your  allotment ' 
won’t  be  trendtes,".  General 
Lebi^said  ! 

- ! I 


cause  Mr  Zyugmiov's  support- 
ers  are  beUeved  to  be  disri- 
plined,  motivated,  angry 
people  who  will  vote  for  th^- 
candidate  whateym*  happens. 
Much  of  Mr  Yettsin's  constlt- 
uiency,  on  .tiie  other  bawd^  'is 
seen  as  a taxless  .neo-boui> 
geoisie  which  would  rather 
Mr  Zyuganov  lost,  but  be- 1 
lieves  the  president  will  fix 
hiniself  a victory  wifoout 
their  help. 

About  24mlUlaai  Russian 
households  roomily  half 
the  pcpulatloin  — boeve  aSot- 
foenb  end  country  cottages, 
or  dacihas.  Maixy  peegde  de- 
pend on  the  food  they  grow 
titere  to  eke  out  their  salaries 
arid-  pensions  throu^  the 
long  Russian  winter. 

WUh  the  Tdtsin  televisioa 

rampaign  repeatedly  linking 
Mr  Zyuganov  and  the  Com- 
muni^  to  past  food  short- 
I ages  — initially  recalling 
I empty,  shelves  undA  Brezh- 
nev;.more  recentiy  showing 
gruesome  footage  of  Stalln- 
'ena '16101x16.  — ' it  would  be 
hardly  soiprisisg  if  tire  eln- 
tmate  rolled  off  to  check  its 
IMtafo  tnqgdy.  instead  cf  st^ 
.ping  pAling'boofo. 


I A poll  by  the  popular 
I weekly  newspaper  fix'  allob 
mart  owners,  Your  800  Squan 
Metres,  shows  that  40  per  cent 
ofpeoptev^aarepi'e^adtD 
.vote  In  principte  will  head  to 
tiie  coufary  bwtaad  if  today's 
weather  is  good. 

Early  Jidy  is  when  Rus- 
sians comb  the  woods  fitr  wild 
strawberries,  and  the  mead- 
ows for  medicinal  willow 
herb  and  St  Jolm's  wort.  For 
the  allotment  owner,  it  is  a 
time  to  harvest  paisley  and 
iim  ^rrtd  crarially,'  earth  Tfa 
potatoes  and  stamp  out  the 
larvae  of  the  Colorado  Beetia 
“tto  whole  of  Russia  is 
sow  fighting  against  this;” 
said  Andrei  Tumanov,  foe 
newspaper's  editor.  “It's  not 
being  done  by  pestiddes,  it's 
bbfng  by  ft's  hazd, 
heavy  wolk,  so  eyerybody'a 
off  to  attend  to  tits  potatoes.” 
Mr  Tumanov  wiB  'be  leav- 
ing Btfbsoow  fix'  his  dacha  Ifr 
stead  of  voting.  BA  what 
about  his  civic  dn^  ' ' 

'TIo".  he: said  firm^.  “i 
need  to  water  my 
cucumbbts-".  . 

tebedpewergrabipaQa? 


Our  3-in-l  healthcare  plan 
offers  you  so  much  for  so  little 


From  your  first  contact  to  settling  your  claiins.  lifetime  HeakhCfre 
from  Legal  & Gencfal  is  the  healthcare  plan  that  gives  you  more 
and  costs  less.  It  takes  care  of  your  hospital  costs  inclufoog  surgical 
and  medical  tieatineiits.  post-operative  care,  nursing  and  day  care. 
And,  if  you  are  under  60,  it  includes  a cash  fund  towards  denial, 
optiqd  a^  other  healthcare  oqpenses,  as  wefl  as  a lump  sum 
payiDcmto  help  in  the  event  of  a dtsabfingorfaial  aco'dent. 

Tet  00  rfrrsr  i>f  these  valuable  beasts  are  yours  at  a very 
^ffbnlable  moutbfy  cost. 

put  metra  cover  and  extra  care  plus  a Bfefime% 
cxperieni.e  of  insurance  into  our  heaiUicare  plan. 


I Private  Medical  Insurance 

^Full  cover  for  foe  hospital  care  you  need,  when  you  need  it. 


Medical  Cash  Plan* 

A fimd  for  dental,  opdcal'and  other  healtbeare  expenses. 

i . 

Accident  Insurance* 

A hpi^  sum  in  the  event  of  a disabling  or  fatal  aeddeuL 
*AVfUiableoiUytoperttnuupto60yearscfeige 


II 

MM)  on  \!OKI  rOOA^.  PU()\i  [ s FKI  F OroriNA.  RI  I AO  0^98 

m 0800  560560 

Vv1  Kl  OIM  \ MOM)  U I ()  I Rll>  \\  ')AM  - 
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Send  to  Ugal  & General  - HcahhOue,  FKffiPO^  BR7347,  Hove.  East  Sussex,  BN3  IBR 

nertAME-. _____ — ^ lannusMune)  i pkascicD.raetadrtaaeMKEfrbOivfiafe 

■ I Lifetime  Healthcare  ^ cost  ate  and 

, ' ~~  : ^ ! first  tors  smeb  seeartty  li  w|0  provide. 
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King 
Tut’s 
old  ale 
on  sale 
again 
for  only 
£50  a 
bottle 


Roger  Protz  of  the 
Campaign  for  Real 
Afe  hasataste 


IT  HAS  a ftnit}’,  spic}' 
aroma  with  a powerful 
waft  of  toffee.  It  Is  aimed 
at  connoisseurs  and  collec- 
tors. and  it  is  more  than 
3.000  years  old.  It  is  the 
most  e.xpensive  beer  in 
Britain  and  was  launched 
at  an  expensive  store  In 
London  yesterday. 

Costing  £50  a bottle  at 
Harrods.  Totankfaamun  ale 


is  an  attempt  to  recreate 
the  strong  beer  drunk  by- 
Egyptians  .3,230  years  ago. 
Only  1,000  bottles  have 
been  brewed  by  Scottish 
and  Newcastle  Breweries 
after  six  years'  research  by 
the  company  and  the  Egypt 
Exploration  Society  at 
Cambridge  university. 

It  has  bmn  known  for  de- 
cades that  the  ancient 


Egyptians,  Babylonians 
and  Sumerians  were  great 
brewers  and  ale  drinkers. 
Growing  grain  to  make 
beer  and  bread  tamed  them 
from  nomads  into  settlers. 
But  nobody  knew  what  the 
ale  tasted  like. 

Then  six  years  ago  a hage 
kitchen  complex,  inclading 
a brewery,  was  uncovered 
in  the  Son  Temple  of  Queen 


Nefertiti  at  Amiana,  where 
her  stepson  Ttrtankhamnn 
became  pharaoh.  Delwen 
Samuel,  an  arcfaaeobotan- 
ist  working  on  ancient  food 
analysis,  was  called  in  to 
study  vessels  from  the 
brewery  and  fi*om  bouses 
in  the  ci^. 

Applying  a scanning  elec- 
tron microscope  to  the 
starch  remnants.  Mr  Sam- 


uel found  that  the  Egyp- 
tians Inrewed  with  malt^ 
wheat  known  as  emmer. 
The  National  Institute  for 
Agricultural  Botany  grew  a 
batch,  the  first  time  emmer 
had  been  grown  in  Britain 
for  some  2,000  years. 

Scottish  and  Newcastle 
brewed  a batch  of  beer  and 
fiavoured  it  with  coriander 
and  juniper,  which  were 


Labour  executive  follows  Blair  lead 


Party  leader  wins  through  despite 
left’s  anger  over  neglected  issues 


Rebecca  Smfthers 
and  Seianas  Mlbie 


The  raulU-mlUlon- 
aim  publisher  Paul 
Hamiyn  has  funded 
more  than  half  the 
cost  of  Labour’s  On  the  Road 
to  the  Maniflesto  exercise,  it 
v.'as  revealed  yesterday,  as 
Tony  Blair  fended  ofifleitwing 
criticism  to  gain  support  for 
the  document  from  the  par- 
t>-'s  ruling  council. 

Despite  Labour’s  fondness 


for  criticising  wealthy  donors 
to  the  Conservative  Party,  it 
has  agreed  to  let  the  Labrnr- 
supporting  publisher  — who 
has  used  Ms  wealth  to  bring 
opera  to  “the  man  in  the 
street"  — to  stump  up 
£600,000  of  the  £1  million  mar- 
keting campaign- 
'nie  document  — described 
as  Labour's  “drfinitive  policy 
statement”  will  be  pub- 
lished tomorrow  morning  as 
New  Labour’s  election 
launchpad,  backed  by  the 
cami^ign  to  sell  it  to  party 


members  and  the  general 
public  through  television.  CD- 
Roms  and  public  meetings. 

In  addition  to  die  lo.ooo 
word  document  friere  wtU 
also  be  a mini-version,  and  a 
summary  of  the  party's  five 
main  pledges.  wMch  will  be 
sent  to  2 million  homes  in  key 
seats. 

Every  household  in  the 
country  will  receive  a potted 
version  of  the  proposals- 

Despite  rumblings  of  dis- 
sent about  Mr  Blair's  increas- 
ingly "autocratic”  leadership 
style,  the  document  was 
agreed  by  the  party's 
National  Executive  Commit- 
tee by  27  votes  to  two. 

As  expected,  leftwingers 


Dennis  Skinner  and  Diane 
Abbott  rostered  their  disap- 
proval about  some  policies, 
and  the  lack  of  any  real 
chance  to  change  ‘feeble" 
pledges. 

All  NEC  members  had  to 
hand  their  copies  in  at  the 
end  of  the  two  hour  meeting 
at  the  party’s  Walworth  Road 
headquarters  ~ except  Mr 
Elair. 

First  to  leave  the  meeting 
was  shadow  education  and 
employment  secretary.  David 
Blunketb  who  described  it  as 
"excellent,  very  good-natured 
and  extremely  unified”. 

Shadow  chancellor  Gordon 
Brown  said  "the  confidence 
expressed  by  the  NEC  shows 


Labour  is  ready  for  the  elec- 
tion and  ready  for  goivem- 
ment”,  in  marked  contrast  to 
the  Tmies.  whom  he  accused 
of  ccmducting  "a  black  war  of 
lies  and  deceh"- 

Ms  Abbott  said:  "I  voted 
against  the  document  as  it 
didn’t  say  anything  about  lull 
employment  or  jobs,  and 
there  was  no  specific  commit- 
ment to  tackling  racism”. 

But  she  insisted-  that  "the 
impixtant  thing  is  that  we 
unite  against  Mr  Major  to  win 
tiieelecticm". 

Mr  Skinner  said  his  propos- 
als to  renationalise  the  rail 
and  coal  industries  had  fallen 
on  deaf  ears,  and  be  was  con- 
cerned there  were  no  specific 


proposals  to  "tax  the  rich”  or 
on  a referendum  on  a single 
currency. 

And.  in  a reflection  of 
underlying  union  concern 
over  the  direction  of  Labour 
Party  policy,  a leading  official 
of  the  public  services  union. 
Unison,  sha^y  criticised  Mr 
Blair's  manifesto  plairs  to  peg 
public  spending  within  bud- 
get limits  set  by  the 
Conservatives. 

Geoff  Martin.  Unison's  Lon- 
don con%'enor,  called  them  a 
“kick  in  the  teeth  for  public 
services”  and  said  the  mani- 
festo offered  viituall}'  nothing 
to  his  members,  who  contrib- 
uted hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds  to  Labour’s  ethers. 


Illegal  tobaccxD  sales  ‘should  fund  under-1 6s  health  drive’ 


Chris  mhin 

Medical  Correspondent 


Health  groups  and 
anti-smoking  (xganisa- 
tions  yesterday  called 
on  the  Government  to  reallo- 
cate the  £108  million  it 
receives  every  year  from  ille- 
gal cigarette  sales  to  children 
under  16  to  mount  eSbetivo 
campaigns  to  stop  young 
people  smoking. 

A new  report  warns  the  de- 
cline In  adult  smoking  has 


stopped  and  that  among  teen- 
agers. particularly  girls, 
smoking  is  increasing.  In- 
stead of  the  Treasury  profit- 
\ng  from  the  111  health  chil- 
dren the  money  should  be  re- 
chanelled  to  stop  young 
people  smoking. 

The  report.  Cashing  in  cm 
Children  ■ Smoking,  says  in 
1994.  despite  government  tar- 
gets to  cut  teenage  smoking  to 
below  6 per  cent  12  per  cent 
of  children  aged  U-IS  were 
smcdcing  regularly,  meaning 
that  4-S  milfion  young  pe<q;ite 
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were  likely  to  become  regular 
smokers. 

The  report  says  arovmd  l? 
million  cigarettes  a week  are 
smoked  by  young  people  aged 
11-15  in  England.  850.000  in 
Wales  and  1.5  million  in  Scot- 
land. It  proposes  30  recom- 
mendations to  cut  teenage 
smoking  including  tax  rises,  a 
ban  on  advertising  and 
sponsorship,  better  health 
education  In  schools  and  an 
effective  ecackdrown  on  ille- 
gal sales  by  recruiting  more 
trading  standards  offl.cers  to 
police  tobacconists. 

It  calls  for  a ban  on  smok- 
ing in  public  places,  but  ac- 
knowledges tiiat  while  adults, 
particularly  parents,  con- 
tinue to  smoke,  children  will 
be  less  receptive  to  messages 
about  the  dtmgers. 

Christine  Godfrey, 'a  health 


economist  frtxn  Yo^  univer- 
sity who  contributed  to  the 
report,  said  the  Government 
received  £108  million  in  tax 
from  illegal  sales.  This  was  30 
times  the  ending  on  anti- 
smoking  campaigns  for  chil- 
dren in  1994,  and  10  times 
more  than  the  total  budg^  for 
anti-smoking  activities.  The 
figure  was  on  a par  with  the 
£100  million  spent  each  year 
by  the  tobacco  indusfry  in 
promoting  c igarette  smoking. 

Gordon  MeVie,  director 
general  of  the  Cancer 
Research  Campaign,  said:  'Tt 
is  extraordinary  and  perhaps 
immoral  for  the  Government 
simply  to  pocket  file  money 
from  the  illegal  sale  of 
tobacco  to  children.  Any  teen- 
ager who  continues  to  smoke 
r^uiarly  has  a 50:50  chance 
of  premature  death.” 


Taking  it  up 


Pereentaga  of  11-l6-year-ekls  who  have  become  regular  smokers.  Englerxl. 


1 
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new  appeal 

News  in  brief 


Fishermen  demand 
cash  for  catch  cuts 

NORTH  SEAfidiermen-sleaderslastnigt^^^^ 

-IteSSmisslonyesteraay  cut  the  total  aUow^t^n ^ 

tonnes  to  90,000  tonnes.  ...-^.-hpoiasic  Fishermen's 
Jim  Slater,  tdiamnan  of  the  Scottish  peiagc  r^n 
AsM^OD.sa2d:  "The  issue  of  compensation 

abeady  reached  with  their  bu>'ers.  This  w hole  uun«.  iws 

wewonld  ri^  complete  closure  inl99T. 

1^119  blunder  killed  wife 

wa9h.53.br  Westminstercoronerftul  Knapman. 

criticised  the  twodoctors 

cumd  as  a result  of  a mistake  with  "absolutely  dfivastauns  Qjl 

“^^^S'heard  that  Mrs  Burwash  had  goiie  to  the  fVinccss 
GracehospRal,  central  Londtm.  on  October  18  last  v*ear  for  a 

r^l^Tnnrphinft  nfamg,  but  resident  medical  officer  Richard  Homa- 

brook  bad  administered  30mg.  , ... ... 

After  the  inquest  husband  Brian  Burwash  said  he  would  be 
taking  civil  action  against  the  hospital. 


Harrods  owner  Mohammed  al-Fayed  at  tiie  launch  ofTutankhamun  ale,  and  R<^r  Protz  (top  left)  p«mining  the  merchanffise  uaRriNGocwiN 


grown  in  ancient  Egypt  and 
were  used  to  balance  the 
sweetness  of  malt  long  be- 
fore bops  were  discovered. 
The  be^,  6 per  cent  alco- 
hol. tastes  finity  and  the 
finish  is  dry. 

Proceeds  from  the  sale  — 
more  than  200  bottles  were 
snapped  up  yesterday  — 
will  go  towards  farther 
research  in  EgypL 


Gunman,  3,  starts  police  alert 

A THREE- VE.4R-OLD  boy  caused  a police  alert  when  he  was 
bougfata  toy  gun  to  ke^  him  quiet  while  shopping  with  his 
mother. 

As  Scott  SchiDemore  plaj'ed  with  the  plastic  pistol  on  the  one 
mile  drive  to  his  Portsmoiuh  home  from  a supermarket  two 
people  dialled  999  to  533' they  had  seen  a gunman  inai:v. 

^niea  the  car  st^9^  it  was  surrounded  by  oSioers  in  flak 
jaw-irp*^  *nie  adults  were  ordered  to  stand  with  their  hands  on  the 
rai-rfinf  gpmfl  TCfaUe  they  were  searched.  But  tlw 

"weapon”  wasa  plastic  cap  gun  tritha  bright  red  muzzle. 

Scofifs  number  Marie  said:  "It  really  put  die  wind  up  us.  Scott 
doesn’t  want  to  play  with  the  gun  because  he  thinks  the  policemen 
are  going  to  cxnne  again.  ” 


Tube  strike  today 

LONDON  Undergrounddriversstagea  second  strike  today,  with 
thepro^pectef  increasing  industrial  action tocome.  London 
’Ttcoutoorieixpecte  arounda  third  of’Tube  trains  to  be  ninnine 
despite  the  walkout  by  members  of  Aslef,  but  some  lines  are  likely 
I to  be  at  3 standstilL 

The  walkout  is  the  second  In  a series  of  four  24-hour  strikes  b>' 
Aslefoveradisputed  cut  in  the  working  week.  Meanwhile, 
members  of  the  Rail  Maritime  and  Transport  Union  are  voting  (m 
wheth«- to  strite  over  time  off.  raismg  tite  prospect  {rf  ccMJrtlinat- 
edst(«>pages  With  Aslef  throu|^  fiie  summer. 

Tran^rt  minister  Steven  Norris  urged  commuters  not  to 
drive  into  central  London,  but  to  use  other  forms  of  public 
transptnt  or  share  cars. 


Male  rape  research  urged 

RESEARCH  to  dispel  the  mytiis  surrounding  male  rape  was 
urged  by  academics  and  care  workers  yester^*.  Studio  have 
shown  male  cape  Is  far  more  common  than  previously  thought 
and  may  affect  up  to  3 per  cent  of  men. 

Michael  King,  of  the  Royal  Free  hospitaL  in  London,  said 
furfiier  woik  and  a greater  public  understanding  of  die  crime  u as 

needed.  |T  dunk  men  are  even  more  reluctant  to  report  this  dtan 

womea”  he  told  the  first  conferenceon  male  rape,  at  De  Montfort 
university,  inLeioester. 

As  with  female  rape,  research  has  shown  perpetrators  are  often 
known  to  their  victims,  but  men  are  often  very  reluctant  to  report 
attacks  and  can  suffer  serious  and  long-term  problems  as  a resiUt. 


Pets  set  to  ferret  ahead 

THE  number  of  ferret  fenciers  in  Britain  is  setto  multiply 

becai^  breeders  have  discovered  six  new  strains  of  the  animal  in 

I ??^S®!i^,®?®™^^J5’^®®®sMcKay,ownercffthe National 
I Ferret  School  based  in  CSiesterfiel^  Derbyshire 

Hesaidsome(rftben£wstrains,whichhrmgthetotal  number 

;^;^>orpretty”and"wmJeadtomlre^^ 

pe^ebecoEQ^mterestedinkeepingfiiemaspets”  Heesti- 

mated  more  than  1.2  million  people  in  Britain  had  a pet  fwet. 


in  a police  station  ceU  yesterday  laTuteh^a  ® 

renewed  attempt  to  dear  his  name — Md  to  ^ hwI 

Mdc^Ken^,  aged  48.  of  Stoke  Newington,  wnh  Londnn 


5ourc«.  OPC 


eSA  compensates  couple  for  distress  over  paternity  error 


Alan  Watfciiis 


The  wife  of  a man 
wrongly  accused  by  the 
CHiild  Support  Agency  of  fa- 
thering a child  by  another 
woman  bfl«s  been  paid  £2,000 
damages  by  the  agency  tor  die 
distress  caused. 

Yvonne  Entwistle.  of  Dover- 
court  KssftSL  and  her  hus- 
band. David,  aged  40,  who 
have  four  children,  endured  a 
nightmare  which  alm<»t  de- 
stroyed ttieir  marriage,  tbeir 
lawyer,  Homplwey  Bowles, 
said  yesterday. 


In  1994  3 eSA  official  tele- 
phoned Mr  Entwistle  and 
questioned  him  about  a child 
to  was  said  to  have  fafiiered, 
Mr  Bowles  said.  Mr  Entwistle 
pointed  out  fiiat  he  bad  bad  a 
successful  vasectomy  in  1991, 
and  the  c^cial  appeared  to 
accept  his  explanation. 

A year  lat^.  a summons  ar- 
rived from  the  agency  order- 
ing him  to  appear  before  mag- 
istrates. It  was  withdrawn 
when  the  s^icitor  intervened. 

Mr  Bowles  said:  “These  two 
actions  put  their  marriage 
under  great  strain  and  caused 
enormous  problems  for  their 


four  children.  Mrs  Enwistle 
became  extrenooely  distrustful 
of  her  husband  and  was  so  up- 
set that  she  bad  to  undergo 
psychiatric  treatment  over 
quite  a long  period.  They  had 
just  about  recovered  from  the 
situation  after  the  pbone  call 
when  their  difficulties  were 
compounded  by  the  arrh-al  of 
the  court  summons”. 

Mr  Entwistle.  a docker,  said 
that  after  the  phone  call  if  he 
went  out  for  a drink  with 
friends  his  wife  questioned 
him  closely  as  to  where  be 
had  been  and  who  he  had 
been  with.  “There  was  a tune 


when  I thought  our  marriage 
had  been  ruined."  he  said. 

Mr  Bowles  has  been  negoti- 
ating with  the  agency,  which 
at  first  denied  liability’,  for  18 
months.  This  week  it  agreed 
to  make  the  pa3Tnent  to  Mrs 
Entwffetle  and  a further  £1,250 
to  her  husband,  plus  costs. 

The  solicitor  said  he  had 
been  told  that  the  CSA  had 
confused  bis  client  with  an- 
other person  of  the  same 
n.*une  living. '30  miles  away. 

CSA  officials  said  a mem- 
ber of  staff  had  "misinter- 
preted” details  from  the  De- 
partment nf  Social  Services. 


Cancer  ease  doctors  cleared 


son.  agedss,  had  decided  rwt  toteU  C^Am^^ 
apparently  tedgnbtopstescarried^Jn^Sfe^^ 

Ayr.  Scotia^  bad  undergone  an  aborUMi  tofe^^te  ch^o- 

therapy  five  months  btfore  she  died  in  August 


0800  62  d3  64  MARTiNbAWES 


As  scientists  and  politicians  try  to  agree  internationally 
on  addressing  the  greenhouse  problem,  there  are  men  in 
suits  making  objections.  Their  perseverance  shows  the 
importance  of  their  mtesion  to  preserve  the  short  term 
interests  of  the  fossil  fuel  lobby  at  all  costs. 
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Renewing  your  home  insurance 
in  July  or  August 
and  want  to  save  inonev  ? 


If  you  are  50  or  over  call  free  » 

0800  414  525  o a 

SAGA 

Services  Ltd 


ext3527 

Une  open  Mad.T  lo  FHdap 
9am  ■ tipita.  Snnrdi^  9ani  - Ipu 
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Low-key 

Webber 

h its  note 
of  cynicism 


John  Mullin  sounds  out  Sir  Andrew’s 
latest  musical  in  the  West  End 


S 


Martin  Guerre,  his 
chum  Cameron  Macintosh’s 
forthcoming  West  End  attrac- 
tion, reckoned  Sir  Andrew 


some  sort  cf 
■n.e,e  ^ „e« 


more  cynicaL  Perhaps,  they 
suggested,  Sir  Andrew's 
floomy  predictions  fbr  the 
future  of  the  glit^  musical 
were  simply  designed  to  en- 
tice the  punters  to  his  new 


too  much  these  days. 

Nick  Allott,  executive  pro- 
durer  of  Cameron  Macintosh, 
said:  “I’ve  got  enormous 
respect  for  Sir  Andrew’s 
maths,  but  I'm  not  quite  sure 
where  he  gets  the  figures 


from.  Tickets  for  Martin 
ni^t.  \Wth  a Guerre  are  pegged  at  f38.50. 


handful  cf  actors  and  a sparse 
set,  it  comes  in  the  low  pro- 
duction cat^ory. 

Sir  Andr^,  who  is  associ- 
ated wi'Qi  the  big  musical 
loved  of  busloads  of  touri^ 
more  than  anyone  else, 
pitched  up  on  Classic  PM.  He 
had  bem  doing  some  sums. 
He  had  calctdatad  worry.  . 

T was  doing  an  equation  bn 
the  back  of  an  envelope  yes- 
terday — what  would  Cats 
have  cost  if  it  had  opened  in 
London  ibis  we^?  My  best 
guess  is  that  it  wmld,  have 
cost  £2.5 

Cats’s  origihal  price  in  Lon- 
don wse  £500,000. 

“We  were  £15  top  price  with 


and  we  hope  to  recoup  our 
cost  in  about  40  weeks,  play- 
ing to  capacity.  That’s  pretty 
normal  these  days. 

“Our  advance  sales  are 
about  £2.5  mtlHrtn.  and  that 
compares  with  around  £5  mil- , 
lion  for  Miss  Saigon  seven  j 
years  ago.  But  we  are  in  dif- 1 
ferent  times,  and  petqple  are  ' 
not  so  keen  to  put  down  their 
money  a year  in  advance. 

“The  danger  to  toe  musical 
is  not  so  much  in  tenna  of 
costs.  It  is  more  about  talent 
coming  along.  The  big  musi- 
cals of  10  years  ago  are  still 
the  big  sellers  today  with  the 
same  people  involved." 


OME  folk  thought  musicals  at  toe  moment  and 

. it's  going  to  bec^SrSS 


He  fhuikly  confessed  his 
worry,  and  suggested  Sir 
Camerou.  whose  £3.75 
production  of  Martin  Guerre 


Musical  makers . . . Cats  stars  Huthie  Henahall  and  Steven  Wayne  (left),  and  Sarah  Jane  Hassell  with  Roger  AUam  in  City  of  Angeb 


PHOTOGRAPHS-.  MICHAEL  STBPHBtS  and  NEIL  HIBBERT 


Hit  and  miss  on 

CATS 

Creatars:  Andrew  Uoyd 
Webber  and  CamercHi 
Madntosh. 

Storyline:  Men  and 
women  dress  tip  as  cats 
and  six^  along  to  T S 


iThinking  small  is  recipe  for  survival 

I fifTY  np  AWftPI  .Q-  w I 


• Andre  Ptas^maki,  behind  and  sxx^  along  to  1 
our  hcketSi  with  a lower  VAT  the  production  of  Pete  Town-*  BUnt*fiiiaetrv 
rete.  Now  if  h^  to  open  send’s  Tcmimy,  wondered  if  pmAivSmoQttte 
Cats  today,  to  be  able  to  keep  this  was  toe  same  Sir  Andrew  S2?5S***^®**®*®* 
pa«  tojd  do  ^ kind  ofpro-  soon  to  bring  back  to  London  JSSilSrpi 
ducQon  we  did.  if  mv  ealenla.  a ratritnl  f*r  T<u>mc>  JfeiUJtlL  OUilOn. 


pace  and  do  the  kiitd  of  pro- 
duction we  did,  if  my  calcula- 
tion is  right,  we  would  be 
charging  £75  a ticket"- 
Cats,  which  kicked  off  in 


a revival  of  Jesus  Christ 
Siqierstar,  which  was  Sir  An- 
drew’s early  big  success. 


Opened:  May  1981  at  the 
New  Loadon  Theatre. 


1981  with  the  critics  scoSjng.  ~the  wrong  side  bed 
is  now  the  world's  longest  maming.  How  he  uy  sub- 

runnihg  musical.  It  has  sidisad  thea^  .is  undennln- 
grossed  more  than  £1  blDion  ing  the  musical  at.  all?  Cam- 
worldwide.  Sir  .Andrew,  eron  Mgriwtn^Ti  put  on  Les 


“He  must  have  slipped  out  Sim:  Surpassed  A 
e wrong  side  ^ bed  this  Choiiis  line  tn  January 


knighted  in  199S.  -oaDtn]ued; 
“We  are  living  in  very  par- 


Miserables  with  . the  help  of 
toe  and  ttb  been  a roar 


lous  times  for  the  fature  ibf  I ingsdccesafor  lbyeare- 


as  the  world’s  lon^st 
nnffilwg-Tnngjffal  vpith  its 
6438th  show. 

Review:  ’^Anexhilirating 
piece  of  total  theatre’* — 

TVHcliftPl  railiiiglnTi 


CITY  OF  ANGELS: 

Creators:  Cy  Coteman 
and  Lany  Glebart 
Stor^ine:  Broadway 
award-winning  spom  on 
torttofrstyie  detectives 
andHollywood. 
]^x)diictjkm  costs: 
figwifninm. 

Losses:  £2.S  million. 
Opened:  Mmtdi  1993  at 
the  Prince  ofWales 
Theatre. 

Run:  Rigtit  months, 
lo^g  £20  J)00  a week. 
Review:  “Ttm  clever  fay 

TifllffhrttigfrjMHtinrml 

West  End  andienoe  for 
I mnsdkals”— fGcholasde 
Jongh,  the  Evening 
Standard. 


Michael  Billington  sees  a way  of  dodging- 
hard  times  for  West  End  musical  theatre 


O ANDREW  Uoyd  Web-  fore  you  go  into  profit  But  comparatively  small-scale 
ber  believes  toe  musical  there  Is  no  law  that  says  all  Lloyd  WebberAy^boum  By 
^^is  in  financial  trouble,  musicals  have  to  be  on  the  Jeeves,  which  opened  last 
Bttt  it  is  hard  to  shed  too  mammoth  scale  'of  Starlight  night  at  toe  Duke  at  York's, 


Martin  Guerre  opens  next  onwards,  those  who  have 
week).  But  the  runaway  sue-  reaped  tto  richest  rewards 
cess  of  the  modest-budget  should  plough  some  cf  toe 
Salad  Days  at  the  Vaudeville  money  back  into  new  shows 
is  a straw  in  the  wind,  and  toe  to  krep  ticket  prices  down, 
comparatively  sm^-scale  Dndmtshly  there  is  a crisis 


night  at  toe  Duke  at  York's, 


in  West  End  theatre.  A 
straight  play  can  cost  £250,000 
to  stages  A string  of  recent 
flops  is  deterring  pboducers. 


many  tears  when  18  West  End  Express,  Ihe  Phantom  of  the  may  well  be  a stmilar  hit  flops  is  deterring  pboducers. 

theatres  in  London  are  occu-  Opi^  or  Miss  Saigon.  fo  the  19S0s  and  1960s.  mu-  and  toere  are  legitimate  fears 

pied  by  the  genre,  when  toe  Indeed  Lloyd  Webber  told  steals  came  in  all  shapes  and  tiiat  the  threat  of  terrorism  is 

commercial  straight  play  Is  me  only  two  weeks  ago  that  sizes.  If  now  the  big  shows  are  making  touri^  thhOc  twice 

becoming  rare  and  when  he  sesnsed  the  era  of  the  big 


fo  the  19S0s  and  1960s,  mu-  and  toere  are  legitimate  fears 
steals  came  in  all  shapes  htmI  tiiat  the  threat  of  terrorism  is 


becoming  rare  and  when  he  sesnsed  the  era  of  the  big  becoming  prohibitively  ex- 
many  artists,  producers  and  musical  was  coming  to  an  mid  pensive  to  stage,  one  answer 
inve^rs  have  grown  seri-  due  to  stark  economic  reali-  is 'to  fninif  amaii  "is  your 
ously  rich  throu^  musicals,  ties  and  shifts  in  public  taste,  helicopter  really  necessary?" 

Let  us  concede  that  Uoyd  Admittedly  audiences  are  might  te  a question  toat  pro- 
Webber  has  a point  it  can  still  flodcing  to  toe  long-run-  ducers  toould  ask  oT  compos- 


is'to  fhinlf  gmall  "Is  yoUT 


this  year  about  visiting 
Britain. 

But  tba  hit  musicals  sur- 


helicopter  really  necessary?"  vive.  And  if  the  future  of  toe 
might  be  a question  toat  pro-  genre  looks  precarious,  toe 


take  £3  million  to  stage  a big  ntog  q)ectaculars  by  Lloyd  ers  and  lyricists.  And,  given 


obvious  answer  is  to  remem- 
ber that  small  is  not  ooly 


show,  and  It  is  often  a year,  Webber  and  Boublft-Schon-  the.  vast  preCts  -made  out  of  beautifuL  it  can  be  bountiful 
assuming  you  have  a hit,  be-  berg  (whose  The  Return,  of  many hig musicals  ftom  Cats  aswe^ 


My  son  admitted  killing 
child,  father  tells  court 


Pilot  denies  killing  soldier  in  ‘chicken’  game 


David  Ward 


Thr  father,  of  the  maw 
accused -of  killing  seven- 
year-old  Sophie  Hook 
told  a Jui7  yesterday  his  mind 
was  in  turmoil  after  his  son 
ccuffeseed  to  the  murder  as 
sat  alonie  In  a police  cen. 
“I  was  heph^  against  hope 
that  he  was  in  no  way  con- 
nected,'' said  Gerald  Hu^ies 
at  Chteteor  crown  cmari. 

Howard  Hughes,  • aged  31, 
from' Colw^  Bay,  north 
Wales,  denies  rajM  Sophie 
twice  and  stren^ing  her  be- 
fore rtwmpmg-  her  bruised  and 
bo^  In.toe  sea  at  Llan- 
dudno on' July  30  last  year.' 

His  fotiier,' 'describing' his 
visit  to  Llandudno  police 
gtatffm  on  Augusts,  sald  tiiat 
vrt»n  be  .aslsed  bis  son  di- 
rectiy  if  be  bad  committed  toe' 
murdm:,  he  bad  relied;.  “Yes, . 
dad,ldidit" 

He  had  told  his  son: ’-Ifl  am 
to  stay.ln  this  room,  1 .want  to  ' 
Trrww  whether  or  *•  not  you 
committed  this  affonce  a^  I ; 
want  smne  form  of  substantia- 
tion. wfaetoer  the  answer  is 
yesorno."  • • 

Wiighga  then  admitted. tim 
crime  .udttibut  miy  proixtot- 


ing.  Mr  Hughes  continued: 
“Be  said,  Tou  dent  know 
what  it  is  to  be:  sexually, 
frostratad’."  . . 

• Mr  Hughes  said  his  sou  bad 
told  him  he  had  gone  on  to  a 
bridle  path  behind- houses  in 

T.1arwliirtyin-  "He  Said  he  had 
enoountered  some  chUdira 
playing  in  a ba^  garden  in  a 
tent  He  had  asked  one  of 
a little  girL  to  come 
with  him  and  she  had  refused. 
Be  thvn  left  ■ - 
’‘Be  Mid  he  returned  in  the 
early  hours,  of  toe  following 
mpirnfaig. around  2am  — 
awd  again  went  to  the  garden 
and  thia  time  persuadsd  the 
little  girl  to  emne  with  him 
and  took  her  do^  the 'bridle 
l^to  to  the  beach.”  - 
' Hughes  a^ed.  if  liis  son 
had  sexually  assaulted  So- 
phie. “He  ssM  'Yes  1 -did’.  1 1 
agfcfld  how  he  came  to  kill 
' her.”.  He  added:  “He  said  she 
was  screaming  and  there 
were  people,  about  so  he  pnt 
bis  over  her -mouth  to 

^P>iw  screaming.  Be  hdd  it 
there  so  she  stopped.  In  his 
wwds..‘She  went  ‘ooofT  and  I 
knew,  then  I had  done  if.” 
Later  Bfr.Hu^ies  said  his. 
sc^^who  bad  appeared  snr^ 

. pritengly  eidm  during  hte  con- 


fossion,  had  remembered  that 
Sophie  had  “exhaled  or 
si^ed.  as  be  put  ft”. 

Be'had  asked  a poilice  oSi- 
cer  for  a map  so  Hughes  could 
show  where  be  had  burled  So- 
phle’s-iridtties  into  budies. 

He  later  left  the  police 
station.  'T  was  in  a timmoil 
mentally.  1 was  trying  to 
weigh  up  the  sttnatlM  as  to 
what  l^uld  do."  After  call- 
ing a family  conforence,  he 
returned  to  toe  police  station 
to  make  a statement  about  the 
bonfossion. 

FatrickBarriDgtai.QC.de- 
fending,  suggested  Hughes 
had  not  admitted  the  inurder 
and  had  said  only  ♦>»«*  he 
mi^  be  able  tohrip  wito  tire 
search  for  Sophie’s  clothes. 

' Mr  Hoghes  said:  “You  can 
I suggest  what  you  like  but  that 
is  rubbish ...  My  wish  is  that 
' I bad  never  seen  him  or  tried 
■ to  see  him.  I would  qot  be 
here  now  if  he  hadn't  said  it” 

He  said  his  son  had 
attended  a number  of  schools, 
ihclnding.  one  for  childm 
with  behaviour  problems, 
sem  many  psyetdateists,  been 
committed  to  a mental  hospi- 
tal, and  bad  once  Jumped  23t 
out  cf  a police  station  window. 

The  trial  eoitisues  today. 


RAF  crews  and  army 
ground  personnel 
played  a game  of 
“chicken"  with  low-Hying 
Hexcnles  transport  aitez^  a 
court  heard  yesterday.  • - 
Ihe  pilots  in  a special  unit 
developed  a practice  of  mak- 
ing very  low  level  passes 
above  ground  crew  recover- 
I ing  dropped  equfoment  Ihe 
ground  crew  responded  by 
, waving,  cheering  and  some- 
times dropping  to  ground 
to  avoid  the  ^wash  of  toe 
aircraft. 

Bat  toe  “bit  of  ftm”  mark- , 
ing  toe  end  of  oue  successful 
drop  exercise  led  to  the  death 
of  a soldier,  who  was-struck  j 
and  killed  by  a Hercules,  Bris-  j 
tol  crown  courtheard. 


Private  Chrish^toer  Game, 
aged  22,  from  Pool^  in  Dorset, 
was  standing  on  the  roof  of 
his  rerovery  bmek  when  he 
was  hit  on  toe  head  by  toe 
rear  ramp  of  the  Hercules, 
travelling  at  around  I40mpb 
and  between  12ft  and 
from  toe  grouxid,  the  coort 
heard. 

The  Hercules  pilot  Squad- 
ron Leader  Michael  Morison. 
aged  43,  a former  test  pilot 
denies  manslaughter.  He  is 
accused  of  killing  Pte  Game 
on  toe  afternoon  of  August  4. 
2994,  through  bis  criminal 
negligence,  while  he  was  pi- 
lotozg  toe  aircraft  in  an  air 
dro3  exeroise  at  toe  South 
Cezney  military  airfield,  near 
Cirencester,  Gloucestershire. 


Mark  Evans  QC,  prosecut- 
ing, claimed  tiie  pilot  was 
aware  toat  tiie  soMIct  was  in 
his  flight  pato  but  he  was  "in- 
differenf  to  toe  risks  be 
knew  were  involved. 

The  court  beard  Pte  Game 
and  Sqn  Ldr  Morison,  boto 
stationed  at  Brize  Norton,  in 
Oxfordshire,  were  in  ah  RAF 
and  army  unit  called  flie  Joint . 
Air  TYan^rt  Establishment  i 
which  tested  and  developed ' 
madtinery  and  techniques  for 
dropping  equlpnieDt 

Mr  Evans  said  that  on  toe 
day  of  the  exercise  Pte  Gaais 
and  other  drop  zone  persoi' 
nel  had  moved  in  to  recover  a 
crate  of  motorcycles  droiqied 
at  around  40Gft  by  S(^  Ldr 
Morison’s  Henrules. 


Notmal  practice  would  be 
to  carry  out  a survey  flight  of 
the  drt^.  but  Mr  Evans  said  a 
practice  bad  developed  of 
an  inspection  nin , 
often  at  very  low  leitels  “for  a ! 
bit  of  fun”,  which  Sqn  Ldr  | 
Morison  subsequently  did.  i 

Mr  Evans  maintained  toat 
for  an  inspection  flight  toe 
aircraft  should  not  have  been 
flying  low  — and  particularly 
notatl2-l4ft. 

‘There  was  a game  which 
involved  a bit  cf  bravado,  a 
game  fliat  could  be  described 
as  playing  chiricen,”  be  said 
“The  prosecution  say  toe  pato 
of  flie  aiicraft  was  d^berate." 

The  Jury  would  bear  evi- 
dence of  how  the  Hercules 
flew  at  70ft  above  the  road 


wito  Pte  Game's  lorry  di- 
rectly in  its  path.  Witnesses 
would  say  toe  aircraft  was 
“very  low”  over  the  airfield 
and  some  would  tell  bow  they 
ducked  to  avoid  toe  wash. 
The  aircraft's  rear  ramp  was 
down  and  it  struck  Pte  Game, 
causing  "drastic  iitjuries” 
ftum  whi(to  he  died. 

Mr  Evans  claimed  fl»t  Sqn 
Ldr'  Morison,  who  was  In 
riiarge  of  toe  manoeuvre,  -was 
“grotely  negUgent'’.  As  an  ex-  ■ 
perienced  pilot  be  would  have 
been  aware  of  toe  risks  in- 
volved, but  was  clearly  "tndif- 
forent"  to  them,  he  sakL 

Bravado  and  excitement 
arose  from  toe  creation  of 
toat  ri^  he  submitted. 

The  trial  continues  today. 


US  tycoon’s  wnfe  loses  divorce  court  battle  to  increase  her  £8.8m  payout 


Alex  Bellos 


The  former  wffb  of  one  of 
toe  world’s  .ridiest  men, 
who  claimed  her  lifestyle 
required  “an  absolute  znzni- 
muTTi  of  many,  many,  nuu^ 
tens  of  millions”,  yesterday 
lost  a l^al  chaHrage  to  in- 
crease taCT  seven-flgure  div- 
orce settlement 
Eatina  Dart's  Sfdicitor  said 


after  toe  Court  of  Appeal 
judgment  “This  will  mean  a 
m^jor  cut  in  her  lifestyle.  Bier 
I private  jet  will  have  to  go.” 
Mzs  Dart,  married  for  16 
years  to  toe  United  States’ 
burger  bos  tycoon.  Robert 
Dart,  failed  to  hicrease  her 
divorce  payout  made  at  toe 
High  Court  in  April  cf  £8.8 
million  and  £5,000  a monto 
maintenance  for  ber  two  <toil- 
dren.  Sfae  faces  an  estimated 


legal  bin  of  £1.5.mi21fon.  Her 
lawyers’  arguing  tiiat  she 
would  have  been  awarded  up 
to  £200  milUtw  gf  bgr  J2IJ3. 
band's  £900  millioh  ibrtune 
had  she  been  divorced  in  toe 
'DS,  was  rejected  by  three 
judges,  headed  by  Lady  Jus- 
tice Bufler-Sloss. 

Mr  and  Mrs  Dart  boto  37. 
married  in  Michigan  and  I 
lived  toere  until  1996  .'wfaen  I 
they  moved  to  Lcaidqn  l 


exiles.  Shortly  afterwards  Mr 
Dart  renoimced  his  US  citi- 
zenabip.  The  divorce  settle- 
ment meant  Mrs  Dart  lost  two 
Porsebes  and  a Ferrari,  and 
transforred  l,624shares  in  toe  | 
Dart  Coitainer  Corporation , 
to  hfr  Dart  In  return  she 
received  flie  money,  part  of 
whkto  was  to  allow  for  her  oc- 
casional charte'  of  a plane,  a 
emaU  second  house,  and 
^eteial  Items  of  clothing. 


Lord  Justice  Thope,  giving 
the . ruling,  said  in  a *hig 
money”  case  his  function  was 
•to  decide  the  boundary  be- 
tween toe  wife’s  “Feasonable 
and  unreasonable  require- 
ments". There  was  already 
provision  for  a fund  to  let  bfrs 
Dart ''indulge  herself '. 

Her  solicitor.  Margaret 
Bennett,  said  after  the  ruling 
^ would  continue  the  chal- 
lenge in  America. 
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News  in  brief 


Mandela  says  Major 

on  Nigeria 


M^jor  yesterday  for  stalling  in^d«  ^ 

artiononlytfhewassur8‘‘8Uomeroountries 

q^S?M?MandeIa  sakt  - Dai^utBere^rd. 
jt^uamesinirg. 


China  warns  HK  press 

oEBdal  Chinese  statements,  saying  Chjna  S critics  lirere 

I “h}arkiist"QfHoneK(»gundesirables— asensiw-e m 

p^ebcSded  ttte  plaite  aid  checked  aU  doCTiments 
Sree-pagg  listof  some  aoonames.  The  eight 
on  board  were  forced  to 

mmteandirturniminediatelytoHongKoi:®.  ^Andrew Hig- 
gins, Hong  Kong. 


Waterborne  rescue . . . Four  soldiers  wade  throogb  floodwaters  to  evacuate  a baby  in  Goiyang,  capital  t^Guizhoa  province  in  south-west  China,  yesterday.  Meanwhile  in  China's 
eastern  Zhejiang  province,  the  army  has  been  sent  to  evacuate  tens  of  thousands  of  villagers  trapped  torrential  rains,  after  at  least  10  people  died  and  28  were  left  wiigging 

Trapped  behind  bars  on  Kabul’s  front  line 


Gerald  Bourke  visits  traumatised  war  survivors  at  the  Afghan 
capital’s  ravaged  zoo,  once  a showcase  of  Asian  virildlrfe 


The  boisterous,  rag- 
ged youths  who  prey 
on  the  animals  in 
what  is  left  of  Kabul 
zoo  prefer  to  hunt  in  packs. 

They  svrarm  around  the 
compound  of  a solitary 
Nuristani  bear,  poking  the 
lethargic  beast  with  long 
pointed  sticks.  Csuoled  b>' 
his  friends,  one  scrambles 
on  to  the  roof  of  the  mon- 
keys' cage,  and.  balancing 
precariously,  feeds  discard- 
ed cigarette  ends  to  the  two 
fHghtened  inmates  darting 
about  below. 

A loud  roar  from  Agha 
AJkbar.  the  head  keeper, 
and  the  boys  scatter. 

Such  abuse  is  child's  play 
compared  to  the  suffering 


the  animals  have  already 
endured.  For  almost  two 
years  the  zoo  was  on  the 
front  line  in  the  most  vi- 
{ cioos  of  the  many  battles 
for  the  Afghan  capita). 

Overrun  and  occupied  by 
no  less  than  seven  Islamic 
factions  r>lng  for  control 
of  the  ci^’p  mis  one-time 
Asian  showcase  of  spacious 
enclosnres  and  manicured 
gardens  was  mercilessly 
pummelled  by  bombs,  rock- 
ets. mortars,  shells  and 
heavy  machine-guns. 

The  office  building, 
which  housed  a museum 
and  an  e.vtensive  library  — 
whose  lost  treasures  Mr 
Akbar  recalls  with  pride 
and  sadness  — is  a roofless 


gutted  shell,  its  walls 
gouged  with  bullet  and 
shrapnel  holes. 

Inside  the  main  gate  lie 
the  rusting  remains  of  a 
bus  that  once  carried  him 
and  other  employees  ta  and 
from  work-  Dozens  of  cages 
are  empty  and  overgrown 
with  weeds,  their  bars 
twisted  and  broken,  by  artil- 
lery barrages.  Others  are 
crammed  floor  to  ceiling 
with  spent  shell  casings. 

"Before  the  flgbtiwg 
had  nearly  100  species,** 
says  Mr  Akbar,  ^ed  55. 
who  tended  his  charges  as 
best  he  could  duou^oot 
the  conflict. 

Sixtecm  years  in  a job  that 
now  earns  him  £3  a month. 


he  dismisses  soggestions 
that  be  acted  beyond  the 
call  of  duty.  "Miiu  wa8n*t 
the  only  life  in  danger.  The 
animals  were  too.  They 
were  my  most  precious 
possesions." 

His  attempts  to  protect 
them  were  largely  in  vain. 
Missiles,  ballets  and 
hungry  comhatants  took  a 
heavy  toll.  “By  the  time  the 
shooting  stopped  last  year, 
there  were  just  three 
species  left." 

The  death  of  the  zoo’s 
only  elephant  was  slow  and 
painfbL  Demmited  by  the 
constant  bombardment.  It 
was  finally  sprayed  v^th 
shrapnel  fiom  an  inroming 
rocket.  For  the  next  ID  days 
it  thundered  around  its 
compound,  howling  and 
screeching,  before  collaps- 
ing at  last 

Few  of  the  survivors  es- 


caped unhurt.  A day  after 
M^an  the  lion  manled  and 
devoured  an  Islamic  holy 
warrior  who  dared  enter 
his  den,  the  fighter's 
brother  lobbed  a grenade 
over  the  fence  and  blinded 
him.  French  doctors  anaes- 
thetised Marjan  — the  Per- 
sian word  for  pearl  — sev- 
ered his  optic  nerves  and 
stitched  his  facial  wounds. 
Despite  his  disability,  the 
lion  remains  the  zoo's  most 
popular  attraction. 

In  a cool  undeiground 
cage  next  to  Mahan's  en- 
closure lies  an  ailhig  blade 
Russian  bear.  Twenty  years 
in  the  zoo  Imt  still  without 
a name,  she  sustained  a 
shrapnel  wound  to  her 
firont  paw  three  years  ago. 
It  has  yet  to  be  properly 
treated.  Wben  the  pain  bi^ 
comes  unbearable  the  tear- 
fiil  bear  poshes  its  paw 


under  its  cage,  waiting  fbr 
Mr  Akbar  to  apply  a sooth- 
ing ointment. 

But  Eabul  zoo  is  slowly 
retamimg  to  life.  The  Worid 
Society  for  the  Protection 
of  Animals,  based  in  Brit- 
ain, has  promised  to  re- 
sto^  the  dispensary,  which 
was  hit  by  a salvo  of  rock- 
ets. and  Mr  Akbar  expects 
the  first  supplies  to  arrive 
within  days.  Ballistic  ex- 
perts have  cleared  the  pre- 
mises of  mines  and  unex- 
plored ordnance. 

The  zoo’s  population  is 
expanding  again  too. 
Thanks  to  domestic  and  for- 
eign donations,  it  now 
boasts  some  70  species. 

But  the  elephimt  will  be 
difflcolt  to  replace.  AI- 
though  India  has  offered 
one,  cash-strapped  Eabul 
cannot  afford  £8.000  in 
transport  costs. 


Saudis  assured 
law  change  will 
stop  terrorists 


Richard  Norton-Taylor 
and  Kathy  Evans 


lALCOLM  RIFKIND, 
Ithe  Foreign  Secre- 
Itary,  met  members  of 
the  Saudi  ruling  family  last 
night  after  signalling  changes 
in  Britain’s  refugee  laws. 

A|^lum  is  to  be  denied  to 
individuals  engaged  in  what 
he  called  "inciting  or  directly 
helping  terrorism". 

Mr  Rifkind,  on  a visit  to 
Saudi  Arabia,  also  confirmed 
that  Britain  would  propose  a 
change  in  tiie  1951  UN  Con- 
vention on  Refugees  whereby 
anyone  "aiding  and  abetting 
terrorism"  would  not  be  en- 
titled to  claim  as>-lum. 

He  discussed  the  proposals 
with  Saudi  ministers  in  Jed- 
dah a week  after  the  bombing 
oTa  military  base  at  Dhahran 
which  killed  19  US  airmen. 

The  US  offered  a reward  of 
$2  million  (£1.3  million)  yes- 
terday for  information  lead- 
ing to  the  arrest  and  con\'ic- 
tion  of  the  bombers,  adding 
to  the  $3miUion  reward  al- 
ready offered  by  the  Saudi 
govenunenL 

Under  existing  British  law, 
the  only  overseas  crime  for 
which  foreign  nationals  can 
be  prosecuted  In  Britain  is 
conspiracy  to  commit  mur- 
der. The  (kfvernment  is  con- 
sidering how  to  extend  the 
law  of  criminal  conspiracy  to 
include  terrorist  activities 
abroad. 

Officials  the  the  United 
Nations  High  Commissioner 
for  Refugees  expressed  co^ 
cem  that  the  definition  or 
those  covered  by  the  proposed 
new  UN  convention  could  be 
so  wide  as  to  affect  those  refu- 
gees with  genuine  cases. 

"There  are  already  exclu- 
sion clauses  to  the  UN  Con- 
vention which  accommodate 
the  concerns  of  governments. 
S{ajd  a UNHCR  oSiciaL  “This 
issue  aiiBo  raises  the  old  ques- 
tion of  what  is  a terrorist  ’ 

Attention  has  focused  m 
Mohammed  al-Mas'art.  the 
Saudi  dissident  who  recently 
a Go^'ernment  at- 
tempt to  deport  him.  to 

Dominica.  ^ . 

British  ministers  admittea 
that  the  attempt  was 
prompted  by  concern  ex- 


pressed by  Saudi  Arabia  and 
fear  of  losing  arms  export 
dteOs. 

Mr  Rifkind's  visit  is  be- 
lieved to  be  Intended  to  mend 
fences  after  the  Mas’ari  case 
But  Mr  Rifkind  maintained 
that  Mr  al-Bdas'ari’s  continu- 
ing presence  in  Britain  had 
DO  significance  for  relations 
with  Saudi  Arabia.  British  ex- 
p(^  to  the  Saudis  had  in- 
creased 20percent  in  the 
first  three  moott^  of  this 
year,  be  said. 

Meanwhile,  princes  of  the 
Saudi  n^al  femily  have  been 
sent  tiureats  by  militwt  Is- 
lamic groups  active  in  the 
ktngdom. 

Faxes  sent  from  public  tele- 
phone booths  were  received 
by  King  Fahd’s  personal  sec- 
retary, the  head  of  Saudi  in- 


Saudi  royal  family 
members  are  likely 
to  be  the  militants' 
next  target 


telligence.  and  the  interior 
minteter.  , ^ 

Accoiding  to  the  American 
televiskm  station  ABC.  the 
threatened  "unspecified 
civilian  targets"  if  8 group  cS 
230  prisoners  arrested  in  1994 
was  not  released. 

As  w^  as  King  Fahd,  four 
senior  princes  were  men- 
tioned by  name  — Prince  Sal- 
man. governor  of  Riyadh, 
prince  Sultan,  defence  minis- 
ter, Prince  Nayef,  Interior 
minister,  and  Prince  Kbaled 
al  Feisel.  governor  of  the 
Soutbeni  province. 

Messages  received  by  the 
American  embassy  specifi. 
cally  mteitioned  the  Ameri- 
can international  School, 
virhlch  is  attended  by  the  chil- 
dren a€  diplomats  and  mili- 
tary personnel. 

Dr  Saad  al-Fagih,  head  of 
the  London-tased  Movement 
for  Islamic  Reform  in  Arabia 
said  he  beUeved  that  mem- 
bei3  of  the  royal  family  were 
likely  to  be  the  next  target  for 
the  Islamic  myitants.  rather 
than  the  American  forces. 


Leader  eonunent,  pa^e  q 


Anger  at  Clinton  plan  to  privatise 
vetting  of  government  employees 


Arizona  bomb  arrests  rise 

UNITED  STATES  federal  autiiteities  yesterday  announced  a 

further  arrest  over  an  allied  paramilitary  plot  to  boj^  govern- 
ment buildings  in  Arizona,  bringing  to  13  the  nuinbw- of  peegite 

detained.  _ . 

The  tetes*  arrest  took  place  late  on  Monday,  shortly  after  the 
govOTjmartchai^  12  people  it  said  were  members  Of  the  \ iper 
Miiito"  accused  of  con^iring  to  sp^  civil  disorder  by  blowing 
up  federal  and  local  government  offices  in  the  ^oenix  area. 

John  Magaw,  head  of  tite  Bureau  cf  Alcobol,  Tobacco  and 
Flzeanns  (AIT^  said  he  did  not  expect  an}' more  related  arrests  in 

the  immediate  future. 

But  Raymond  KeUy,  the  treasuiy  department’s  under-secretary 
forenfbrcement.  said  some  search  warrants  had  not  yet  been  fully 
<«xpnntpH_  “so  ifg  possible  there  could  be  more  arrests". 

According  to  tlm  indictments,  the  10  men  and  two  women 
initially  ajrested  had  been  training  fer  two  jears  to  destroy* 
several  buildings.  iivJuding  tfinse  bousing  the  Bureau  of  Alcohol 
Tobacco  arid  Fireu'Eas,  the  Arizona  National  (juard  and  the 
Federal  Bureau  (^Investigation. 

Police  seized  4001b  of  ammcaiium  nitrate  and  other  bomb- 
making  components  in  one  of  three  homes  that  were  raided,  and 
autoorities  the  Viper  Militia  had  a training  video  explaining 

bow  to  "collapse"  buildings. Reuter,  Washingtai. 

Lyon  reactor  breeds  protest 

A LEADING  EVench  ph^icisU  Raymond  Sene,  protested  yester- 
day against  a report  which  gave  the  go-ahead  for  using  the 
troubled  Superptaeois  test  breeder  reactor  near  Lyon  for 
research.  Nfr  S^e.  a member  d the  scientific  commission  which 
issued  the  report,  said  nothing  more  could  be  learnt  from  the 
reactor,  which  has  cost  more  than  £6  biliion  since  canstruction 
b^an  to  197A ‘‘This  is  not  the  fiixt  time  that  a scientific  deveiop- 
ment  has  gone  up  the  wrong  track,  and  it  needs  courage  and 
realism  to  stop  iL"  he  said. 

But  the  ccanmissioD  chaiiTnan,  Raimond  Otstaing.  yielded  to 
pressure  to  obtain  the  maximum  information  from  the  reactor 
because  of  the  hi^  tovestment 
Tbe  jU200-m^wattfest  breeder  was  taken  out  of  service  for 

safety  reasons  two  years  ago.  Ite  coattoued  use  will  anger  environ- 
mentalists, who  believe  it  threatens  cities  in  Finance,  Itab'  and 
Switzerland.  — Paul  Webster.  Paris. 


Jonathan  Froedland 
bn  Washington 


PRESIDEm'  Bill  Clinton 
has  altered  Congress, 
civil  libertarians  and 
leaders  of  his  own  party  with 
a plan  to  privatise  the  secret 
investigation  of  government 
employees — the  very  procres 
that  has  engulfed  the  White 
House  to  scandal  for  the  past 
fortnighL 

Under  the  scheme,  the  700 
employe^  of  the  Federal  In- 
vestigations section  the 
Office  of  Personnel  Manage- 
ment will  buy  out  their  de- 
partment from  the  United 
States  government  They  will 
then  run  about  40  per  cent  of 
the  background  security 
rtiecks  on  new  government 
appointees,  saving  the  tax- 
payer an  estimated  $25mil- 
lion  (£16  million)  a year  — 


and  makii^  a tidy  pn^t  for 
themselves. 

But  a coalition  of  Demo- 
crats and  Republicans  has 
warned  tbe  'White  House  that 
privatisation  could  result  in 
severe  lai^es  in  confidential- 
ity, at  a time  when  the  admin- 
istration is  already  under  fire 
for  purloining  as  many  as  700 
secret  liBI  files  on  leading 
Republicans. 

"Bran  within  the  federal 
government  we’ve  seen  an 
abuse  of  sensitive  files,  as  the 
current  FBI  case  illustrates.’’ 
tile  Democratic  senator  Paul 
Simon  said.  "Tuni  it  over  to 
private  Investigators  and  the 
invitation  to  abuse  is  going  to 
be  very  real" 

There  is  grave  concern  that 
private  gumshoes  might  leak, 
or  even  sell,  the  highly  dam- 
aging material  often  con- 
tained in  such  dossiers.  Back- 
ground research  routinely 


includes  criminal  records  as 
well  as  interviews  with 
friends  and  colleagues  to 
check  for  adulte^,  dnig  use 
and  any  behaviour  consid- 
ered unorthodox.  FBI  badk- 
groond  files  are  notorious  for 
their  inclusion  of  unsubstan- 
tiated rumour  and  innuendo. 

But  the  dlrectm:  of  fbe  Office 
of  Personnel  Management, 
James  King,  tosisted  that  the 
service  would  be  leakiirooC 
would  not  abuse  its  access  to 
tbe  Pentagon’s  investigative 
database,  and  would  lead  to  a 
"smaller,  more  efficient,  more 
market-driven  government  of 
theftitUFe". 

The  newly  privatised  ftnee 
— to  be  known  as  US  Investi- 
gations Services  — will  be 
responsible  for  checks  on  em- 
ployees  at  the  treasury,  ener- 
gy department  and  iminl^- 
tion  service.  Checks  at  the 
White  House  and  on  appoint- 


ments at  cabinet  level  will 
remain  with  the  i^.  The 
Pentegon  will  also  ctmtinue  to 
rely  on  its  own  investigators. 

White  House  officials 
pointed  out  yesterday  that  the 
privatisation  plan  had  in 
train  for  18  months  anri  was 
not  a panicked  response  to  al- 
legations of  incoitoietence  or 
dirty  tricks  in  the  handling'  of 
the  secret  FBI  fiitw 
• President  Clinton's  lead 
over  his  Republican  rival  Bob 
Dole  has  slipped  since  the 
recent  wave  of  geanriai^  a 
poll  showed  yesterday.  An 
ABC-Washisgton  Post  survey 
found  Mr  Clinton  ahead  of  Mr 
Dole  by  54 per  cent  to  40per 
cent  — down  fium  a 22-point 
advantage  in  mid-May. 

The  poll  also  fouj^  that  the 
majority  of  Americans  be- 
lieve Hill^  Clinton  commit- 
ted a crime  in  connection 
with  the  Whitewater  affair, 


US  parent-killers 
given  life  terms 


Jouatlian  Dreodland 
ki  Washington 


A LOS  ANGELES  Judge 
showed  the  limits  the 
"abuse  excuse"  yester- 
day whffi  he  sentenced  L^ 
and  Erik  Menendez  to  life  in 
prison  without  parole  for  kill- 
tog  their  parents  in  1989. 

The  brothers  rimmed  to 
have  sufifered  years  of  sexual 
physical  and  emotioi^  abuse 
at  tbe  hands  of  (heir  mother, 
Kitty,  and  fetiim',  Josa. 

Judge  Stanley  Weisberg 
said  file  two  men  deserved  no 
leniency  and  should  stove 
two  consecutive  life  sen- 
tences. one  for  each  parent 
"The  defendants  separately 
considered  killing  their 
parents,"  he  said.  "This  was  a 
decision  made  over  several 
days.” 

A key  piece  of  evidence  was 
the  brothers'  admisskm  tiiat 
they  had  paused  to  reload 
their  shotguns  to  order  to  kill 
their  mother;  a sign,  prosecu- 
tors said,  that  tbe  men  acted 
in  cold  blood. 

Prosecutors  sought  the 


death  penalty,  arguing  that 
the  brothers  could  commit 
further  crime  if  they  lived. 
But  a d^euce  tewyer.  Leslie 
Abramson,  said  it  was  ridicu- 
lous to  view  the  brothers  as 
dangerous. 

The  defendants,  who  have 
the  right  of  appeal  showed  no 
reaction  in  the  hushed 
conrtromn. 

Jose  Menendez  made  a for- 
tune in  the  entertainment 
business,  married  his  college 
sweetheart  Kitty,  had  two 
sons  and,  to  all  appearances, 
a chamM  life. 

*nie  parents  were  found 
murdered  on  August  10  1989. 
Tbe  sons  claim^  they  came 
home  and  found  them  dead.  It 
was  six  montiis  before  the 
brothers  were  arrested, . and 
by  then  they  had  h^un  to 
spend  their  parents'  money. 

Watching  yesterday’s  rul- 
ing was  Anna  Eriksson.  Lyle 
Menendez’s  prison  pen  pal 
turned  fiancee.  They  bad 
wanted  to  marry  befi^  he 
ftagsTi  his  prison  term,  but  foe 
ceremony  was  put  on  hold 
yesterday  until  the  judge  de- 
cides where  it  can  be  held. 


Inkatha  retains 
rural  support 


PWTOQHAPH:  MUCHTAR2AKABIA 


David  Beresferd 
In  Johannesburg 


The  Zulu  leader.  Chief 
Mangosutbu  Buiheiezl 
suffered  a setback  in 
KwaZulu-Natal's  first  non- 
racial  local  government  elec- 
tions: results  released  yester- 
day showed  support  for  his 
Inkatha  Freedom  Party  had 
sUpped  weU  below  50  per  cent 
The  final  figures,  released 
six  days  after  last  week's  poll 
gave  Inkatha  44.5  per  cent  of 
tbe  vote  against  33  per  cent 
for  the  African  National  Con- 
gress and  13  per  cent  for  the 
National  Party. 

to  tbe  1994  general  election. 
Inkatha  took  nearly  51  per 
cent 

The  ANC  decisively  won 
control  of  the  main  urban 
areas  of  Durban.  Pietennar- 
itzbui^  and  Richards  Bay 
While  tile  result  confirms 
KwaZulu-Natal  as  an  Inkatha 
Stronghold  — and  counters 
suspicion  that  tbe  general 
election  result  reflected  baJ- 
lot-ri^ing  — it  also  suggests 
that  Chief  ButheJezi  Is  unable 


to  extend  his  support  base  be- 
yond the  rural  and  essentially 
tribal  section  of  tbe  Zulu 
electorate. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking 
aspect  of  the  election,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  result  but 
the  comparative  peace  which 
settled  on  EwaZuiu-Natal  in 
the  run-up  to  polling. 

That  is  being  attributed  to 
the_  success  ^ the  special 
police  teams  sent  to  the  prov- 
ince from  other  parts  of  Sooth 
Africa  to  gather  intelligence 
in  problem  areas. 

The  Arrets  resulting  from 
their  investigations  appear  to 
Mve  dented  the  reputation 
for  impunity  of  the  local  war- 
responsible  for  the 
ANC-Inkatha  faction  fighting. 

About  27.000  police  officers 
and  4.000  troops  were  de- 
ploy^ in  the  province  for  the 

election. 

Last  week  constitutional 
have  criticised 
M Inkatha.sponsored  pnmn- 

- up 

for  certification  last 
® formula  far 
“to  legitimise 
armed  secession" 


Israel  strikes  in  Lebanon 


Allies  ‘wait  and  see’  in  Turkey 


• ** 
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oday  Russians  choose  their  president.  David  Hearst  in  Moscow  reflects  on  the  campaigns  and  weighs  the  candidates’  chances 

Lebed  stakes  his  claim  to  power 


^rise 


«proied 


AS  THE  ailing  Presi- 
dent  Yeltsin  pre- 
pared to  cast  his 
vote  today  in  an 
election  which  he 
nas  described  as  make  or 
or^  for  Russia,  his  security 
a^r,  Gen^  Alexander 
Lebed,  was  launching  the 
^ battle  to  tn- 
nent  his  throne  with  a sting- 
ing attack  on  the  prime 
minister. 

Ui^  the  constitution,  if 
Ap  Yeltsm  were  to  be  de- 
clare too  ill  to  carry  on,  it 
would  be  the  irime  minietpr 
Viktor  Chernomyrdin,  who 
would  take  over  presidential 
powers  for  three  months. 

, The  president  stayed  out  of 
sight  in  a country  residence 
yesterday  as  the  ofiBcially- 
controD^  media  tried  desper- 
atdy  to  stifle  Hears  about  the 
state  of  the  65-year-old's 
health  on  the  eve  (tf  the 
electitm. 

Mr  Yettsin  was  by 
aides  to  be  "working  on 
documents.” 

A pre-recorded  television 
broadcast  to  the  naHrm  mi 
Monday,  in  which  the  presi- 
dent stared  sombie-like  at  the 
camera,  did  Twt'hmp  dispel 
the  fears  for  his  well-being 
which  have  grown  since  he 
dropped  out  A sight  mi  June 
28  and  all  engage- 

pients.  He  is  said  to  be  snflbr- 
firom  nothing  more  than 
ttie  afto-effects  of  a cold. 

Without  retefi'ing  to  Mr 
Chernomyrdin  by  «»»»,  Gen 
Lebed  uzdeashed  a withering 
attack'OD.  the  oQ'and  gas 
lobby,  with  which  the  prime 
miniver  is  closdy  aaa^jat<^ 
accusing  it  of  being  a state 
within  the  state. 

Gen  Lebed  said:  -Tt  has 
fteedom.powerandmoney.lt 
has  an'  twtemfliKnnal  twyigw 
and  it.  provided  for  itself  an 
overwhehninglnfluence  in  all 
the  regicms  the  coontry.  in 
the  government  and  in  the 
president's  eaatourage . . . Yon 
have  to  ask  yours^  whether 
it  is  not  the  state  but  the  raw 
material  capital  that  is  reaQy 
In'charge." 

If  Mr  Chernomyrdin  was  to 
go.  a lauge  amount  of  Western 
confidence  in  Mr  Yeltsin's  . 
reform  pn^ramzne  would  de- 
part witti'hiin.  He  has 
the  Russian  government  on  a 
low  inflationary  course  by 
keeping  a ti^t  lein  on 
money  sum^. 

Meatnghflp,  Gen  Lebed  has 
claimed  ^hat  he  -needs  even 
more  powers,  and  hu  listed 
all  the  ouunUy’s  problems -tt 
ecological  and  eocmamic 
which  he  said  only  he  could 
solve. 

'T  don't  want  power  fbr 
power's  sake.  I am  not  a man- 
star  ...  I am  a human  being.'” 
he  said.  ■ 

, Without  participating  in 
todsy^s-vote.  the  paratroops' 
general  could  be 'tire  only  per^ 
son  who  stands  to  gain  from 
tt. 


The  devil  the  electorate  knows 


Boris  yeltsin 

his  campaign  as  he 
started  it,  his  voice 
GToaldne  with  fktigue.  But  in 
tl^  time  between,  the  Russian 
preside!  and  bis  teams  of  ad- 
visers constructed  a fowling 
edifice  of  a gawipaTg^y,  dte  suc- 
cess of  which  lay  in  turning  a 
re&rendum  an  flie  last  five 
torrid  years  of  refbnn  into  a 
vote  on  Russia's  ftiture. 

When  the  e«mp»ign  began 
in  February,  Mr  Yeltsin's  per- 
sonal ratixig  was  so  low  that 
few  could  have  believed  he 
would  go  on  to  win  the  su> 
port  of  one  third  of  the  elec- 
torate in  the  first  roimd  of 
voting. 

To  secure  a seetmd  tern 
today  he  will  have  to  have 
succeeded  in  persuading  mil- 
lions of  wavering  Russians 
that  their  real  interests  lie  in 
voting  for  the  devil  they 
know. 

'Riose  undecided  voters  are 
people  who,  to  a greater  or 
lesser  degree,  share  tire  oppo 
sltions'  disquiet  about  the 
war  in  Chechenla,  the  loss  of 
the  empire,  the  flooding  ol 
Russia's  fledgling  market 
with  cheap  Imports,  flie  col- 
lapse of  agrlcultiire  aM  in- 
dustry, and  the  rise  of  tiie 

maflfl 


Yeltsin’s 

campaign 


Only  a minority  of  Mr  Yelt- 
sin's supporters  are  dle'hards 
who  have  kept  faith  in  the 
president  as  a democrat  since 
his  first  days  in  power.  Tliey 
acknowledge  the  mistakes, 
but  attribute  tham  to  the  bad 
bayans  .around  the  tsar,  not 
flie  tsarhimsalf. 

Many  who  vote  fbr  him 
today  will  be  people  who  in 
the  past  have  registered 


strong  anti;YeItsin  votes. 
What  is  bringing  them  in 
Srom  the  cold  is  the  ibar  of  the 
unknown. 

Elach  small  businessman 
who  owns  his  own  flat  and  a 
ooi^Ie  of  kiosks  fears  what 
tomorrow  may  bring.  He  has 
already  arranged  his.  ‘'rooT' 
— the  agency  to  whom  he 
pays  protection  money  — and 
he  has  paid  his  bribes  to  the 
array  of  local  officials  who 
feed  off  his  profits. 

He  hates  them,  but  at  least 
he  knows  who  they  are.  A 
new  leader  in  the  Kremlin 
would  probably  mean  a new 
face  in  the  town  hail  and  sew 
underli]^  after  their  cut 
’ Mr  Yeltsin's  messs^  of  sta- 
bility means  familiar  feces 
with  an  interest  in  keeping 
thingg  as  they  are. 

But  the  protest  part  of  the 
vote  is  still  there.  The  alli- 
ance witii  former  anti-Yeltsin 
voters  is  a temporary  one. 

His  vote  has  been  blown  up 
like  a balloon,  inflated  by 
handouts,  nationalism  and 
anti-communism.  Previous 
attempts  to  construct  a presi- 
dential party,  such  as  Rus- 
ria's  Choice  or  Our  Home  is 
Russia,  collapsed  after  each 
election. 

All  Mr  Yeltsin  needs  to  do 


is  to  get  back  in  power,  and 
then  all  bets  are  off.  Each 
time  he  abandons  one  col- 
lesigue  to  find  another  one. 
Such  was  the  fete  of  Yegor 
Gaidar,  the  first  radical  dem- 
ocrat prime  minister  in  1993, 
and  such  might  be  the  fete  of 
Viktor  Chemom>Tdin,  the 
current  prime  minister. 

Since  the  first  round  of  vot- 
ing, in  which  Gennady  Zyu- 
ganov came  uncomfortably 
close  to  Mr  Yeltsin,  the  presi- 
dent has  welcomed  General 
Alexander  Lebed  — and  the 
votes  he  should  bring  — with 
open  arms.  The  question  now 
Is  whether  Gen  Lebed  can  be 
abandoned  as  easily  as  the 
others. 

Each  time  the  national  se- 
curity adviser  opens  his 
mouth,  his  brief  gets  wider. 
“National  security"  now  in- 
cludes control  over  the  econo- 
my. the  industrial 

complex,  agriculture,  the 
price  raw  materials,  and 
even  the  price  of  a loaf  of 
bread. 

Russians  are  being  told  that 
a vote  for  the  Yeltsm.'Lebed 
ticket  of  espertence  and 
youth  is  a vote  for  the  future. 
That  fliture  is  a very  uncer- 
tain one  if  Gen  Leb^  really 
comes  to  power. 


Mild  manners  maketh  the  man 


Flower  power  ...  An  elderly  woman  in  the  sonthwn  Russian  city  of  Krasnodar  sells 
gimflower  seeds  in  fktmtofa  Boris  Yeltsin  dectionpwter  PHoroGHsPKViKnstKORarAYe/ 


Gennady  Zyuganov’s 

Mimpaign  baa  tnfhri- 

ated  the  pundits  and 
defied  the  rules.  It  has  been 
quiet,  staid  and  conservative 
when  everyone  expected  tt  to 
be  raucous,  angry  hungry 
for  votes. 

For  most  of  the  time  foe 
Cossmunist  IpjHpt-  haig  been 
content  to  laeacfa  to  foe  con- 
verted. He  holds  foe  snK»rt 
of  about  24  million  voters;  and 
conventional  wisdom,  so 
often  proved  wrong  in  Roa- 
sian  elections,  dictates  that 
be  cannot  get  much  more. 

Only  in  the  last  two  weeks' 
has  a press  conference  by  Mr 
Zyuj^ov  set  the  political 
agpnda 

His  offer  to  participate  in  a 
coalition  government  pro- 
voked up  a rich  fidw  of  coio- 
txadictory  statements  ftom 
clan  chiefs  around  Mr 
Yeltsin. 

But  Mr  Yeltsin's  recent  dis- 
appearance prompted  a rare 
burst  of  aggression:  Mr  Zyu- 
ganov devoted  his  precious 
last  five  minutes  of  broadcast- 
ing time  on  national  televi' 
Sion  (In  wtiicdi  he  has  been 
virtually  barred  access)  to 
branding  the  president  a 
Western  lackey. 

“Be  is  in  fevour  of  ERussia] 


Zyuganov’s 

campaign 


being  a beggar  state  sitting  in 
the  anteroom  cf  the  G7  bafo 
house,”  he  said.  “You  will 
cbooee  either  a strong,  power 
ful  Russia  or  a colonial 

adTwfntQfr^tiOP,” 

But  Mr  Zyuganov’s  tone 
has  generally  been  soft,  even 
defensive.  Why? 

tt  has  been  said  tiiat  his 
campaign  has  been  an  admis- 
sion cf  d^bat,  and  that  he 


never  stood  a chance  of  un- 
seating a president  who 
placed  an  it^  riamp  on  all 
national  television  channels, 
and  who  had  unlimited  finan- 
cial wftawa  et  his  diajwvM] 

Certai^  Mr  Zyuganov  was 
limited  in  how  fer  he  could 
stretch  his  own  coalition  of 
"national-patriots".  Prom 
fire-breathing  Stalinists  who 
openly  advocate  foe  return  of 
foe  giUag  to  moderate  free 
market  nationalists  is  no 
mean  distance.  To  stretch  too 
fer  into  foe  centre  would  ri^ 
the  loss  of  Vflctor  Anpilov,  the 
Stalinist  of  Working  Russia 
who  won  almost  5per  cent  of 
ttie  vote  in  the  parliamentary 
elections  in  Decamber. 

Mr  Zyuganov  proceeded 
cautiously,  ajod  bis  mildness 
of  tone  exdlted  foe  rabid  anti- 
communists on  Mr  Yeltsin's 
campaign  team  to  redouble 
their  efforts.  But  the  more  ex- 
cited his  oppcmenis  got  foe 
more  effectively  Mr  Zyuganov 
made  his  central  point:  that 
foe  real  extremists  are  al- 
ready in  power. 

In  taikteg  about  the  need 
for  compromise,  Mr  Zyu- 
BU30V  was  prising  open  Mr 
Yeltsin's  rampaipn  team. 

But  flie  Commtmist.  cam- 
paign has  produced  one  very 


marked  success;  its  mani- 
festo. Who,  for  instance.  Said 
the  foUowing  on  Sunday? 

“The  work  of  the  ministry 
of  economics  has  to  change 
substantially.  It  has  te  give 
priority  to  the  federal  and 
regional  principle  of  plan- 
ning.  I consider  the  govern- 
ment must  strengthen'  foe 
state  regulation  cf  ttie  econo- 
my. I am  speokiDg  about  the 
basic  branches,  fuel  and  ener- 
gy Comdexes,  transport  ma- 
chine building,  defence  indus- 
try and  agriculture.'' 

It  was  neither  Mr  Zyuganov 
nor  General  Lebed.  These 
were  the  words  of  Boris  Yelt 
sin.  the  original  free  market- 
eer himself. 

- All  the  main  props  of  Mr 
Zyuganov's  i^tform  are  now 
mainstream  ideas,  including 
constitutional  changes  to 
limit  foe  powers  of  the  presi- 
dent and  have  parliament 
choose  foe  prime  minister. 
The  biggest  advocate  of  this  is 
Gen  Lebed. 

Even  if  he  loses  tiiis  elec- 
tion, Mr  Zyu^nov  knows  how 
close  he  is  to  patting  not  only 
his  policies  but  his  men  in 
power.  He  will  have  fonda- 
mentally  changed  Russia’s 
course.  He  may  lose  the  battle, 
but  win  the  war. 


Spain  on  alert  as  Basque  separatists  end  truce 


AdMa  Qooeh  hi  MaMd 


tPAlN  is  bradng  itself 
a . foesh  wave  of 

separatist  vior 

lence  after  the  guerrilla  group 
ETA  decided  not  to  ext^  a 
weeki-long  trace,  shattering 


Security  forcte  were  on  foil 
alert  yestkday  as  the  fotenor 
minister,  -Taime  Mayor  Or^fa, 
waned  that  he  expected  a 
terrorist  attack  “in  com^ 
weeks'^.  But  be.added  that -me 
goyanxmeut  would  continue 
its  omeiliatoiT-apsiroech.and 
stand  by  a deciskm  to  relocate 
32  . eta  priKmm'S  in 

jaiia  clbeeF  to  ^ ' Basqae 
country.' 


The  government  announced 
the  move,  meeting  a long- 
standing Basque  demand, 
after  ETTA  said  tt  had-  imple- 
mented a week-lo^  truce  — 
a symbolic  period  given 
foat  its  attacks  take  place 
'inficequenfly. 

De^te  calls  fiom  peace 
groaps,  and  opinion  polls 

which  suggested  90  per  coat  of 

Basques  wanted  the  ceasefire 
to  continue,  ETA  felled  to  ex- 
tend tt.  It  i^ected  the  condi- 
tions put  toward  by  Basque 
political  parties,  with  the 
backing'  of  central  govern- 
ment, ttw  dialogue  to  b^in. 

. These  included  ertmding 
ttie  ceasiffire  tinebndtticHially 
and  fireedng  a prison  officer 
ItiidxuQiped  last  January.  ■ 


Athenian  lovers 


HalMia  SnMi  in  AtfMM 


After  a break  of  K 
years;  the  Acropolis 
has  been  reopened  to 
the  pnbUc  at  night  — tmt 
only  on  sunun^  eveninss 

wtaesn  the-moonlAfti^ 

' "The*  moon  - oontribotes 
greatly  to  love.”  trilled  the 
enririmment  minister  Cos- 
tas  Laliotis, . who  was 
among  the:  9,000  who 
dlmbed  foe  tael^  above 
jStTiAiw  on  Monday  nl^t 
when  the  him  stay^  open 
until  lam.  . ,, 

"There’s  nO  one  twu 
come  here  aiM  not  M 

aortic,  ir  yoa  s^  a Irtfle 

lunger  tt  will  make  yon  »ei 

why  «« 

army  officers  who 
emed  Greece  betw^ 

74  launched  Operation  Vi^ 
tne,  shotting 
A^polis  at  all  year 

ronnil  in  1971-  , 

*«Wbeh  it  came  to  dosing 
time,  all  these  couples 

^ronld  go  and  'hlde^bdimd 

the  oolnmns,"  recalled  Ni- 


]i;os  Panaylotopo-nlos,  a 
aniutt.  “My  colleagites  Jnst 
coiildn't  g^  rid  of  them.” 
'Faday's  rnling  Socialists 
have  decided  they  can  live 
^rifb  this-  To  make  the 
TKrtttt.  (Hily  foe. great  slip- 
pery marble  stairs  that  lead 

up  to  fhb  fiflh  oentniy  BC 
edifice  are  being  especially 
lit  ftar  visitors. 

- "1  have  dreamt  of  bring 
up  here  on  a romantic  night 
inra  since  I vwtf  a teen- 
ager,'* said  the  cuttnre  nttte 
j5ter,  Stavros  Banos,  who 
tixft  office  six  months  ago. 
"I'dedded  to  open  It  np  at 
the  first  opportnnUy.** 

. “Even  if  it’s,  covered  In 
seaflfelcUng,  tt  Jnst  - blows 
your  mind,”  an  Australian, 
Neil  Francis,  said  above  the 
strains  of  a string  qpiartet 

“if 

lt*s  like  this,  it  should  be 
opmi  every  ni^it.’* 
jfe  winter,  bowe^  ^ 
on  summer  nighte  with  Ut- 
tle  moon,  the  site  will 
rmuain  closed.  The 
ftdl  moons  fell  on  July  ZR 
and  August  30- 


Ttie  short-lived  truce  has 
been  seen  as  an  attempt  by 
more  moderate  elements  in 
ETA  to  test  the  new  coiserva- 
tive  Popular  Fmtr  (PP)  gov- 
ernment in  Madrid. 

The  FP.  vfoicb  advocated  a 
tOQ^  anti-ETA  line  -white  In 
opposition,  felled  to  achieve  a 
mai<adty  In  the  general  elec- 
tion last  March,  and  was 
forced  into  a pact  with 
Basque  and  Catalan  national- 
ists. Stnmg  cooperation  has 
been  established  bo 
twero  Madrid  a^  the  Basque 
r^onal  administration,  run 
by  moderate  nationalists. 

**Ihi8  Is  tile  first  test  cf  that 
alliance  Since  the  PP  took 
and  foe  democratic 
fbroes  have  come  tiirough 


with  flying  colours,  showing 
they  are  more  united  than 
ever  befera”  said  one  mem- 
ber of  the  Basque  admhiistra- 
tlon.  “That,  at  least,  is  cause 
for  optnnlsTn.” 

Those  who  have  followed 
HfA’s  2&-year  srispendeitee 
struggle,  which  claimed 
800  victims,  say  tt  was  almost 
inevitable  ttiat  tts  offer  of 
talks  would  be  stiUborn.  ETA 
is  now  cootroOed  by  a radical 

-harriUria  fefrHnn  fer  removed 
finm  the  group’s  original  sep- 
aratist aims. 

AMinngh  suggKirt  for  ETA's 
pdlttical  wing.  Herri  Bata- 
suna. is  slin>ing,  the  party 
retained  its  two  seals  In  foe 
general  eleetion. 

Operationally,  foe  group 


remains  well-equipped  and 
has  benefited  from  low 
morale  in  the  police  and  para- 
mllttary  civil  giuud,  afi^  Ju- 
dicial Investigations  Into  the 
“dirty  war”  fought  seml-offi- 
dally  in  the  1860s. 

“OWim  foal  foe  govern- 
ment reacted  to  the  truce 
offer  wen,  with  the  prisoners 
concession,  tiie  controlling 
fection  win  want  to  send  a 
message  to  supporters  re- 
afBi-mtng  tts  tn^tional  posi- 
tion that  ETA  is  engaged  in  a 
-war  with  an  tntrazislgeiit  op- 
ponent,” one  Basque  source 

The  decision  to  relocate 
selected  BTTA  prisoners  to 
Basque  lails.  In  contrast  to 
foe  pz^^ous  government's 


policy  of  dispersing  them  in 
prisons  throughwt  Spain, 
has  been  particularly  well- 
received  in  the  Basque 
country. 

The  last  known  direct  nego- 
tiations between  FTA  and 
Madrid  brake. down  in  Al- 
giers in  19B9.  The  Socitdist  ad- 
ministration maintahied  ia- 
fonnal  coulacts,  but  tiieee 
were  ended  by  foe  new 
governmenL 

The  prime  minister,  JosS 
Maria  Axnar,  who  has  stepped 
up  police  co-operation  with 
France  and  diidomatic'edfocts 
to  ensure  ETA  membdtb  can- 
noi  seek  safe  haven  abroad, 
says  any  talks  will  have  to 
take  place  openly  afiec  an  UQ- 
coDditional  ceasefire. 


Karadzic  to  ramain  ‘president^ 


Julian  Boffuar  In -pale 


Gael  BHDT.  the  inter- 
national coTOTnunity's 
high  itvresentative  in 
Bosnia,  agreed  yestorday  that 
Radovan  Karadzic  could 
letafo  the  title  Of ‘^tresidenT 
of  Bosnian  Serb  territory, 
Fecaivlng  promises  that 
the  separatist  leader  would 
have  no.real  power. 

According  to  the  deal  wifo 
tire  Bosnian  Serb  leadership, 
another  hardliner,  Biljana 
PJavsk^  will  over  “presi- 
dential fUhcUoins'',  but  Mr 
Karadzic  will  stay  on  as  the 
head  of  foe  Serb  Democratic 
Party  (SDSX  vfoich  dominates 
politics  in  Republika  Srpska 
(foe  SriMrddhalf  of  Bosma). 

The  deal  which  lifts  foe  im- 
mediate threat  of  saoctioas 
{ignjust  the  Bosnian  Serbs, 
was  greeted  wifo  scorn  by  Mr 
Bildrs  critics,  who  dscrlbed 
it  as  a cfonbdown. 

Last  week's  G7  summit  In 
Lyon  demanded  Mr  EaraA 
SC's  removal  JBrom  power  and 
his  deliv^  to  the  DN  war 
crimes  tribunal  in 'Hie  Ha^ 
to  fece  charges. 

After  a three-hour  meeting 
Mrs  Plavsic  in  the  Serb 
stronghold  oT  Pale,  Mr  Bfldt 


said  he  had  been  assured  that 
ttwre.  would  be  a "total  tran^ 
fer”  of  powers.  “Rom  the 
ride  of  t>M»  com- 

munity, we  will  watch  ttm  de- 
velopments over  foe  next  few 
days  and  carefuUy  evaluate 
this,” 

Mrs  Plavsic,  a biolc^ist  emd 
one  of  foe  ideric^nes  of  ethnic 
rieanring  — which  she  oooe 
described  as  “a  cmnplete^ 
natural  thing" — said  ^e  had 
no  ptens  to  deliver  Mr  Karad- 
zic or  other  accused  war  crim- 
inals to  The  Hague. 

Sttting  next  to  Mr  BUdt  she 
said:  “That  is  forbidden  ao- 
cording  to  our  law.  Th(»8 
-who  are  accused  answer  only 
to  our  courts." 

The  formal  ttansfer  of 
power  was  first  agreed  last 
Wednesdior,  but  it  was  kft 
unclear  whether  Mr  Eaxadsic 
would  retain  foe  title  of  inesl- 
dent.  The  Bosnian  Serbs 
appear  to  have  won  that 
argument 

Mr  Bildt  said  he  did  not 
care  wlmt  Mr  Karadzic  called 
himself  The.  Bosnian  Serb 
leadership  threatened  to  call 
new  elections  if  Mr  Karadzic 
was  forced  to  resign  outright, 
he  pre-emptii^  foteroa- 
tionally  monitored  national 
elections  due  in  September. 


John  Fawcett,  a US  analyst 
at  the  Znteruational  Crisis 
Group  (an  independent  orgao- 
Isatiou  monttorlng  the  imple- 
mentation of  foe  peace  agree- 
msitl.  said:  “tt's  absolntely 
qrtnetess.  Every  time  we  try 
to  manoeuvre  wifo  the  Serbs, 
we  lose.  We  have  foe  force 
here.  We  should  Just  make 
him  go.” 

Mr  Karadzic  scored  another 
apparent  victory  yesterday 
when  Mr  Bildt  ovezruled  his 
own  d^uty,  Michael  Steiner, 
on  the  issue  of  5DS  leader- 
ship. On  Monday,  Mr  Steiner 
said  the  powerful  role  of  party 
chief  was  a public  ftmctiop,  so 


Dayton 
^''.warV 


— according  to  the 
agreesnent  — 
criminals  Him  Mr 
were  barred  firom  holding  flie 
office. 

Yesterday  Mr  Bildt  inetyted 
that  flie  Job  was  legally  a prt- 
-vate  flincticni  arwl  tbcaafbre 
not  proscribed  by  foe  Dayton 
treaty.  The  issue  has  brougitt 
to  the  suzfece  a personal  rift 
between  the  Mr  Bildt  and  Mr 
Stainer  which  sevei^  nfth^r 
staff  say  is  handicapping  the 
work  of  the  high  representa- 
tive’s office. 

Yesterday's  agreement  was 
bitterly  criticised  by  the  Boe- 
nian  government 


EU  ruling  opens 
doors  to  teachers 


Julia  WoK  in  Bnmmls 


The  European  Court  cf 
Justice  yesterday  came 
to  foe  aid  of  teachers, 
musicians  and  other  EV  dti- 
zens  trying  to  get  work 
abroad. 

tti  three  judgments,  tt  ruled 
that  Belgium,  Greece  and 
Luxembourg  broke  European 
laws  by  preventing  non- 
nationals  from  holding  public 
sector  jobs  in  fields  rangme 
fimn  education  to  post  and 
tetecomm-umcations. 

Tite  fliree  countries  win  now 
have  to  dian^  thrir  legisla- 
tida  to  end  the  restrictions. 

The  court  and  the  European 
Commission,  which  brought 
the  three  cases,  are  trying  to 
promote  freedom  cS  move- 
ment for  workers,  a basic 
right  under  EU  law. 

The  court's  most  controver- 
^1  ruling  In  this  field  came 
l&t  year,  when  it  forced 
ftvii-hai;  ditbs  to  drop  limtts 
(to  the  number  of  foreign 
idayers. 

in  yesterday's  cases,  it  was 
Greece  vrtiicfe  barred  non- 
natimials  from  foe  widest 
range  of  jobs.  The  restrictions 
centered  tewching  posts  at  all 
levels;  martthne,  air.  rail  and 
local  transport;  civilian 
rtoearcb:  post  and  telecmn- 
munlcatia^  television,  and, 
even  musieians  at  the  Athens 
opera  and  regtonal  orchestras. 

Greece  said  it  was  propos- 
ing rOOmns  and,  in  the  case  Of 


a German  musician,  offering 
an  open-ended  contract  with 
flie  Athens  opera.  But  the 
court  rriected  the  Greek  case, 
saying  that  a wide  range  of 
restrictions  remained. 

The  ruling  against  Luxem- 
bourg invot^  access  to  state 
teaching  Jobs  and  posts  in  en- 
ergy utilities  and  health  care. 
In  the  case  of  Belgium,  the 
court  ordered  an  end  to 
restrictions  on  foreigners  in 
water,  gas  and  electricity 
utilities. 

The  commission  welcomed 
tbe  judgments  as  a “signifi- 
cant step”  towards  freraom 
fbr  EU  citizens  to  -work  In 
other  member  states.  A com- 
mission official  predicted  tbe 
rulings  would  have  most  im- 
pact on  teadiers. 

Althou^  foe  HU'S  founding 
treaties  guarantee  free  move- 
ment of  workers,  they  also 
provide  an  exemption  for  pub- 
lic sector  workers'.  But  in 
recent  rulings,  the  court  has 
said  that  mly  Jobs  involved  in 
making  pubUc  policy  or  safe- 
guarding tbe  interests  of  the 
State  can  be  reserved  for  na- 
tionals. This  does  not  include 
teaching  or  working  in  public 
utilities  such  as  electricity 
gas. 

Yesterday’s  judgments 
were  tbe  result  of  a campaign 
b^un  in  1988  to  force  EU  gov- 
ernments to  drop  natimaltty 
restrictions  in  nationalised 
companies  and  public  sei> 
vices,  such  as  transport  and 
healthcare. 


O 


Bob  Dylan  and  the  Who  are  gigging  in  Hyde  Park, 
the  nation  is  convulsed  by  football  fever  and  the 
Labour  Party  is  led  by  a man  who  mil  happily  perform 
three  U-turns  before  breakfast  if  it  wins  him  a few 
votes.  Ylip,  the  sixties  ai«  back. 
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Justice  for  the  poor 

Legal  loans  are  no  answer  for  the  needy 


THE  SINGLE  most  serious  criticism  of 
the  Government’s  l^al  aid  scheme  is 
simply  put:  why  has  it  t^en  so  long? 
Forty-seven  years  on  since  the  launch 
of  the  legal  aid  service,  the  system  cries 
out  for  reform:  eligibility  has  shrunk 
ftx>m  70  to  50  per  cent  of  the  population; 
unassisted  litigants  can  be  placed  in  an 
intolerable  position  faced  by  fully-as- 
sisted opponents;  crucial  areas  of  social 
need  — social  security,  immigration, 
employment  — have  no  help  in  legal 
representation;  and  worst  of  all,  the 
lawyer-led,  narrowly-focused  scheme 
shuts  out  a wide  variety  of  other  agen- 
cies — arbitration,  mediation  and  citi- 
zens' advice  — which  could  achieve  less 
costly  and  less  acrimonious  agree- 
ments. Civil  justice  in  Britain  has 
emerged  with  all  the  defects  of  the 
American  health  system:  access 
restricted  to  either  the  very  well-off  or 
the  very  poor  with  an  ever-widening 
band  In  between  which  has  to  do 
without 

By  no  means  all  these  faults  are 
corrected  by  yesterday's  white  paper. 
Indeed,  some  problems  could  be  made 
worse.  But  there  are  several  welcome 
features.  Most  welcome  of  all  is  the  new 
emphasis  on  using  mediation  and  citi- 
zens’ advice  bureaux  with  the  aim  of 
ensuring  lawyers  come  at  the  end  of  the 
line  rather  than  at  the  front  This 
switch  vrill  start  with  civil  and  fhmily 
matters  under  which  advice  centres 
ivUI  be  awarded  exclusive  contracts. 
Advice  and  assistance  are  often  the 
entr>‘  points  for  many  cases  that  go  on 
to  other  categories  of  legal  aid.  Skilled 
mediation  could  resolve  many  disputes 
and  pre-empt  any  need  for  expensive 
litigation.  Even  better,  research  sug- 
gests the  process  is  much  more  effective 
than  litigation  in  reducing  conflict  and 
hostility. 

Then  theire  are  various  mo\*es,  like 
the  extension  ’’standard  fees”,  which 
should  introduce  a long  overdue  down- 


ward pressure  on  lawyers’  fees.  New 
’‘block  contracts”  might  even  persuade 
^icitors  to  tackle  something  even  ho- 
U^.  wast^ul  double  manning  by  bai> 
risters  and  the  absurd  level  of  QC  fees. 

lilie  Lord  Chmicellor  is  right  to  point 
to  the  huge  increase  in  legal  aid.  This 
has  doubled  in  five  years  and  now 
stands  at  £1.4  billion.  rise  has  been 
driven  by  lawyers*  costs,  which  have 
raced  ahead  of  inflation.  The  Lord 
Chancellor  will  eGTectlvely  be  capping 
legal  aid  but  in  a world  in  which  even 
health  spending  is  capped  and  rationed, 
no  rational  poUcy-maker  could  object 
The  cap  will  force  the  system  to  look  for 
more  effective  approaches.  The  new 
emphasis  on  alternative  avenues 
should  allow  l^al  aid  to  help 
more  people  at  the  same  price. 

Where  the  package  fidls  short  is  in  its 
^ure  to  widen  eligibility,  extend  legal 
representation  to  i^ople  using  tribu- 
nals for  their  social  needs,  and  its 
insistence  on  all  claimants  mairing  a 
contribution.  There  is  nothing  wrong  in 
principle  with  this  last  proposal  but  it 
has  b^n  pushed  much  too  far.  People 
are  already  declining  legal  aid  because 
of  the  cost  of  contributions.  Only  last 
week  a research  study  showed  just  how 
high  current  charges  can  be:  a divored 
mother  with  two  children  receiving  £46- 
a-week  in  family  credit  was  asked  to 
pay  £9l-a-month  in  legal  aid  contribu- 
tions. Now,  if  ^e  lost,  she  would  fhce 
even  higher  charges:  possibly  the  full 
cost  of  her  case  and  her  opponent's 
legal  costs  too.  Few  people  are  going  to 
take  such  ri^.  This  is  turning  a le^ 
aid  system  into  a legal  loan  scheme. 
The  l^d  Chancellor  only  has  to  look  at 
the  Social  Fund  to  see  what  a di^ster- 
in-the-malong  this  would  he.  A contrib- 
utory principle  does  help  weed  out 
weak  and  undeserving  cases  but  the 
current  proposal  — which  even  extends 
to  a statutory  claim  on  a litigant’s 
house  — is  fiir  too  oppressive. 


Mr  Rifkind’s  double  motives  in  seeking  to  change  UN  iaw 


FLYING  OFF  to  Saudi  Arabia,  Malcolm 
Rifkind  has  announced  that  Britain 
seeks  to  make  an  important  change  to 
the  1951  UN  Convention  on  Refugees. 
The  transparent  intention  is  to  smooth 
his  way  in  Riyadh.  The  visit  is  de- 
signed, say  those  accompanying  the 
foreign  secretary,  to  end  a chill  in 
relations  caused  by  the  case  of  the 
Saudi  dissident  Mohammed  al-Masari 
— who  has  successfiilly  resisted  efforts 
to  deport  him  from  Britain.  The  British 
plan,  we  are  told,  would  not  change  Mr 
al-Masari’s  current  status,  but  it 
’’would  affect  future  Masaris”. 

Adding  a new  instrument  to  a UN 
Convention  is  a serious  business  which 
would  have  to  go  before  the  General 
Assembly  and  then,  if  successful,  be 
sub^tted  for'  ratification.  The  British 
move  shows  no  sign  of  being  serious 
either  in  substance  or  in  the  casual  way 
it  has  emerged  The  idea  is  to  stipulate 
t^t  anyone  who  funds,  advocates  or 
supports  terrorist  activity  should  be 
denied  the  ri^t  of  asylum.  This  word- 
ing is  extremely  loose;  “advocacy”  and 
“support”  are  almost  impossible  to  de- 
fine. It  is  the  sort  of  proscription  once 
found  in  laws  of  communist  countries 
which  made  it  a crime  to  “advocate”  or 
“support”  activities  “against  the  state”. 
It  was  used  by  them  to  suppress  free 
speech  and  would  have  a similar  effect 
DOW.  But  as  the  London-based  Liberty 
has  commented,  the  language  is  much 
too  vague  to  have  any  chance  of  being 
added  to  an  international  convention. 

The  existing  1951  convention  already 


specifies  (Article  1,  F,  a-c)  certain  condi- 
tions under  whidi  its  rights  will  not 
apply.  These  include  the  commission  of 
crimes  against  peace,  and  of  any  acts 
“contrary  to  the  purposes  and  princi- 
ples of  the  UN^.”  The  convention  also 
requires  every  reft^ee  to  conform  to 
the  laws  and  reguiations  of  the  host 
country.  The  UNHCR  is  as  opposed  to 
terrorism  as  any  other  body,  but  it 
takes  the  sensible  view  that  the  conven- 
tion as  it  stands  does  not  protect  terror- 
ism at  an.  and  that  it  already  offers 
plenty  of  scope  for  governments  to  take 
necessary  action. 

There  is  no  sign  that  Mr  Rifkind’s 
proposal  is  based  upon  careful  analysis 
of  this  kind.  It  was  floated  past  the  G7 
summit  at  the  we^end,  wh^  it  served 
to  show  support  for  Bill  Clinton’s  anti- 
terrorism  crusade  in  the  w^e  of  last 
week’s  devastating  bomb.  Now  it  is 
being  floated  in  Riyadh  to  bolster  Brit- 
ish trade  and  good  relations  with  the 
House  of  Saud.  Mr  al-Masari  has  used 
ambiguous  language  in  commenting  on 
the  attack  in  Dhahran,  but  if  he  were 
not  a Saudi  citizen  tal^g  about  Saudi 
Arabia  no  one  in  government  would  be 
bothered  by  what  he  said. 

Mr  Rifkind’s  new  pimposal  comes  just 
one  day  after  Peter  Lilley’s  plan  to  curb 
asylum  payments  has  been  partly  frus- 
trated In  the  House  of  Lords.  In  both 
cases,  there  is  a clear  political  motive 
— one  domestic,  the  oth^  external — in 
seeking  to  restrict  the  benefits  of 
asylum.  A principle  of  such  importance 
deserves  much  better  treatment 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Building  trust 
in  the  Balkans 

"THE  myth  that  “the  outside 

I world  can  ooly  play  a lim- 
ited part  in  reversing  the  eth- 
nielsatlon  of  Bosnia'~  (Leader, 
July  1)  needs  to  be  dispelled. 
Many  Bosnian^  of  all  ethnic 
groups  aclmowledge  that  the 
only  way  in  which  a fhir  and 
sustainable  peace  can  be 
achieved  is  throu^  the  even 
toal  re-establishment  of  a 
multi-ethnic  society. 

This  cannot  take  place 
whilst  world  powers  continue 
to  breach  their  own  resolu- 
tions in  the  UN  Security 
Council  and  elsewhere,  to 
ignore  the  provisions  of  the 
Dayton  agreement  and  to  dis- 
re^ud  those  principles  set  out 
in  the  UN  Charter  to  secure 
international  order. 

The  arrest  those  indicted 
for  war  crimes  and  crimes 
against  humanity  is  a sine  Qfua 
non  for  any  meaningful  peace 
in  the  Balkans.  The  trial  and 
eventual  conviction  of  Karad- 
zic. Mladic  and  others  would 
expose  many  of  the  truths  be- 
hiiid  tins  war  and  telp  ctm- 
Vince  Karadzic's  current  sup- 
porters in  Bepublika  Srpska 
that  the  genocide  perpetrated 
in  their  name  is  not  in  their 
long-term  best  interests. 

This  is  the  only  way  in 
which  ethnic  boundaries  will 
ultimately  dissolve,  to  allow 
the  environment  necessary  fi>r 
mutual  reomciUation  and  a 
return  to  ethnic  ccKxistence. 
Carole  Hodge. 

Research  Fellow,  Xnstiixite  of 
Russian  and  GSast  European 
Studies. 

University  of  Glasgow, 

29  Bute  Gardens, 

Glasgow,  G12  8RS. 


Tony,  we  just  love  you 
T 


HE  claim  that  Tony 
Blair  is  a dictate  <Blair 
facing  loyalty  test.  July 
1)  has  been  made  aboot  e\-ery 
party  leader  in  histon'  and 
has  attracted  press  interest  be- 
cause the  Go'emnient  has  no 
legislative  pn^ranune  to  talk 
of  and  because  Blair  is  doing 
so  well  that  any  detractor,  no 
'matter  how  imlevantcangrt 
on  the  front  pages.  Be&^  The 
Road  To  The  Manifesto  is  pub- 
lished there  will  be  more 
headlines  about  bis  willing- 
ness to  take  too^  dedsions. 

What  should  be  remem- 
bered in  this  d^te  is  that  it 
was  Blair  who  started  it  hi 
every  previous  election,  for  ^ 
the  major  political  parties, 
manifesto  policy  has  been  ds- 
cided  in  a dark  room  by  a 
group  of  senior  officials.  Now. 
for  the  first  time,  all  Labour 
Party  members  will  have  a 
say  about  what  programme  is 
put  to  the  counto'- 
Blalr  has  extended  democ- 
racy. He  win  remain  a strong 
leato  and  will  not  shirk 
tough  decisions.  Those,  like 
Paul  Flynn,  who  seek  to  call 
him.  a “dictator",  should  oon- 
ault  their  dictionary  and  con- 
sider their  position. 

Ian  Corfield. 

Xla  Endlesham  Road, 

London  SW12  8JX, 

UNDER  Tony  fair’s  “auto- 
cratic” leadership,  the 
Wales  Labour  Party  has  nine 
representatives  directly 
elected  fay  Welsh  conference 
delegates  to  sit  on  the  national 
policy  forum.  10,000  Welsh 
party  membm  have  voted  on 
the  new  constitution  and.  for 


I tile  first  time,  our  manifesm 
I commitments  will  be  sutgect 
: to  the  approval  not  jost  of  an 
NEC  'Sl^ow  cabinet  commit- 
tee, but  of  the  party's  national 
membership. 

As  3 result  the  programme 
and  pcdicaes  at  the  next  elec- 
tkm  will  mme  dos^  reflect 
the  views  of  the  people  of 
Wales,  and  of  Britain  as  a 
whole,  than  will  those  c€  any 
other  political  party.  However 
difScnlt  th^  process  may  have 
been  fbr  a small  minority  cf 
Westminster  MPs  to  accept,  it 
is  a vital  part  of  tiie  transfor- 
mation from  an  unsuccessful 
opposition  to  a successful 
government 
Lynne  Nes^e. 

SlheWalk, 

Merthyr  Tydfil  CP478RN. 

PAUL  Fiynn  MP  will  no 
doubt  have  wept  buckets 
over  our  htaniliation  in  the 
South-east  Stafibrdshire  b>'- 
election,  our  cm^iing  defeat 
in  the  local  elections  and  the 
huge  deficit  by  which  New 
Labour  trails  the  Tories  in  the 
polls.  Were  be  to  discuss  The 
Road  To  The  Manifesto  with 
rank  and  file  members,  he 
would  discover  how  much  we 
weictnne  the  opportunity  to 
endorse  the  party’s  pro- 
gramme. He  would  under- 
stand the  support  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  members  have  for 
getting  hundreds  thousands 
of  young  and  unemployed 
mie  back  to  nx>rk.  cutting 
S waiting  lists  and  cackling 
crime. 

Gath  Miles. 

6 The  Parade.  Dudlej'. 

West  Midlands  DYl  3EQ. 


^RHERE  is  a huge  difference 
I between  autocracy  and 
taking  the  responsibility  nec 
essary  to  lead  Labour  into  gov 
emment  Paul  Flynn  is  part  of 
an  isolated  and  tiny  minority’ 
who  do  not  represent  majority 
sentiment  In  the  party  or 
amongst  the  puNic. 
DaviMohn  Collins. 

The  Butters.  Station  Road. 
Groombridge,  Tunbridge 
Wells.  Kent  TN3  9QX- 

PEOPLE  like  me.  who 
spmd  our  lives,  impaid. 
promoting  the  Labour  Party 
and  its  policies,  are  tired  of 
the  damage  that  can  be  done 
by’  a small  number  <£  MPs 
who  will  say  whatever  our 
enemies  in  the  media  want 
them  to  in  criticism  of  the 
leadership.  1 would  remind  Mr 
Flynn,  arid  the  Alan  Simpsons 
and  Jeremy  Cor’oyns  of  this 
world,  that  it  is  the  leadership, 
and  in  particular,  Tony  Blair, 
that  can  be  thanked  for  put- 
ting Labour  in  such  a strong 
electoral  position. 

EvaPluUlps. 

36  Pageant  Drive, 

Aqueduct.  Telford. 

Shropshire  TF4  3RQ. 

Glenda  Jacks<xi,  in  her 
defence  of  Tony  Blair 
(Where's  there’s  a will,  Jolv  1) 
referred  to  the  despair  “felt  by 
every  socialist”  in  Tory  Brit- 
ain. 1 thought  the  wtxtl  social- 
ist was  well  out  of  fashion 
with  the  New  Labour  Party  as 
Ic  would  mean  radical  changa 
of  current  society. 

Matt  Foot. 

9 Lyncroft  Gardens. 

London  NW6 ILB- 


Enter  the  new  bulldog  breed 

Time  to  drop  the  Little  England  approach  to  the  World  Cup 


BOUYED  hy  the.  popular  success  of 
Euro  96,  the  Kngii.ah  Football  Associa- 
tion now  wants  to  host  the  World  Cup 
in  2006.  A great  idea?  In.  princiide,  yes. 
But  before  the  bandwa^m  becomes  un- 
controllable, how  about  considering  a 
variation  to  the  plan?  ,, 

Last  month  the  world  footbafi  au- 
thorities awarded  the  2002  WorW  Ci^ 
jointly  to  Korea  and  Japan.  Why  do«n  t 
the  Endish  FA  now  thi^  areativmy 
and  emulate  them  with  its  ovro  joint 
proposal?  The  English  FA  sho^d  mv^ 
tigate  the  practicalities  of  <^e[tag  to 
host  the  World  Cup  Srot- 

land,  and  perhaps  even  other 

football  associations  of  the  Irtish  Islte. 

There  is  sporting  sen^  bduim  this 
move  and  civic  and  cultural  wisdom 
too.  The  World  Cup  finals  are  now  a 32 
nation  tournament  That  means  that 
the  hosts  need  16  top  class  stadiums. 
Some  of  the  very  best  on  these  islands 
are  in  Glasgow,  Edinburgh  and  Aber- 


deen, so  two  groups  could  easily  be 
accommodated  in  Scotland.  An  even 
more  ambitious  version  would  involve 
Wales  and  both  parts  of  Ireland  too. 

Logisticany,  such  an  extended  comp^ 
tition  presents  no  problems.  'The  stadi- 
ums are  there,  and  the  distances  be- 
tween centres  are  small.  The 
commercial  benefits  for  all  participat- 
ing cities  are  self-evident  And  the 
wider  gain  to  the  culture  of  relation- 
ships within  these  islands  would  be 
enormous.  Only  two  things  are  missing; 
agreement  about  how  to  de^  with  the 
problem  of  automatic  qualification  for 
host  nations,  and  a genuine  will  to 
make  a joint  venture  succeed. 

Is  this  not  exactly  the  role  for  Govern- 
ment? Rather  than  flgentntng  that  such 
an  event  should  always  go  to  England 
alone,  why  not  seize  the  opportunity  to 
spread  the  goodies  more  widely  and  as 
a practical  means  of  brin^g  the 
peoples  of  these  islands  closer  together? 


Fans  1 , Blues  1 

Elsa  Murphy’s  letter  (July 
D on  p(^ce  brutality  ni 
Trafidgar  Square  was  anotiier 
esam]^  of  a feet  that  many 
people  have  known  for  some 
time,  that  football  fens  are  an 
easy  touch  for  the  police.  Wit- 
ness tile  media  circus  isior  to 
Euro  96  stoTounding  the  dawn 
ra^  on  '*hooligans.''  Would 
tins  trial  by  television  be  tol- 
erated if  aimed  at  any  other 
minority  group? 

On  die  day  of  the  Manches- 
ter bombing  a fiioid  of  mine, 
a married  man  and  a grand- 
father, was  at  Manch^ter  Pic- 
cadilly station,  travellt^  to 
watch  the  England  v Scodmul 
match.  He  was  photographed, 
videoed,  stopped  and  ques- 
ticaied  by  the  police,  of  which 
be  estimates  there  were  tivo 
dmen  on  hand,  Tbelr  com- 
ments later  in  the  day  rest- 
ing police  priorities  and  use  of 
resources,  after  they  heard  of 
the  IRA  bomb  being  parked 
for  over  two  hours  unnoticed, 
can  best  be  imagined 
Anthony  David  Jones. 

9 Latchibrd  Street, 
Ashton-under-L^e, 

Lancashire  OL7  9DB. 

lA/HAT  Elsa  Murphy  fails 
VVto  realise  is  that  tiie 
, police  know  in.  advance  when 
and  where  to  expect  violence 
to  occur  and  to  what  extent 
This  e^latns  why  they  are  in 
full  riot  regalia.  R is  sheer  fen- 
tasy  that  they  come  “looking 
for  a fight" 

EricARose. 

173  Linden  Court 
Brunswick  Road. 

London  WSIAL. 


I'M  A HocrtiR 

de^i/sE 
mnEMMAk 
' iAAm"n>L 
MB 

h/Rrrs... 


Sick  weather  syndrome 


Doctors  are  to  be  sued 
for  tire  effects  of  an  incor- 
rect life  expectancy  forecast 
because  a patient  claims  that 
living  longer  dian  the  forecast 
has  caused  him  mental 
anguish  and  loss  of  earnings. 
(Legal  aid  for  cancer  man  an- 
gers doctors.  July  1.) 

Some  doctors  avoid  this 
tsrpe  of  problem:  they  give 
prognoses  in  terms  of  proba- 
bilities. A patient  who  is  told 
there  is  a 70  per  cent  probabil- 
ity of  death  within  three 
months  has  no  grounds  for 
legal  action  after  living  longer 
than  that  time. 

Probabilistic  prognoses 
have  other  advantages.  They 
are  consistent  with  the  trei^ 
towards  evidence-based  medl- 
cme.  Also,  they  allow  doctors 
to  be  open  not  just  about  tteir 
opinions  but  about  their  un- 
certainty’ in  their  opinions. 

After  the  1987  storm, 
weather  forecasters  recog- 
nised that  they  could  avoid 
blame  for  failure  to  predict  a 
sin^e  event  by  giving  proba- 
bilistic forecasts.  The  BMA 

may  learn  the  same  lesson  and 


recommend  that  all  doctors 
provide  patients  with  progno- 
ses in  probabilistic  terms. 

This  should  not  cause  diffi- 
culties; If  people  can  under- 
stand the  meaning  of  a 70  per 
cent  chance  of  thunder  in  the 
London  area  tomorrow,  they 
should  be  able  to  understand 
the  meaning  erf*  a 70  per  cent 
chance  of  their  own  death 
mthin  three  months. 

(Or)  Harvey. 

Reader  in  Experimental 
Psychology. 

University  College  London. 
Gower  Street 
London  WCIE  6BT. 

■WAS  surprised  at  the  com- 
plexity of  diagnosing  my 
own  cancer.  People  must  ac- 
cept  tite  possibtlty  oftfror.  No 
one  should  be  given  l^al  aid  to 
embark  on  a process  which 
win  harass  and  undermine  the 
confidence  of  people  working 
to  the  best  of  their  ability  ann 
making  awesome  decisions 
few  cd*  us  would  Uke  to  face. 

A J Evans. 

Cedarwood.  Chester  Place 
Southsea.  Hants  P05  2NS 


It  may  be  only  rock  ‘n’  roll,  but  we  like  it 

Win'  do  rock  critics  per- 
sist in  makincr  iir-alc. 


(WONDER  if  Caroline  Sulli- 
van, your  reviewer  of  the 


Masters  of  Rock  concert 
(Park  life,  G2,  July  1).  ever 
liked  Bob  Dylam  Eric  Clap- 
ton and  The  Who.  Those  who 
spent  their  teenage  years 
loving  this  music,  like  my- 
self, were  overjoyed  by  such 
a fantastic  concert.  Tiie  set- 
ting, organisation,  sound 
system,  and  the  music  itself, 
were  first-class,  if  not  the 
weather. 

r never  thought  that  1 

would  be  privileged  to  see 


The  Who  (With  Zak  Starkey 
sounding  alniost  exactly  like 
Eeitb  Moon)  perform  their 
Quadrophenia  masterpiece 
live  and  the  guitar  solo  in 
Eric’s  version  of  I Shot  The 
Sheriff  took  me  back  to  the 
days  of  Cream. 

Perhaps  you  could  send  me 
to  review  the  three  tenors,  as 
I can't  stand  opera  and 
would  therefore  be  eminent- 
ly suitable  for  such  a role. 
Andrew  Hafeey. 

173  Fulwell  Park  Avenue. 
Twickenham  TW2  5HD. 


sist  in  making  irrele- 
vent  and  cynical  remarks 
about  the  ages  of  perform- 
ers. Ageism  is  as  insulting 
as  racism  and  sexism.  Would 
an  art  critic  comment  on  the 
age  of  painter,  a classical 
music  critic  comment  on  the 
age  of  a concert  violinist,  or 
a jazz  critic  comment  on  the 
age  of  a tenor  saxophonist? 
Gf  course  not. 

Cbris  Cbarlesworth. 
SOllgarClose.  • 

London  Wi2  ONF. 


Somme  people 

IW.AS  disappointed  tylth  your 
coverage  of  the  annlveiWry 
of  the  Somme  (July  1).  Per- 
haTC  next  year  you  may  take  a 
dmerent  path.  How  about 
what  life  is  like  on  the  Sewnmo 
today?  Where  skeletons  still 
rise  from  the  muddy  depths 
like  mushrooms  overnight, 
where  the  abundance  of  ordi- 
nance still  claims  its  annual 
vicUxDs,  and  the  demand  for 
souvenirs  has  led  to  grave- 
robbing. 

Sean  Joyce. 

CRT  Multimedia, 
crbdcrtmm.demon.co.  uk 

DA^i’ID  Sharrock  says  that 
the  Ulster  forces  lost  "al- 
most half  the  entire  diviskm 
...  for  the  gain  of  a few  hun- 
dred yards  of  Flanders”.  This 
seems  unlikely  since  they 
were  fighting  in  Picardy 
many  mUes  to  the  south. 

Paul  Steeples. 

38  Handforth  Road. 

London  SW9  OLP. 


A Country  Diary 


Care  but 
not  cash 


YOU  report 


that  disabled 
people  have  won  the  right 
to  continuing  community 
care  their  local  authori- 
ties even  if  these  councils 
cannot  afford  to  provide  them 
(Council's  cuts  in  homecare 
services  'illegal'.  June  28). 
What  now  appears  to  be  a 
Catch  22  situation  for  local 
authorities  still  leaves  dis- 
abled people  caught  in  the 
middle  of  a funding  mess. 

Community  care  was  her- 
alded as  an  initiative  which 
would  support  individuals  in 
their  own  homes  according  to 
n^.  Three  years  on  the  pic- 
ture is  one  of  national  coofu- 
Sion.  The  level  and  availabil- 
ity of  senidces  depends  on 
where  a disabled  person  lives 
and  the  rate  of  charging  alters 
from  local  authority  to  local 
authority. 

While  disabled  people  find 
It  impossible  to  foot  the  bill 
for  tiie  community  care  sys- 
tem. local  authorities  may 
still  raise  charges  to  cover 
costs  because  of  inadequate 
government  funding.  Scc^. 
along  with  other  voluntary 
organisations,  is  calling  on 
the  Government  to  end  its 
policy  of  withltolding  9 per 
cent  of  its  grant  to  social  ser- 
vices departments,  which 
again  forces  local  authorities 
to  raise  the  money  at  a local 
level  through  charing, 

The  introduction  of  charg- 
ing for  services  — that  were 
previousty  provided  free  by 
the  health  service  — has  left 
many  people  worried  about 
paying  for  services,  such  as 
help  with  bathing,  getting 
dressed  or  going  to  the  toilet. 
Scope’s  own  research  of  1,500 
disabled  people  shows  diat  17 
per  cent  nave  had  to  reftise  a 
service  because  the}'  could 
not  afford  to  pay  for  it. 

First-hand  experiences  of 
disabled  people  and  their  car- 
ers show  that  community 
care  is  in  danger  of  felling  its 
original  aim  to  Improve  qual- 
ity, choice  and  efficiency 
while  we  ^icome  this  new 
ruling,  disabled  people 
remain  at  the  sharp  end  of  the 
system  having  to  Q^t  for  ser- 
vices to  live  eyeryday  lives 
Richard  Brewster. 

Chief  Executive. 

Scope, 

12  Park  Crescent 
London  WIN  4EQ 


Letters  to  the  Editor  may  ba 
faxed  on  0171  837  4530  or  sent 
by  post  to  119  Farringdon  Road 
London  EC1R  3ER.  and  by  e- 

mail  to  lettersigiguafdlan.co.uk 
Please  Include  a full  postal 
address  and  daytime  telephone 
number,  even  in  e-malied 
letters.  We  regret  we  cannot 
acknowledge  receipt  of  letters 
We  may  edit  them;  shorter  ones 
are  more  likely  to  appear 


CHILTERNS:  There  is  always 
a week  in  late  spring  Qp  early 
summer  when  the  atmo- 
sphere in  my  small  latch  (tf 
Chiltern  woodland  changes 
quite  abruptly,  it  metamor- 
phoses frwn  a delicate,  vernal 
grove,  ringing  with  birdsong, 
into  a lush,  soundless,  some- 
times even  oppressive,  forest 
it  happens  in 
t^-May  — sometimes  (as 
this  year)  at  the  beginning  of 
— and  is  obviously 
something  to  do  with  seasonal 
changes  in  the  vegetation. 
But  even  after  15  years  I still 
cuDot  totally  understand 

M.  «nd  of  the 

biuebe^  certainly  has  a lot  to 
do  with  it.  They  turn  from 
shoals  of  indigo,  stretcfalns 
into  the  mid^e  distance  into 
w^thing  as  insubstantial  as 

flecks  of  ash.  They  are 
roplaced  by  flowers  which  are 
just  as  colourful  — pur^ 

Splashes  of  cam- 
p on  and  ragged  robin  in  the 

^ace  than  biuebeUs  ever  are 
The  weather  plays  a part  in 


the  transformation,  too,  and 
m some  hot  humid  spells  I 
off  the 

leaves.  But  I think  that 
w^t  most  contributes  to  the 
c*»nee  in  aura  is  the 
final  closing  of  the  “sreon 

to  be  an  unbroken  ver- 
SSl  ^^tation. 

fiw  the  fetus,  netUes  and 
goosegrass  on  the  woodland 
floor  up  to  the  canopy  The 
green  wall  soaks  up  noiM 
cuts  out  the  sky,  watps  one’s 
sense  of  distance,  turns  leaf 
swls  into  stirring  animals 
No  wonder  our  forebeare  pre- 
ferred (and  probably  evolved 
glades  rather  Qian  deep 
fewest.  Almost  any  place 
where  the  green  wall  and  can- 
®Py  are.broken  can  produce 
wonderful,  relieving  spec- 
fecles.  In  m least  three  spots 
““»ense  dog-roses  have  kept 
PM6  wift  the  regenerating 
tre««  ^ are  now  blooming 
40  feet  above  ground  - I 

somehow  com- 
buiK  ram-forest  luxuriance 
English 

RICBAUD  MABEY 
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COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 


j^^ttfTewNor^^ 

IMftngeredtouotethat 

magazUie  emns 
*wl?^?**  oddly  aninvitsd! 


Why  the  writing’s  on 
the  wall  for  graf  art 


yy»  sll  cfwlrirfi  took* 
““'^^oSafifoBEcoiintry 

) botel  OQ  June  20. 
-y».^de  JnUecoiiiey 
v37)~'UkeTlioBuno,  a div- 

. *w®ee —■wore  white,  while  a 
fSgortthat  awrids  cliche 
^tb  Thomma-Ufce  nimble- 
noMdescrlbes  tbegoestiist 

Who’s  Who  of 
Also  present  (and 
no  idea  w^)  were 

'^***5  Michael’s  parents, 
rMrsoid  Mrs  Panos,  along 

yifliannmiained  swiayt^ 
*S£«.ffeecli,  mean- 
TV's  Thomino  de- 
>**thexnbst 


Commentary 


Bennett 


G 


i ’iiimian  being  I've 

eV'^taiOwn”~nontrTitri;i 

: from  one  who  woKbs  with 
4ohn  McCririiskbnttotKai- 

Ingnonsense  all  the  same. 

We  will  end  with  a 
gnotetolUnstratetheaplffn- 

dorornotimlyoifthe  party 
hot  oftfae  Hello!  prose  as 
;welh  **Derek  and  Jnlie  were 
first  on  the  dance  floor  and 
led  file  way  virhially  all 

night,”  it  reveals,  “until 

they  retired  at  lam.” 

ATDKE  West  Mid- 
lands readers  seed- 
ing part-time  woriE 

sbonld  contact  WalsaD 
iMxnnower  seU^  Graham 
Payne.  Be  requires  two  ean- 
ployees,  file  only  condition 
beingfiiat  th^  are  over  80. 
^'Tdtmgsters  are  wanhshy,” 
he  eaplalns.  “I  need  some- 
onewifiistayingpower.”  - 

OSWALD,  the  hand- 
kerchieftowhlch 
Mail  on  Sunday  edi- 
tor Jonathan  Holborow  ap- 
pears to  chat  at  times  of 
premore,  is  attracting  a 
national  fbOowing.  There  is 
talkofalkDcInb,  while  the 
IHaz7*sposfbag  bnlges  with 
enqidries.  ’DeerDiary.” 
Wittes  a Mr  R Gilehzistof 
London,  W8,  “how  old  is  Os- 
wald,  and  what  does  be  look 
Uker  Well,  Mr  R (Blchrist 
Oswald  is  Be  was  named, 

after  the  fiistiist  leadm;  in 
1983  daring  Bfr  Holborow’s 
first  MoS  stint.  His  looks, 
meanwliile.Qimiikfarfhim- 
selves as  the  pictnre  of  Sir 
Oswald  Nosely  below  shows. 


SAFFm  poses  a del- 
icate problem  ibr  a 
sensitive  art  lover. 
Many  of  us  are  now 
completely  in  the  dark  about 
how  best  to  respond  to  graf  ^ 
is  it  vandalism  to  paint  it  out? 
If  some  critics  are  to  .be  be- 
lieved, my  nei^bours  have 
ju^  conmiited  an  act  of  gross 
philistixiism  in  erasing  some 
precious  graf  from  their 
walls,  and  tiie  lavish  scrawls 
which  so  quickly  replaced  It 
could  represent  artistic  trea- 
sure. 

After  all,  graf  artists  have 
to  start  somewhm.  In  those 
randomly  placed,  thld^  ini- 
tialled arrows  and  scribbles. 
“We  Wua  Ere  96”,  we  could  be 
looking  at  the  early  work  of 
another  Basqulat  a new  gen- 
eration of  art  brut.  “Graf’, 
says  the  Ihdepaulenfs  Geral- 
dine Norman,  “is  possibly  the 
first  major  calligraphic  art 
form  the  western  world  has 
produced,  thouj^  since  graf 
fitl  artists  are  commonly 
regarded  as  vandals,  vety  lit- 
tle has  been  written  about 
graffiti  as  an  art  form,  as  op- 
posed to  graffiti  as  a crime”. 


Norman  tries  fo  rectify  such 
ignorance.  IVs  not  too  late  to 
invest  in  a graffiti-covered 
train,  she  suggests.  “If  you 
have  determination  and 
money.” 

Before  being  granted  this 
insight,  many  beneficiaries  of 
graf  art  unthinkingly  ap 
plauded  the  “zero  tolerance” 
approach  of  Jack  Straw,  who 
has  described  graffiti  as  a 
“much  neglected  crime 
which  is  “often  violent  and 
uncontrolled  in  its  visual 
Image  and  ccKrectiy  gives  an 
impression  of  a lade  of  order 
on  the  streets.”  Now  any 
boorish  bepea  that  hie 
ions  might  influence  Labour 
policy  sewn  unlikely  m be  ful- 
filled; it  seems  more  probable 
that  Tony  Blair,  having 
learned  ot  the  vogue  for.  graf, 
has  spent  the  last  few  days 
striking  all  inferences  to  grafr 
fitl  than  the  Road  to  the 
Manifesto,  guided  by  the 
words  of  Norman  Mailer: 
“What  a quintessential  mar- 
riage of  cool  and  style  to  write 
your  name  in  giant  living  let- 
tecs,  large  as  antmAla  as 
snal^,  mysterious  as  Arabic 
and  Ch  inese  curls  of  alphabet 
and  do  it  in  the  heat  of  a win- 
ter night  udien  the  hands  are 
ftryTon  atiH  only  heart  is 
hot  wifii  fear.” 

the  purveyors  and  defend- 
ers of  graf  have  their  way.  It 
should  not  be  long  before 
Simon  Sunderland,  the  artist 
formerly  known  as  “FSsto",  is 
released  from  prison  and 
resumes  his  decoration  of  the 
walls,  street  signs,  public 


spaces  and  private  houses  of 
Sheffield.  He  has  said  that 
only  amputation  of  bis  hands 
would  deter  him  from  pursu- 
ing bis  vocation.  Worth  a txy. 
perhaps.  All!hou|(h  cosb  feeOs 
that  even  ihen.  he  wouhl 
matfa  fUT!  use  OfhlS  foeS. 

Fisto,  It  will  be  remem- 
bered, last  year  received  an 
exemplary,  five-year  sentence 
after  pleading  guilty  to  14 
specimen  chaiges  of  criminal 
damage.  Although  foe  punish- 
ment  was  widely  condamned. 
and  certainly  seemed  a bit 
stiff  when  compared  with  the 
sentences  awarded  to  those 
whb  kill  people  on  the  roads, 
some  residents  of  Sheffield 
remained  unsympathetic. 
“The  sight  of  tSunderland’sl 
tag  scribbled  across  our  per- 
sonal aw/i  communal  property 
has  been  tntolerabla”,  wrote 
one  woman  in  a l^xar  to  the 
Guardian,  “not  to  wiAwHrw 
the  fact  that  our  council  tax 
could  have  been  better  spent 
than  cleaning  up  the  eyesores 
he  left.” 

Sunderland  foat 

he  was  a serious  artist,  an  ar- 
gument whieh  has  weighed 
with  the  Visual  Artists 
Branch  of  Bectu,  foe  enter- 
tainments union.  Bectu, 
which  is  not  based  In  Sbef- 
field,  has  embraced  Fisto  as  a 
meniber,  and  Is  now  siQiport- 
ing  a Free  Simon  Sunderland 
campa^Q. 

The  defence  of  graffiti,  to 
foose  who  siipport  the  Shef- 
field  One,  is  not  only  that  it  Is 
Art,  but  foat  it  Teprooentt  a 
raw  demand  for  attention,  an 


expr^imi  of  low  self-esteem 
and  inner-city  frustration, 
^haps  sensing  that  In  a sea 
of  urban  graffiti  such  ges- 
tures may  count  for  little,  the 
sprayers  have  cleverly  moved 
on  to  ancient  moauments,  at 
Avebury  Rings  and  Glaston- 
bury Tor,  where  a modest 
show  of  disaffection  can 
be  guaranteed  to  command 
national  attention. 

But  as  many  graf  artiste 
pride  theznselves  oa  the  illegi- 
bility of  their  calligraphy,  we 
cannot  be  sure  foat  frui- 
tion is  the  burden  of  their 
work.  Sven  the  Grosser  exam- 
ples may  not.  inevitably, 
relate  to  unemployment  or 
poor  accommodation  for  ag- 
gressitei  Is  not  foe  mon^ly 
at  foe  jobless  and  decent 
housing  may  be  no  less  ea- 
gerly daubed  than  the  most 
sunken  of  sink  states.  Public 


Subsidies  and 
approval  must  have 
diminished  graffiti  as 
aform  of  protest  if  it 
ever  really  was  one 


art  is  the  object  of  particu- 
larly loving  attentiom. 

Thanks  to  the  appreciation 
of  art  dealers  and  advertising 
agencies,  many  graffltists 
have  built  a career  on  sdling 
their  low  self-esteem.  A tew 
have  even  made  tt  as  mural- 
ists  to  the  quality,  and  now 
klaww  their  masengftS  Of  U]> 
ban  distress  across  the  draw- 
ing rooms  of  bankers  and 
stockbrokers.  Perhape  these 
patrons  believe  that  they 
have  purchased  a riotous  out- 
pouring of  disenfranchised 
rage?  Perhaps,  because  banks 
now  invest  in  these  cdouiftij 
doodles,  they  conBlder  it  art 
Either  way.  they  must  tear 
that  their  approval  hA6  rfimin- 
iahrf  graffiti  as  a form  of  pro- 
test if  tt  aver  really  was  one. 
Once  you  take  ft  off  the  street 


graffiti  is  hardly  worth  hav- 
ing. You  can’t  win.  can  you? 
Far  from  being  a spontane- 
ous, home-grown  language  of 
protest,  the  contemporary 
style  of  bubble-written, 
tagged  graffiti  was  imported, 
ready-made  from  the  and 
eagerly  promoted  by  coanmu- 
Dity  workers,  an  entenwise 
which  can  only  be  compared, 
in  civic  terms,  to  courses'  in 
how  to  drop  litter,  or  training 
dogs  to  foul  pavements.  Bored 

teenagers  were  presented 
with  spraycaos.  instructed  in 
the  approved  teebniqae,  and 
encom^ged  to  practise  their 
new  rMU  ixiinihUc  spaces,  ix^ 
respective  of  whether  the 
pulfoc  wanted  to  look  at  it 
Designated  areas  being  tew, 
or  more  likely  unexciting  foe 
scamps  progroasort  to  fllegal 
ones,  snefo  as  Tube  trains. 
Graffiti  duly  became  an  aSic- 
tim  for  London  Tranq)Ort, 
and  a rewarding  subject  for 
academics.  *^he  claar  ahp  of 
file  graffiti  writers  Is  to  make 
fiieir  art  form  .more  socially 
acceptable  and  perhaps,  even 
to  both  the  ai& 

tivity  and  the  artists”,  wrote 
Frank  Coffield,  in  his  1991 
study.  Vandalism  and  Graf- 
fiti. His  view  was  flatly  con- 
tradicted last  week  by  a graf 
artist  interviewed  in  the 
GuaitUan.  “Graf  is  aboutbow 
much  rtAiwAga  you  cause 
and  how  quickly  you  can  do 
it  It  starts  throned  boredom 
flwd  an  obses^oh,” 

— w a prolific  sprayer  of 

impressive  bonesQr- 
The  liberal  middle-classes 
remain  the  most  vehement 
apologists  fat  graffiti.  Non- 
spraying, and  presumably 
non-eprayed,  th^  preffer  to 
romanticise  the  graffitists 
than  copjectnrs  the  feelings  cf 
the  graffited-npeat  Rage,  for 
the  graffiti  outlaws,  is  oonsid- 
ered  Intimate,  creative  and 
noble.  Rage,  for  the  gr^fited 
is  illegitunate,  middle- 
brow and  small-minded. 
Thus,  their  only  hope  would 
appear  to  be  the  ^mycan  it- 
aeii.  Where  to  start?  Cork 
Street? 


No  cutting 
comers  on 
devolution 


Tam  Dalyell 


Poor  people  who  use  legal  aid  have  been  branded  ‘state-funded  rottweilers’.  But  blaming 
them,  says  Walter  Merricks,  masks  the  need  for  a user-friendly  justice  system 

Till  the  pips  squeak 

I 


GUARDIAN  asks  me 
to  eemtribute  my  views 
in  my  capacity  as  Banr 
quo’s  Ghost  fitim  foe  last  de- 
volution debate,  and  my 
association  with  the  so-called 
West  Lothian  question. 

I shall  vote  wittiout  qualms 
for  the  second  reading  of  a hill 
— any  bill  — on  delation, 
on  foe  grounds  that  afi^  all 
fixe  political  water  that  has 
ffowed  unda:  the  brii^  inthis 
decade  it  would  be  un- 
fiunkable  not  to  have  parlia- 
mentary discussion  on  the 
topic. 

I shall  vote  for  a guillotine 
at  the  first  sign  of  parliamen- 
time-wasting  during  the 
discusfion  of  any  Scotiand 
and  Wales  b£IL  This  undertak- 
ing was  not  eoctracted  from  me 
by  anybody  in  the  Labour 
Party.  It  is  simply,  as  I see  it, 
not  my  job  as  a Labour  MP  to 
do  anything  to  help  disrupt 
the  legislative  programme  of 
file  first  lAbour  government 
for  IS  years,  on 
health,  enqiloyment,  and  a 
host  of  ofiier  urgent  matters 
where  changB  is  de^erat^ 
required. 

However,  I wilt  vote  for  the 
inevitable  ainendmput  is  the 
bill  fiff  a pogt-lfi^slafive  n^- 
wnAnm  qq  foe  ose  question 

9rtllch  ran  hg 

Aftkad:  “Do  you  approve  cf  file 
Scotlaml  Act  1907-98  as  prom- 
ised by  parliament?”  I believe 

fhat  cone  the  Hma  many 

Labour  members  will  see  that 
It  is  only  ri^  to  provide  the 
opportunity  for  a verdict  to  be 
inserted  on  so  moDnentoos  an 


lUMOURSthatMr 
'Tony  Bbdr  has 
Iracetvad  the  sacra- 
ment at'a  Catiiollc  chnrch, 
mid  that  he  Is  oonsideihig 
nmvm’ting,  raire  several  in- 
txigaixig  quBStiODS — what, 
finraxample,  would  happen 
jfamiowtty  Labour  govecn- 
ment  needed  to  do  bosfaiess 
with  Ian  Paisley?  Bat  none 
is  more  fiascinaiixiiglban 
• this;  has  bfr  beemne 

tiiefirst  person  in  SOyears  to 
take  any  notice  of  my  sane 
and  rational  Paid 

Jicdoison,  who  has  been  di- 
recting Mr  Blair — in  public 
and  in  private — towards 
Bonte  fim  aobapla  of  years? 
'Yesterday,  PWil  woold  do 
nothing  to  deny  the  suggest 
tlon.  *fHe  doesn’t  want  to 
speak  to  any  newspaper 
about  this,”  said  his  saintly 
. wife  Marignld.  “Be  doesn’t 
thinkit’siightfrc’htanto.  . 
comuimit.”  Sachretioenoe 
doesPaiil  credit,  bulatesns- 
pecftiietrirthwlllont..  . 

, E1J>0M.  Bhioe  Gdorge 

vDisemhang  ophls 
_^"trtmcbeon,hasthe 

police  ftirce  thrown  up  a pfai- 
losoj^iea:  intiie  of 

figp^j-taiteaident  John  Rlch- 
Mr  ftlrltardsoii. 
whose  patch  is  Crosby  on 


plaining  foe  purpose  oftfae 
“area  plan”  (something 
which  apparentiy  “synei> 


teiiium: . :amigratfaig 

geese.  “As  each  tdrd 


npttft  iter  the  bird  hnmedl-. 
at^  fidlowing, ’*  he  hegbos: 
“By  fiyinglnaVfbcmafh^ 
the  whole  flock  adds  at  Iwt 

a 71  piorcen^giteeterffy^ 
range  than  if  eaidi  Urd  flew 
rm  ifaoWll.’'BUl11iatfS 

f‘HfM'8^  one  \ 

day.  Tomorrow,  he  coijtem- 


T S to  de- 

cry the  “blame  dis- 
ease” — ttndar  which 
people  ate  wiiH  to  Adh 
it  impossible  to  accept 
foek  misfortune,  but 
need  to  look  around  for  some- 
one etw  to  Mwttwi  Sadly  the 
Govenunen^  infbeted  by  con- 
tagious tabloids,  have  tfaem- 
sdvBS  caiqfot..a  bad  dose. 
L^al  aid.  costa  are  rising? 
Blame  either..  .“greedY  law- 
yers”, “undesorvlng  «clalm- 
ants”,  or  American-style 

It  utts  not  just  lawyers  who 
attacked  Lord  Mactoy's  white 
peper  on 'Legal  Aid  yesterday. 
A wide  coalfrlon  of  those  tfoo 
form  the  .voluntary  advice 
sector  and  foe  consumer 
movement  have'  all  con- 
demned foe  Government's 
plans  — and  this  in  -spite  <£ 
the  feet  that  the  white  paper 
offers  advice  centres  millions 
of  pounds  of  public  to 

enter  the  1^1  aid  business. 
They  can  all'see  that  the  Trea- 
sury's obsession  with  cash 
limits  and  expenditure  con- 
trol mechaniiuns  has  doxhi- 
nated  the  Government’s 
thinking  and  obscured  any 
real  concern  for  client 
service. 

Lord  Ma  dray's  reputation 
as  a canny  and  astute  handler 
of  the  legal  'brirf  has  taken 
some  knocks  this  year  over 
.the  Famfiy  Law  BilL  As  his 
xiinth  year  ixi  office  ap- 
proacbes,  there  are  now  dis- 
tinct signs  that  foe  flair 
tehkh  some  thou^t  charac- 
terised his  early  years  has 
feded.  The  feet  that  he  hay 
admirers  on  the  Labour 
bendhes  is  seen  by  his  Cabi- 
net fqjjiftAgiiftg  as  a source  of 
fntowoe  irritation.  Ih  a-  pre-' 
election  year  they  have  forced 
him  to  put  ^ a package  suffl- 
cieotfy  viciinis  to  ensure  that 
Labour  attacks  it 
Ttei  years  ago  the  legal  aid 
had  broad  bi-partisan 
public  siinport  based  perluqis 
on  the  feet  that  not  only  the 
•very  poor  were  eligible  but 
'foat  niany  middle  income 
fiimUiAa  could'  also  receive 
help.  Then,  three  years  ago, 
foe  Government  slashed  ellgl- 
hility.  leaving  only  tiwse  on 
suppert  able  to  get 
free  assistance,  and  the  finan- 
cial contributioii  require- 
ments for  everyone  else  so 
tight  that  large  numbers  can- 
not afford  to  accept  an  offer  of 
le^xl 

' With  foese  changes  some  of 
the  politi^  supgport  for  the 
has  eroded  and  fee 
Government  feds  itsdf  now 
able-  to.  characteiise  poor 
people  who  take  legal  action 
to  protect  tbmnselves  as  irre- 
sponsible squanderers  .of 
nfher  people’s  mouey.  “State- 
fended  rottweil^  was  the 
description  that  Lord  Mack- 
ay’s  Canunons-coDeague  Gary 
Streeter  though  appropriate 
to  use. 

Thiere  are  two  mam  prongs 
to-  the  white  paper’s  fork  — 
yet  more'  tightening  of  the 

financial  rules  to  deter  people 
from  Issal  aid,  and  put- 

ting  in  place  a scheme  to 
‘prioritise’'  foe  capped  espeih 
diture  through  regional 
bo^ts. 

Even  the  very  poor  may 
now  be  required  to  W “ 
application  fee  — though 


issue. 

Incidentally,  long-term,  im- 
pemhla  prodevDlution  cam- 
paigns such  as  AUister 
Mackie  agree  that  foere 
aihnuid  he  a post-legislation 
referendum,  belleviiig  that 
such  an  soidoisemeBit  would 
provide  some  kind  of  en- 
tremdiment.  making  it  .more 
difficult  fra-.an  hicoming  Con- 
servative tpwMumgnt  to  dls- 
muTTriB  a Scottlah  parliamexEt 
A pre-legj^ttve  referen- 
dum is  a different  kettle  of 
fish.  Its  ostensible  purpose  is 
to  give  a above  to  the  porlia- 
mentaty  process  and  hasten  it 
along  so  that  ofiier  business  Is 
not  clogged  op.  However,  by 
its  very  nature,  a referendum 
on  a white  papn  is  imprecise 
and  no  one  knows  what  the 
outcome  of  fiie  discussion  of 
fiiat  white  paper  on  the  floor 
of  the  Kiuse  of  Ccanmons  win 
ultimately  serve  up.  Tt  say  a 
white  paper  is  the  settled 
(^dniimoffiie  Boveemueait  of 
tite  day  te  an  nsipUclt  denial  of 
the  parliamentary  process  on 


whidi  I have  been  brought  up 
in  the  last  third  of  a century. 

ff  fiiere  Is  any  group  in  fills 
country  of  whom  it  can  be 
said  “they  shall  not  be 
moved"  and  “they  will  take 
their  time”  it  is  the  parlia- 
mentary draughtsmen,  a 
small,  ti^t-tadt  group  of  for- 
midably clever  lawyers, 
whose  arcane  are  just 
essential  to  the  production  of 
any  bllL  They  will  not  be 
hinried,  espectelly  In  dealing 
with  a Constitutional  biU  oT 
enormous  contention.  A refer- 
endum will  not  advance  the 
^leed  at  which  the  parilameo- 
tary  draughtsman  go  about 
their  task  by  one  millimetre 
an  hour. 

Nor  bmides,  will  or  should, 
a pre-legislation  refei^dum 
le^  to  foe  cutting  of  comers 
during  the  committee  stage.  It 
is  one  of  these  notions  vdiich 
might  look  an  attractive  ploy 
to  a group  of  Commons  busi- 
ness managers  scratching 
their  heads  late  at  night  in  an 
office,  wondering  how  an 
earfo  they  are  going  to  propel 
their  contentious  l^^tion 
through  the  House  where 
young  opposttion  eagpr-b^ 
vers  will  be  trying  to  establish 
their  rotation  m oi^;»osition 
excavating  the  details  of  the 
Scotland  BiQ:  it  is  rather  an- 
other matter  in  the  cold  Ught 
of  day. 

ERSONALLY,  I am  Aiv 
cient  Labour  and  just 
wish  that  file  old  pro- 
cesses of  the  party,  warts  and 
aU.  would  re-exserge.  There  is 
a heck  of  a lot  to  be  said  fin- 
having  a home  policy  commit- 
tee of  the  National  Executive, 
of  which  I was  briefly  a mem- 
ber In  the  iseos.  (I  ^p^  with 
an  -foe  anttiority  of  a member 
who  lost  more  votes  in  one 
year  of  NEC  electians  than 
anyone  else  >>««  Hwia  befine 
or  since!)-  But  at  least  I know 
at  first-hand  that  foe  pitfeUs 
cf  any  proposal  were  usually 
disembowelled  by  the  dmno- 
cratie  acrutiny  of  NEC  com- 
mitteee.  Had  such  a system 
made  fixe  party  fed  cor- 
reedy fiiat  fte  party  mem- 
bers had  a real  stake  in  fiie 
ibnnatian  cf  pdUcy.  die  tam- 
peratuxe  cf  foe  current  prob- 
lem would  be  much  lower. 

The  feet  that  poUcles  do  not 
go  to  the  old  anvil  of  the  NEC 

nmniwttiftpg  tapgrtnftiw  price 

fiiat  WB  pay  for  having  NEC 
members  elected  on  the  basis 
cf  one-member-dne-vote,  and 
the  consequent  corxetetion 
that  TV  appearances  become 
a flmetioD  of  shadow  cabinet 
lesponsfoilitiBS. 

Voters  in  Scotland  want  to 
know  about  the  ultimate  pack- 
age, particolaidy  the  financial 
arrangHments.  Even  if  there  is 
a pre-leguJattve  rEferondum 
there  ought  also  to  be  a post- 
legislative  referenduxu. 

I beliavB  precise  taxation, 
powers  are  a sine  gua  non  of 
any  Parliament  and  should 
tiierefiire  be  embodied  In  the 
legislatiML  This  is  another 
reason  why  a referendum 
should  take  place  not  before, 
but  after  the  passage  of  the  bill 
throu^  die  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  constitute  a verdict 
cm  the  final  passage  on  oBer. 


RISING 

DAMP? 

I.AC.KI.K  IT  WITH  WAlT  Ca. lART) 


- A SYSTEM  IN  PRACTICE  FOR  OVER  60  YEARS 


quite  how  those  on  income 
support  are  suivosed  to  af- 
fbrd  this  is  not  clear.  A grant 
from  the  Social  Fond  per- 
haps? A vteitaxe  into  the 
black  eamomy,  more  likely. 

Tn  fo^  wMfrio  of  curbing  ”ir- 
responslbflity**  tbe  working 
poor  will  be  offered  a loan  and 
required  to  risk  having  to 
repay  the  whole  cost  of  fiieir 
case,  that  -of  fiieir  oppo- 
nent if  they  lose.  Current 
rules  protect  l^ally-aided  litl- 
firom  the  flill  fiaree  of  the 
ancial  risks  orcDnaiy  liti- 


gant have  to  run. 

The  fMwktng  rmtii  now  has 


Quite  how  those 
on  income  support 
are  supposed  to 
pay  the  application 
fee  is  not  clear 


been  that  vfoere  the  state  has 
encouraged  people  to  believe 
fb^  have  a good  case  (by 
giving  -foem  aid  only  after  the 
me^  of  their  case  had  been 
ebatfred)  they  should  be  given 
at  least  partial  piototion 
agatnat  bankruptcy  'if  they 
lose.  This  admittedly  has  op- 
erated hazshly  whm  some- 
one  is  wron^  .sned  hy  a 
legallyAided  Itt^ant  who  vir- 
tually by  definition  has  no 
money  to  meef  an  o^powrifs 
costs,  and  the  .state  lefuses  to 
up  the  bill  Mfoer. 

Now  that  it  seons  leg^  aid 
will  be  merely  a loan,  -there 


seems  Utile  justification  in 
demanding  that  the  merits  cf 
peojde's  cases,  or  indeed  their 
mfians,  should  be  checked.  JET 
the  Govenxment  intez^  that 
tbe  public  parse  should  never 
be  out  of  pocket,  why  should 
litigants  xiot  be  able  to  make 
their  own  choice  as  to 
whether  to  risk  borrowing 
money  to  fi^  a legal  case? 
Why  not  privatise  tbe  whole 
scheme  awA  it  over  to 
foe  banks? 

The  bureauGiate  who  mi^ 
he  called  upon  to  run  tbe 
scheme  must  be  wondering 


even  now  vdiether  it  was  de- 
signed by  people  vfoo  ever 
rea^  Intended  or  eiQ>ected  to 
be  in  power  to  have  to  make  it 
work.  Having  to  operate  a 
vast  debt  collection  machin- 
ery to  pursue  pe<^  wboee 
hns  have  been  shattered  by 

Inoing  Iftgal  raww  fe  not  an 

emticing  ]T0Q>eet 
More  exciting  for  the 
buraanicrals  is  the  eheorp  to 
decide  on  regional  pritwities 
fin-  l^al  aid  spending.  Tidy- 
minded  managers  will  be  able 
to  predict. budgets  with  com- 
plete accuracy  because  they 
will  be  jSxed  in  advance. 
Fixed  blodt  cootntets  with  so- 
licitors' Anns  and  advice 
agencies  wjU  solve  foe  plan- 
ners’ proibiems,  but  at  what 
cost?  Lawyers  will  no.long^ 
^ve  an  Incentive  to  maintain 
a high  local  rotation  and 
thus  win  additional  business 
because  local  people  trust 
them  Instead  tb^  devote 

their  energies  to  ensuring 
that  th^  win  the  next  Dutch 
auction  when  tbe  block  con- 
tract is  up  for  reneTral.  This 


will  mean  pleasing  the  area 
manager  rather  than  the 
clients. 

Haven't  we  been  here  be- 
fore? The  Government  pro- 
poses a series  cf  reforms  In  a 
key  public  service  purportfog 
to  contred  costs  with  the  iiy 
trodnetion  of  private  sector 
disetpUnes  such  as  competi- 


tive tendsing  and  block  con- 
tracts. Once  more  tbe  propos- 
als pay  scant  regard  to  the 
public,  coBcentrating  Instead^ 
on  deling  ever  more  Infrl- 
cate  levels  of  bureaucracy. 
Even  foe  National  Audit 
Office  .Isn't  sure  that  foe 


Pursuing  people 
whose  lives  have 
been  shattered  by 
losing  in  court  is  not 
an  enticing  prospect 


schene  fer  fund-bolding  GF8 
is  worth  the  money  whi^  has 
been  spent  on  It 
Bow  has  the  (jovemznesit 
got  this  so  wrong?  They  and 
their  advisers  have  been  mes- 
merlded  by  honor  predictions 
of  a damand-led  scheme  whose 
cost  never  ceases  to  rise. 
Their  answer  is  control  at  any 
price.  This  absolves  them 
from  tbe  need  to  think  alwut 
why  the  l^al  aid  bill  was 
rising  tn  the  first  place,  and 
wh^her  this  was  not  symp- 
tomatic c£,  more  important 
long-term  trends  fiiat  people 
OU^t  to  be  thinking  abOUt 


ILLUSTRATXMt  MINE  hlOmoW 

To  its  credit  foe , Govern- 
ment in  yeaxs.has  en- 
couraged some  tenn 

fitinktog  and  wider  pulxlic  de- 
bate on  longtenix  issuptf 
as  proyiaiOD  for  an 
population  S)d  fiie  halanri 

between  transport  faifirastrnc- 
ture  and  file  protecticn  of  file 
environment  But  not;  tt 
seems,  foe  legal  systent-  • 

Recourse  to  the  law-te 
just  about  blame,  it  is  abc^l 
an  assertion  of  jnAflpqnfiaiHftB  • 
and  Individuail  antroomy 
values  this  Governmeint  has 
espoused.  Parliament.  legis- 
lates to  give  people  more 
rights,  encouraging  share 
ownership,  widening  «hniif»a 
and  competitioo  fist  private 
and  public  serviceB.  afitetaxg 
protection  against 
diaernnination. 

You  don’t  have  to  be  a soci 
ologist  to  predict  an  ina-^Rge' 
fo  fite  demand  ibr  legal  advice 
and  help.  Yet  foe  legal  system 
and'the  law  it  admfrdsters  is 
in  a sclerotic  state.  We  ^o^ 
be  plaiiTilue  for  and  wdeom- 
ing  a sociefy  in  wUdi  vaapHi 
can  assert  their  ri^ts  and 
enforce  the  duties  of  others 
without  financially  crippling 
themselves  or  fiie  atete.  Fash- 


Tbs  Wallguard  ceramic  tube  system  of  damp 
proofing  has  been  in  use  in  ancient  and  famous 
buildings  for  many  years.  A prime  example  is 
Westminster  Abbey  in  which  tbe  system  was  first 
fitted  in  1932  — and  was  recently 

added  to  by  Wallguard.  V 
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ioning  a userdriendly  and  ac- 
cessible justice  system  is 
dearly  a long-range  task  — a 
topic  for  anofoer  day;  and  not 
for  politicians  sufEteing  myo- 
pically from  today's  “blame” 
disease. 


IQMydirmiral  fajeetioa  hai  failed  QNemi 
|OCeaveoiieaai<faBp  proof  GDonehufo'led  □ 
|Q  I woi^  IBk  to  cSmmte  damp  ones  and  far  lU 
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10  OBITUARIES 


Margaux  Hemingway 

America’s 
first  Babe 


There  were  two 
Margaux  Hemiug- 
ways.  One  was  the 
flashlon  icon  who 
flitted  effortlessly 
through  the  social  hothouse 
of  mid'seventies  Mazihattan. 
Ihe  other,  whose  decompos- 
ing body  was  found  in  her 
Swta  Mbnica  apartment,  was 
a swollen,  fail^  actress,  exy 
slaved  for  much  of  her  life  to 
alcohol  and  eating  disorders 
and.  perhaps,  the  legacy  of 
her  famous  surname. 

Hemingway,  who  was  41, 
was  the  granddau^ter  of  Er- 
nest Hemingway  who  com- 
mitted suicide  35  years  ago.  In 
one  of  the  maiw  confessional 
performances  that  seined  to 
overshadow  her  professional 
ones,  Margaux  Hemingway 
said  she  bad  found  herself 
“living  the  life*'  of  the  novel- 
ist. “I  think  alcohol  drove  my 
grandfather  to  suicide,  but 
rm  still  alive  because  I did 
something  about  iL'* 

Named  in  honour  of  the 
bottle  of  wine  her  parents 
supposedly  drank  on  the 
ni^t  her  conception,  Hem- 
ingway's life  seemed  inti- 
mately tied  up  with  alcohol 
“1  was  the  godmother  of 
French  Bordeaux."  she  once 
declared.  After  admitting  her- 
self to  the  Betty  Ford  Clinic  in 
1988,  she  claimed  to  have 
brought  her  alcoholism  under 
control  Symbolically,  she 
changed  the  spelling  of  her 
name  to  Margot 
Hemingway's  success  was 
brief  but  spectacular.  Arriv- 


ing in  Mew  Yoric  in  1974.  she 
wowed  the  city's  fast  set  with 
her  statuesque  beauty,  engag- 
ing personality  and  alluring 
lineage.  Within  a year  she 
was  Faberge's  image  for  the 
Babe  fragrance,  which 
brou^t  her  the  flr^  million 
dollar  modeUing  contract  and 
made  her  one  cl  the  of 
the  seventies. 

The  following  year  she 
made  her  Hollywood  debut 
with  her  younger  sister  Mar- 
iel  in  Lipstick,  a bomb  that 
seemed  to  burst  the  bubble  of 
her  rising  celebrity  but  never 
I landed  anoQiwr  maior  fllm 
' part  By  1990,  she  was  desper- 
, ately  trying  to  relaunch  her 
' career  1^’  posing  for  Playboy. 

Hemingway  was  bora  In 
Portland.  Or^on,  bi  1955.  the 
second  of  three  dau^ters  of  i 
Ernest  Hemingway’s  son. 
Jack,  and  his  wffe  Byra.  Her 
family  lived  for  a time  on  her 
grandfether’s  form  in  Cuba, 
moving  to  San  Etancisco  and 
eventually  remote  Ketchum. 
Idaho,  where  Ernest  Hemin- 
way died  foom  a self-inflicted 
siMtgun  wound  on  July  2. 
1961. 

At  19.  Margaux  was  an  un- 
mistakable beauty  with  a 
broad,  toothy  grin  and  the 
shaggy  eyebrows  reminiscent 
of  her  mercurial  grandfather. 
She  married  Erral  Wetson, 
who  made  a fortune  from  fast- 
food  cartons:  be  engineered 
publicity  for  her.  ultimately 
brokering  the  lucrative  deal 
wifli  Faberg#.  But  Heming- 
way's star  plummeted  as 


quickly  as  It  had  risen.  Her 
confldenoe  was  shattered  by 
the  critical  savaging  of 
stidc,  in  which  she  played  a 
young  model  who  was  r^ied. 
She  was  already  seeking  com- 
fort from  a bottle.  She  drank, 
she  said,  “to  loosen  up",  de- 
termined to  emulate  her 
grandfetheris  thirst  for  life. 

I Her  nmrriage  to  Wetson.  eoV 
! lapsed  after  two  years  but  her 
second  marriage,  to  Fiencfa 
' fihn-maker  Bernard  Foucher 
seemed  only  to  accderate  her 
decline.  As  her  younger  sis- 
ter's career  took  off  wiffi  roles 
in  films  such  as  Woody 
Allen’s  Manfiattan,  Maigaux 
struggled  to  revive  her  own 
with  an  ill-fkted  documentary 
about  her  grandfether  and  a 
handful  of  roles  in  forgettable 
Aims  such  as  ffjUfer  Fish 
(1979)  and  They  Call  Me  Bnae 
(1982). 

After  more  healflt  problems 
in  the  early  1980s,  she  tried  to 
relaundi  her  career.  Though 
she  dabbled  in  pginting  and 
music,  die  success  of  her 
youth  eluded  her.  There  were 
more  troubles  and  more  con- 
fessions. In  1982  ^e  revealed 
that  she  had  been  engaged  in 
a is-y^  batfle  witii  the  eat- 
ing disorder  bulimia  which , 
she  suggested  had  been 
caused  by  sexual  abuse  as  a I 
child.  In  January  thi,*;  year,  i 
she  was  admitted  to  a psychi- 
atric hospital  amid  reports 
that  she  had  shaved  her  head 
and  was  “hearing  voices". 


ton  Katz 


Vnraaicta  Hanneg  nddas 

She  arrived  from 

the  family  estate  tn  the  mid- 
seventies  with  a perfeefly 
timed  old/oew  look. 

The  dippy  little  dolly  mod- 
els — like  TWggy  or  Pmielope 
Tree  ^ had  by  frieo  loA  their 
freshness;  the  French  movie 
actresses,  like  Dominique 
Sanda,  were  suitable  for 
couture  only  and  not  avail- 
able often:  and  the  exotics, 
like  Verushka,  would  have 
looked  lau^iable  if  defoliated 
of  felse  ^'Clashes  and  photo- 
graphed in  the  sporty  goHiwgc 
which  were  the  newest  loea- 


Horxt  cf  the  ptfiod.  fri  Amer^ 
ica,  pro  and  amateur  sports 
and  the  “leisure  Industries" 
were  their  strong 

influence  on  fashion  and 
there  was  big  growth  in  flie 
garment  industry  in  clothes 
for  these  pastimes. 

American  ecfltors  began  to 
want  to  display  native 
healthy  good  looks  — up  to 
then  conflsed  to  flie  tooth- 
paste  ads  — but  they  needed  a 
version  M them  uncbeesy 
enou^  for  the  pages  of  the 
glossies. 

Lauren  Hutton  looked  al- 
most right,  btU  she  was  thir- 


tyish  bad-a  certain  wty- 
ness  ab^  the  month  whldi 
suggested  an  early  case  of 
attitude. 

Enter  Hemingway,  improb- 
ably talk  with  extraordhaarily 
emphatic  eyebrows  and  gams 

— in  foe  world  of  fofoion. 
these  foin^  count  as  major 
statements  of  fodividnalsty.  > 
She  skied,  swam  (her 
shoulders  were  probably  foe  i 
first  real  swimmers' 
shoulders  ever  seen  in  Vogue 

— she  looked  like  the  credlis 
of  Baywatch.  flaionwhmg  29 . 
years  ago):  ^e  could  even 
wear  tennis  socks  without  di- 


Tnititehrtwnt  of  ^amouT.  Her 
bone  structure  and  habit  of 
ftHdriwg  ti^it  her  straight 
blonde  hair  suggested  the 
man’s  woman  cf  foe  forties 
(women  like  foe  cool  "SUm" 
Hawks,  wife  to  Howard 
Hatrits,  style  tutor  to  Lauren 
Bacall,  and  a persmal  friend 
of  grandparents) 

but  updated  and  hotted  up. 
wearing  gold  hoop  earrings 
and  riding  a Harley  on  the 
way  to  a rock  concert  , 

Essentially  young,  she  sug- 
gested the  old  style  of  patri- 
cian America  but  democra- 
tised font  style  throu^  her 


generous  mouth  and  prefer- 
ence for  denims. 

Within  five  years,  she  was 
the  contracted  spirit  of  Fa- 
berge's Babe  (a  pioneer  use  of 
foe  term  in  its  prosit  mean- 
ing) and  every  NYC  catwa,lk 
was  full  girls  with  weU- 
brushed  hair  and  that  look  of 
having  girders  rather  than 
bones. 

But  she’d  been  first,  which 

is  everjthing  in  fashion. 


Margaux  (Marpol)  Hemingway, 
model  and  actress,  bom 
February  16, 195S;  died  June 
1996 


Michael  Wishart 

Artist’s  life  in 
secret  rooms 


A wonderftilly  descriptive  eye . . . Michael  Wishart  at  the 

moTOGnAPH-  VflUJAM  QARMAN 


Michael  wi- 
shart. who  has 
died  a^  ^ was 
perhaps  the  forgot- 
ten artist  of  his  generation.  A 
pupil  of  Cedric  Morris,  and 
early  associated  with  those 
two  giants  of  post-war  British 
art.  Francis  Bacon  and  Lu- 
cian Freud,  he  never  was  able 
to  live  up  to  the  prodigious 
success  he  enjoyed  with  bis 
first  and  solo  exhibition  at  the 
Archer  Gallery  at  the  age  of 
16. 

Prone  to  loneliness  and  de- 
pression. as  well  as  addic- 
tions to  alcohol  and  opium, 
Wishart  was  afflicted  with  a 
dangerously  self-destructive 
streak.  Althou^  he  never 
doubted  his  own  genius,  his 
friends  often  wwr^  that  he 
had  dissipated  his  fentastic 
talents:  ’’One  cannot  help  feel- 
ing. of  course  that  your  visual 
gite  and  your  literary  gifts 
were  not  given  for  nofoing,” 
Graham  Sutherland  told  him. 
But  when  on  song  Il^shart 
produced  some  of  the  most 
magica^  lyrical  paintings 
made  in  Britain  since  foe 
war.  “Pop  Is  to  painting  what 
chewing  gum  is  to  gastron- 
omy.’' once  deciar^  “and 
I prefer  nourishment";  hia 
many-sided  art  gave  much  to 
the  discerning  eye. 

Wishart  was  fascinated  ^ i 
genealogy,  and  bis  was  partic- 
ularly remarkable:  on  his  I 
father's  side  he  was  de- 
scended from  a branch  of  the  | 
warrior  Guiscards  of  Nor- 
mandy (where  he  often 
p^t^,  who  founded  foe 
kingdom  of  SicUy.  Of  more 
dir^  importance,  one  cf  his 
mother’s  sisters,  Kathleen 
(Sarman.  was  mairled  to  Ja- 
cob Epstein  (and  their  daugh- 
ter Kitty  was  married  for  a 
while  to  Lucian  Freud),  and 
another  sister.  Maty,  was 
marri^  to  the  poet  Roy 
Campbell  His  godfatbm*.  after 
he  was  received  into  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  was 
Graham  Sutherland.  Wi- 
sharf  s father  Ernest  founded 


the  publishing  house  Wishart 
& Co  and  later  ran  Laurence 
& Wishart,  the  only  Marxist 
publishers  in  London. 

Wishart  was  an  only  son. 
brought  up  at  Pnlborough  in 
Sussex.  As  a he  wouk) 
often  disappear  into  the  fields 
with  a paintbox.  At  Bedales, 

I where  he  escaped  the  sadism 
of  a teacher  at  his  local  school 
— and  where  be  was  a can- 
temporary  of  that  iU-foted 
genius  of  foe  French  hom. 
Denis  Brain,  whom  be  greatly 
admired  — he  exceDed  at  div- 
ing and  painting. 

Wishait's  formal  artistic 
training  comprised  one  term 
at  the  Central  School  atten- 
dance at  the  Anglo-French 
Arts  Centre  In  St  John’s 
Wood,  a period  under  Cedric 
Morris  at  the  East  Anglian 
Schorl  and  a ^>eU  at  the  Aca- 
demic Julien  in  Paris. 

After  living  for  a while  with 
his  uncle,  Roy  Campbell,  he 
moved  in  1947  to  Paris,  \riiere 
he  shared  a room  with  Lucian 
fVeud.  Re  was  soon  in  foe 
thick  of  f^ulsian  artistic  life, 
mudi  of  it  centred  on  the  i 
ballet,  and  his  frirads  there 
included  Jean  Cocteau,  Chris- 1 
tian  Berard,  and  Boris ' 
Kbchna 

Later  he  was  to  be  the  only 
person  to  pamt  Rudolph  Nu- 
reyev  from  life,  hi  Paris  his 
palron  I^r  Watson  also  in- 
troduced him  to  Denham 
Fonts,  thus  to  eguum,  an 
addiction  of  which  he  was 
fortunately  cured. 

Through  Francis  Bacon, 
Wifoart  met  foe  painter  Anne 
Dunn,  youngest  daughter  of 
Sir  James  Dunn,  foe  industri- 
alist and  patron  of  the  arts  (he 
was  painted  by  Slckeit,  Au- 
gustus John  and  Salvador 
Dali,  among  others)  and 
Irene.  Marchioness  of 
Queensbury.  They  married  in 
I960,  and  foe  wedding  rec^ 
tion  was  held  in  Bacon’s 
stu^.  The  party  lasted  two 
days  ^nd  three  nights  and  the 
guests  almost  foe  en- 
tire cf  David  Ten- 


I time  cfhSs  first  exhiUtkm 

I nanfs  Gargoyle  Club  and 
Muriel  Belcher's  Colony 
, Room.  Two  hundred  bottles  of 
BbUing^  qulddy  ran  out  as 
the  gatecr^bers  snowballed. 

ynth  Anne  Dunn,  Wishart 
travelled  to  St  TVopez,  Venice 
— to  stay  wifo  Pe^  Guggen- 
heim— Morocco,  and  to  Paris 
vfoere  they  set^  in  1953. 
and  where  their  son  Francis 
(himwH’  later  a punter)  was 
born.  Wishart’s  marriage 
ended  in  I960,  after  which 
Anne  Dunn  married  the 
painter  Rodrigo  MOynihan.  I 

Following  his  divorce,  and 
consumed  with  loneliness,  j 
Wishart  drank  ceaselessly 
and  ended  up  in  a psychiatric 
hospital  on  foe  outekirts  of 
Paris  (where  perhaps,  Inev- 
ItaMy,  his  nuroe  tarried  out  to 
have  known  Cocteau  and  Bdr- 
ardl  'T  do  not  recommend 
asylums  to  the  sane."  be 
remarked. 

After  bis  break  with  Anne 
Dnnn.  Wishart  no  longer 
tried  to  hide  his  hisexuality. 
Altfaou^  he  was  attractive 
to,  and  was  attracted  by,  a 
variety  of  women  he 
remained  open  to  all  life’s 
pleasures  and  when  at  an  ex- 
hibition at  the  Redfern  Gal- 
lery he  spotted  “a  youth  of 


exceptional  beauty",  the 
young  Nicky  Haslam.  he 
formed  a r^tlonship  that 
lasted  for  foe  next  four  years. 

Wishart  enjoyed  GtftU  suc- 
cess as  an  artist  during  this 
period,  and  was  taken  up  and 
exhibited  first  by  Oliver 
Brown  at  the  Leicester  Gal- 
lery's and  by  Rex  Nan  Kivel 
at  the  Redfern.  David  Sylves- 
ter, reviewing  his  1956  ^hibi- 
tion  there  wrote  of  “a  sens!- 
bUity  that  is  at  once 
shamelessly  romantic  and 
deeply  sophisticated,  and 
which  endows  the  wide  open 
spaces  of  the  great  outdoors  i 
with  a sort  of  hothouse  pre- 
cocity ...  he  is  one  of  foe  | 
select  band  English  roman- ! 
tic  painters  who  are  truly 
romantic.'’ 

This  tribute,  and  praise 
from,  among  others.  Bacoa 
and  Cecil  Beaton,  perhaps 
went  to  his  bead,  and  may 
have  contributed  to  an  exces- 
sively long  barren  patch.  But 
his  scintillating  h^dling  of 
paint  and  his  confidence  in 
the  value  of  bis  own  work 
erupted  spectacularly  into  his 
comeback  exhibition  after  16 
years  — at  the  Parkin  Gallery 
in  1965.  An  obsession  with 
deatb  and  tragedy  was  offset 


there  in  the  pictures  he 
showed  of  beantifully 
coloured  flowers  and  by 
monotvi>es  of  exquisite  crafts- 
manship. The  exhibitioD  was 
headlined  by  one  reviewer 
“Ballet  cf  bad  dreams". 

His  company  at  this  time 
was  always  charming  But 
alon^ide  his  positive  and 
erudite  side,  one  was  always 
aware  of  his  weaknesses  ^ on 
occasions  be  had  to  be  carried 
from  'one  establishment  to  an- 
other, or  he  might  be  found 
asle^  on  the  gafieiy  floor  or 
upright  outside  the  front 
dMr. 

WisfaarPs  memoirs,  High 
Diver,  published  in  1S77  are 
among  the  most  anrf 

readable  of  artists*  autobiog- 
raphies. For  unlike  many 
painters.  Wi^iart  was  widely 
read,  and  he  took  as  the  text 
for  his  book  a poem  by 
Cavaly: 

Iioera  into  the  secret  rooms 
consutemt  shameful  euen  to 

name. 

But  fwi  shameful  to  me  ~- 

becausethen 
what  kind  (^poet,  what  kind 
artist  would  I be? 

His  wondeifuUy  descriptive 
eye  and  conversational  tone 
was  alfied  to  a tranalucent 
prose,  full  of  honesty.  High 
Dwa-  is  frill  of  gams,  such  as 
his  description  of  Nancy  Cun- 
ard's  legs,  "so  thin  that  it 
looked  as  though  two  threads 
of  ha*  knickers  had  come 
undone’'. 

In  the  last  months  of  his 
Ufe,  foe  cancer  from  which 
Wishart  suffered  was  oacer- 
bated  a cruel  and  recur- 
ring depression  and  de^air 
at  the  deafo  of  old  frirads. 
including  Barbara  Skelton 
end  Caroline  Blackwood. 
Anne  Dunn,  wifo  whom  he 
retained  a close  and  loving 
relationship,  visited  him 

daily- 

Several  of  his  most  recent 
paintings,  based  again  on  the 
subject  foe  seashore,  were 
shown  to  effect  in  an  exhibi- 
tion earlier  this  year,  at  the 
Michael  Parkin  Gallery,  of 
British  artists  who  had 
attended  the  Acaefemie  Ju- 
Uen.  But  at  the  time  of  his 
deatb  Wisbart's  art  still 
remains  ripe  fw  re-discovery. 


Michael  Psridn 
and  James  Beechoy 


Miebael  Wishart,  artist,  bom 
June  12, 1928;  died  June  26, 1996 


Michael  Parkin 


Pipeddown 
from  Yorkshire 


IN  BETTWEEN  foe  two  big 
leaps  the  (?oardian  took  to 
beonne  a national  news- 
pqier  — dropping  Manches- 
ter from  the  title  in  1939,  and 
starting  to  print  in  London  in 
1961  — it  took  a short  step 
into  foe  rogioDs  by  appoint- 
ii%  Michael  Parkin,  who  has 
di^  of  cancer  aged  73.  as  its 
staff  correspondent  In 
YorkshiTOL 
R would  be  untrue  to  say 
that  Parkin  covered  every  im- 
portent  story  in  Yorkshire 
until  his  retirement  in  1987  — 
be  had  assistants  to  do  that, 
most  famously  Bernard 
Tneharn  Rather  his  value  lay 
in  potting  a special  spin  on 
tales  of  his  adopted  county. 

Tt  was  gently  humorous 
stuff  that  often  made  the  cov- 
eted slot  at  the  basement  of 
the  front  page.  It  made  read- 
ers aware  ^ the  ludicrous 
situation  in  a town  or  village; 
but  whether  it  was  about  a 
docker  or  a dowager,  it  never 
alienated  its  subject  To  out- 
siders, it  seemed  effortless, 
but  then  they  never  knew 
about  the  desperate  hours  on 
thin  news  days  spent  combing 
local,  rags  and  year’s  dia- 
ries. ' in  those  pre-electronic 
times,  for  material  suitable 
for  the  Paaikin  magie. 

Parkin  was  quietly  proud  of 
bmng  asked,  in  I960,  to  join 
the  paper,  from  foe  Yorkshire 
Evening  Post  the  more  so 
because  he  was  37  and  a non- 
motorist  who  had  to  learn 
fast  It  was,  he  said,  "like 
someone  choosing  the  oldest 
whore  in  the  bouse”. 

Even  on  foe  briefest  of 
aquaintance  no  one  would 
take  the  polite  and  consider- 
ate Michael  to  be  a foot-in- 
door operator  — a sbort- 
coming  slow  to  dawn  on  nauy 
Mirror  hirers  who  once 
sacked  him  within  weeks. 

An  example  of  his  concern 
for  others  was  bis  msistence 
on  literally  putting  himself 
about  while  touring  Nor- 
mandy. Half  an  hour  after 
leaving  an  overnight  hotel 
stop  be  found  he  still  bad  bis 
bedroom  key.  Rather  than 


post  it  be  insisted  on  return- 
ing it  by  hand.  "For  all  I 
know**,  be  explained,  “that 
nice  girl  may  have  been 
threatened  wifo  foe  sack  if 
she  let  one  more  guest  leave 
without  being  asked  for  foe 
key.” 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife. 
Anita. 


Geoffrey  Whiter 

Ste  Bomard  Ingham  ndda: 

Michael  Parkin  persuaded  me 
to  join  the  Guardian  in  1962 
when  this  newspaper  was 
building  up  Us  coverage  of 
Britain  after  moving  to  Lon- 
don. I tbou^t  he  would  im- 
prove my  writing.  He  was  then 
living  in  what  he  described  as 
bachelor  squalor.  He  worked 
in  it,  too.  Impecunious  artists 
would  scarcely  have  been  seen 
dead  in  the  “office"  be  hart 
found  in  Briggate.  Tt  was 
reached  up  bare  wooden  stairs 
and  the  only  escape  from  the 
single  room  was  a 20ft  leap 
into  a graveyard. 

We  gathered  there,  in  those 
relaxed  days,  around  Ham  to 
begin  our  newsgafoering.  Puff- 
ing at  his  pipe,  the  bearded 
gnome  pursued  bis  quarry  im- 
perturbably, apparently  confi- 
dent cf  ft"rtiri|>  for  example, 
that  Wombwell  at  the  heart  of 
the  YcK'ksbire  coalfield,  was 
seeking  holiday  resort  status 
so  that  K could  sell  maggots  to 
anglers  on  Sundays.  After  a 
quiA  call  to  the  Mancl^ter 
news  desk,  he  went  off  to  Wbi- 
telocks  for  a pub  lunch  and 
convetaation.  Thus  forUSed. 
he  pursued  his  inquiries  and 
wrote  another  gem  before 
returning  to  foe  pub  and  more 
'dry  humour. 

A Liberal  he  willed  me  to 
become  a Labour  politician  in 
our  three  ye^  together.  I dis- 
appointed him.  But  1 am  sure 
be  derived  wiy  amusement 
it  He  was  one  of  nature’s 
bystanders  who  convert^  his 
reflections  into  lovely  prose. 


Birthdays 


Prof  Jean  Aitchistm,  psjrho- 
linguist  58:  Evel^  Ajithony. 
historical  novel^  66:  Tbm 
Cruise,  actor.  34;  Sandra 
Davis,  family  lawj'er.  40; 
Judith  Dnrham,  singer.  53; 
Brigitte  Fassbaender. 
mezzo-soprano.  57:  David 
Gandolfo.  racehorse  trainer, 
58;  Sir  Richard  Hadlee,  for- 
mer cricketer.  4a:  (Darios 
Slelber.  conductor.  66;  Iain 
Macdonald-Smith,  yachts- 
man, 51:  The  Rt  Rev  Dr 
William  blcMiUan.  modera- 
tor of  the  mneral  assemt^*  of 
the  Chunfo  of  Scotland.  69; 
Susan  Penhallgon.  actress. 
47;  Ken  Russell,  film  director, 
68:  Baroness  (Sue)  Ryder  of 
Warsaw  and  CavendUb, 
founder  of  homes  for  the  dfs- 
abled.  social  worker.  73; 
Judge  Dame  Heather  Steel 
56;  Tom  Stoppard,  play- 
wright 59;  Gary  Waldboni, 
actor,  53;  Ed  Wallis,  chief  ex- 
ecutive. Powergea  57;  Hilary 
Williams,  director.  Interna- 
tional Diabetes  Federation.  47. 


Michael  Paricin,  journalist,  bom 
Augusta.  1922:  died  June  30 
1996 


Death  Notices 

CHAWL^Palir  WwrM  OBE.  MVO.dM 
Jm  S7  1996  Bl  SI  OrMppiwir’a  Hospice 
SriWhwii  Cremuon  m on  Tuesetn  9 July 
«ir«S am « EUtem aematonum.  Crown 
Woods  Way.  London  S69 

COWAt^  Tonv  omd  PMcWiDly  al  teme 
OT  3M  Ji«io  T996  GraflHv  nussad  by  hw 
***  Karl  ana  K»on 

The  best  ttisre  wa» 

MVRLQrwtal  Barbn  diad  on  Saturday 
June  £9m  al  Hamnersinith  Hoapitai  o(  luno 
CelebraliDn  rt  her  iHe  at  t3  Pen). 
w>d»  Place.  London  HE.  2.x  om.  J,7i96 
^ Donfibons  ts  fiotton  Wlaoa 

AppM  Funde  Nofih  Vorlii  VttlSR 

ORAr.  PiM  Mrtael  Oaetdioii.  hmersl 
Mrvice  at  9l  John's  Church.  i 
^eacwiVLadbrook  Qrove  Wit.  onASy*? 
12  noon  lonowed  hy  private  IntarmenL  ’ ' 

unejjjhn  - died  77  July  tqge  Funeral  at 
UJp  *^^-%*P**’  Oolders  Green  Cremato- 
rium at  3 X pm  on  Friday.  5 Jrty  1996. 
Flowen  welcome  ' 

tolLEHNER.  MtohaaL  On  Juie  29lh  1996 

iSrSsrsi  SKiir'  i>y 

Fuierrt  Service  on  Friday.  5 Juiv 

gator^Church.  Moasley  rt  1 Mam 

Shletly  no  Howari  al  the  of  bn 

dawred  to  the  rLSl: 

be  made  on  01457  672277.  ^ 

Engagements 

M.  uJnJ'o^  ^ 


Jackdaw 


Conned 

ADVERTISEMENT 
Malm  Millions  Without  Evea 
Worktog?  ft  Can't  be  True. 

No.  of  course  It  can't  But  by 

using  foe  tried  and  tested 
methods  that  have  made  me  a 
milUonaire  by  the  age  of 
twenty-four,  you  too  can  Join 
the  rante  of  the  wealfoiest 

men  in  Britain  while  working 

no  more  than  ten  hours  a 
Yes,  that’s  right!  And 

don’t  have  to  take  my  word  for 

it — proof  of  the  success  of  ^ 

methods  can  be  seen  from  the 

foUowiz«  quotations: 

*1  tried  it  it  worics.  rm 
ama^"  JT,  Leicester. 

“I  never  thought  I could  be 


so  ri^  without  doing  any 

work.”DifrsPR. 

Wotvttbampton. 

Yes,  how  could  you  possibly 
doubt  the  word  of  JTffLelces- 
ter  andMrsPRofWolver- 
bampton!  Send  today  for  Se- 
crets the  Great  Cosmos  and 
That,  and  In  a few  dky$  yon  too 
wUlbe  a znUUonaire. 

£16.95  A £3.95  FAP»£20  Cash 
only  please. 

Adverdsement: 

Ignore  This  Sort  of  Nonsense! 
L Per^rlne  Traverse,  used  to 
lose  vast  sums  of  money  res- 
jwiindtT^g  to  foolish  adverts  in 
newspapers.  All  <rf  them  would 
pronuse  foe  earth  but  deliver 
wftFhing  but  disappolntmenL 

Yet  now  I have  a fulfilled 
life  live  in  a style  which 

befbre  1 could  only  dream  of. 
The  secret?  I simply  started 
ignoring  foolish  advertise- 
ments and  suddenly  found 
that  my  disposable  income 
soared  to  previously  unimag- 
inable lev^. 

My  new  book  can  help  you 

too  to  live  lUte  a king,  as  all  my 

secrets  go  down  in  prlntfor 
the  first  time.  How  to  Ignore 
Stupid  Advertisements  in  the 
Newspapers,  can  be  yours  for 
only  £16.95,  and  I can  guaran- 


tee thatOQce  you  have 
received  it.  you  will  never 
again  be  tempted  to  resend  to 
a stupid  advertisement  in  the 
newspapers. 

We  r^ret  that  we  cannot 
offer  a monoy-back  guarantee 
as  it  would  be  couhter- 
productive. 
NOUVELIEERINZ 
Super  soft  bathroom  tissue  for 
people  with  sensitive  rings. 
TOM  BAGEL& SONS 
Guns  for  diildren  and  Mur^ 
darere  since  1746.  No  child  too 
yoimg.  no  murderer  too  psy- 
chotic. We  also  stock 
explosives. 

NOUVELLEKRINZ 
Cheap  horrible,  dirty,  oily 
rags  with  sand  and  git  all 
over  foem.  For  people  who 
Just  don’t  care. 
Adowrising-Galvonmeter 
magazine  style. 


Gender gap? 

Maturity:  women  mature 
much  fe^r  than  men.  Most 

17-year-old  females  can  func- 
tion as  adults.  Most  17-year^ 
old  males  are  still  trading 
baseball  cards  and  giving  each 
other  wedgies  after  gym  class. 


This  is  why  high  school 
romances  rarely  work  out 
Magazines:  men's  magazines 
effen  feature  pictures  of  naked 
women.  Women's  magazines 
also  feature  pictures  of  naked 
women.  This  is  because  the 
female  body  is  a beautiful 
work  of  art,  while  the  male 
body  is  lumpy  and  hairy  and 
should  not  be  seen  in  the  light 
of  day.  Men  are  turned  on  by 
the  sight  of  a naked  woman's 
body.  Most  naked  men  elicit 
laughter  from  women. 
Writing:  to  their  credit  men 
do  not  decorate  their  penman- 
ship. They  just  chicken 
scratch.  Women  use  ridicu- 
lously large  loops  in  their  p's 
and  and  coloured  paper. 

Locker  rooms:  in  the  locker 
room  men  talk  about  three 
things:  money,  football, 
women.  They  eza^erate 
about  money,  they  don't  know 
fbotball  nearly  as  well  as  they 
think  they  do.  and  th^  fabri- 
cate stolid  about  women. 
Women  talk  about  one  thing 
in  foe  locker — sex.  And  not  in 
abstract  terms  either.  They 

are  extremely  graphic  and  - 
technical  and  they  never  lie. 
Directions:  ifawoman  isout 
driving,  and  she  finds  herself 


inunfemiliar  surroundings, 
she  will  stop  fU  a gsis  station 
and  ask  directions.  Mencon- 
aider  this  to  be  a sign  of  weak- 
ness. Men  will  never  stop  and 
ask  for  directions.  Men  will 
drive  in  a circle  for  hours,  all 
the  way  saying  things  like, 
"Looks  like  a Z've  found  a new 
way  to  get  there”,  and  "this  is 
a short  cut,  so  shut-up”. 
Cameras:  men  taka  photograr 
phy  very  seriously.  Tbej^ 
shell  outH.000  for  state  of  the 
art  equipment,  build  dark 
rooms  and  take  pbotogre^y 
classes.  Women  purchase  Ko- 
dak Instamatics  (a^  get  brt- 
ter  pictures). 

Tlnie:  when  a woman  says 

she'll  be  ready  to  go  out  in  five 
minutes,  she’s  using  the  same 
meaning  of  time  as  when  a 
man  says  the  football  game 
has  just  got  five  minutes  to  go. 
Restrooms:  men  use  bath- 
rooms for  purely  biological 
reasons.  Women  use  them  for 
social  gatherings.  Never  in  the 
history  of  the  world  has  a man 
excus^  hiznself  from  a r^tau- 
rant  table  by  saying.  "Hey 

Tots,  I was  just  abolU  to  take  a 
leak.  Do  you  want  to  join  me?” 
Common  characteristics  at 
WWW.  mps  arg/rainbow/words 


Read  art 


GOOD  ideas  are  not  hard  to 
come  by,  and  for  a Ufe  that 
wills  its  own  development, 
acting  on  a good  idea  is 
ee^tial  practice.  (3enerally, 
this  means  discarding  or 
revising  an  old  idea.  Yet  loy- 
alty to  a particular  ideology  or 

doctrine  can  be  so  great  that  to 
Ignore  foe  advantages  whid)  a 
new  idea  can  offer  is  to  act  in 
spite  ofyourself  in  astubborn 


Culture  club . . . Creator 


gesture  of  pride.  By  choosing 
against  your  better  sense,  by 
choosing  insanely,  you  fell  in 
^ur  duty  to  yourself,  and  thus 

in  your  du^  to  those  around 

^u.  Your  duty  is  not  to  save 
fece,  but  to  change  your  face, 
as  foe  world  changes  around 
you. 

^Of  course  loyal  ty  disguises 
to — if  you  choose  an  Idea 
whose  (peihaps)  radical  con- 
sequences would  effect  great 

personal  change,  then  the  per- 

son^g'  which  you've  spent  so 
much  tune  cultivating  for 
yours^would  probably  wilt 
rad  a die  a slow.  unonf.jf^] 
^th.  Your  friends  and  col- 
leapes  might  eye  you  difier- 
entiy  and  their  voices  might 
quaver  a little.  ^ 
Yetanyone  who,  in  a contin- 
uous act  of  self  renewal  maS 
atebit  of  taktog  on  new  ideas 
^ tell  you  that  though  bis 
frien^  may  desert  him.  foe 
co^dence.  calm,  and  individ. 
which  he  gains  will 

aSaSSe™- 


lectuaithieCN^n 
utical  parties  and  re 
sroups,  friends  ever 
their  ideas  as  they  Vi 
property,  as  a nxater 
whitfo  most  be  prate 
then,  you  decide  tha 

foeir  ideas  ml^t  be 
tool  in  your  own  life 
stantly  detnand  som 

Dav-haclr  vour  rmrln 


risk  ridicule  and  al 
TO  accept  is  to  com] 
yourself.  Such  pow 
are  of  no  consequei 
son  of  Ideas,  becaut 


Creator.destgnna 
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make  heads  roll,  page  1 2 

Lloyd’s  deal  in  jeopardy,  page  1 2 

Fm^ctal  Edttor:  Alex  Brummer 
Tel^hone:  0171-239-9610 
Faxfil71-833-4456 


FinanceGuanSan 


Dflar  soars  as 
Ffdissetto 
hild  line  on 
irterest  rates 


> TVan  in  New  York 


> doliu  rose  yesterday 
Its-  highest  level 
' the  yen  since  JAnii- 
as.  'WaU  Street 
C6%ted  on  the  Federal 
Rc^ye  to  keep  Interest 
rai|>8  nncfaanged  at  the 
*^day  meeting  of  its  open 
cet  Mnuaittee. 

^chaid  Bemer»  an  econ- 
at  Mellon  Bank  in 
PifshniTih,  the  US  cen- 

tra bank  would  wait  until 
tb<  committee  next  met  in 
Aignst  before  raising 
raas.  Bat  other  analysts 
siisested  the  Fed  would 
hod  off  ontil  the  autumn 
oreven  until  after  Novem- 
bers presidential  election. 

rhe  Fed . bag  malwtalwH 
■ slort-term  rates  at  .5.25  per 
GAt  since  January.  Fed 
dairman  Alan  Greenspan* 
is  believed  to  be  residing 
passure  to  raise  rates. 

Some  of  his  favourite  eco- 
30mic  indicators,  such  as 
sirveys..of  supplier  d^ver- 
te*  are  not  diowing  the  de- 
ays  or  bottlenecks  that 
rigger  higher  prices.  Mr 
Greenspan  is  also  counting 
sn  tile  1 per  cent  jump  in 
tong-term  rates  dnoe  the 
beginning  of  tiie’jrear  to 
slow  - the  economy  in  the 
coming  months:  : 


Notebook 


Expect  Clarke  to 
keep  powder  dry 


Edited  by 
Alex  Brummer 


Way  bade  yen. . Salaira  Bank  staffmljibyDreoad  the  .lapanese  currency^  fill  bdow  the  key  level  ofllO  to  the  dollar  fi)r  the  first  tiine  in  nearly  30  montiis 


Emergency  inquiry  by  Commons  select  committee  unveiled  as  transatlantic  ‘open  skies’  talks  begin 


MPs Inve^igate  BA  link-up 


Simon  Baavia 
Industrial  Editor 


IPs  are  to  make 
1 an  emergency 
IlnQuitF  - into 
British.  Air- 
I ways'  proposed 
tie-up  .with  American  Air- 
liOK  ^ the  two  carriers  pra^ 
pare  to  counter  a volley  of 
criticism  from  competitors 
tiiat  thi^  are  trying  to  carve 
out.  a monopoly  on.  trazti- 
atlantic  routes.  ■ ■ 

Ihe  Investigation  by  the 
Commons  transport ' select 
committee,  led  by  former 
'nansport  Secretary  Sir  Fanl 

Cbannoo,  is  to  be  started  next 


week  and  conudeted  before 
Parliament  goes  into  recess 
towards  the  end  at  the  mnnth 

TJje  inquiry  follows  the 
Of&K  of  Fair  Trading  ded- 

«rinm  to  gTMiTiifW  the  tie-Up  and 

news  that  two  tey  director 
wfps  of  the  Bnropean  Ccxam^. 
ahm  will  today  Initiate  i 
broad  investigation  Into  qjt- 
Itne  services  acrews  the  Atl^- 
tic.  ; 

The  move  coincides  vhh 
new  eGEorts  between 
and  Washington  to  negt^te 
an  “open  sktes"  agreeni^ 
At  talks  started  in  the 
tsarday  Briti^  tiSicIals  ^mre 
recommending  the  esbuisfae- 
meat  of  an  independen  friba- 
nal  to  ensure  that  jipaHer 


dval  airlines  do  not  get  hit  by 
jny  antl-competitive  bdiav- 
'loiu*  htnn  the  big  carriers. 

MPs  investlgati^  the  BA- 
AA  allignce  are  expected  to 
can  for  eveidence  from  the 
tcro  airlines  and  from  Rich- 
ard Kansan’s  Vugin  Atlantic 
— a staunch  critic  of  the  p^c^ 
posed  deal.  Delta  will  also 
give  evidence  and  It  is 
thought  that  Transport  Secre-' 
tary  Sir  George  Young  win  be 
summoned  for  examination. 

BA’s  chief  executive.  Rob- 
ert Ayllng,  yesterday  bogan  to 
map  out  tile  two  airlines’  de- 
fooce  of  the  dmd  ahead  of 
siting  fimial  evidence  to 
the  OFT  perhaps  as  early  as 
tbisweek. 


He  countered  ttu  of 

rivals,  notably  Virgin  Atlan- 
tic, that  the  deal  would  be 
anti-coizqietltive.  Speaking  at 
the  aTiTOiai  convention  of  the 
British  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce, Mr  Ayling  said  “Does 
Britain  want  to  be  a nugor 
competitor  in  a global  airliae 
system  or  not?  That  is  the 
malor  issue.” 

He  insisted  that  th**  deal 
would  encourage  greater  oom- 
petitiem  and  cotdd  end  in 
fores  being  reduced.  Contrary 
to  ccanpetTtoni'  claiins  that  by 
co<ndtoating  scbednles  and 
sharing  revenues  BA  and 
Ammican  wou^  end  up  with 
60  per  cent  of  the  transatlan- 
tic market,  he  said  that  the 


two  airlines  would  together 
end  up  having  a smaller  share 
of  an  pvjMnHpri  and  more 
competitive  market 

'Ihe  BA  chief  said  that  there 
was  DO  fixed  timetable  for  fto 
r^ulatory  investlgatioRS  but 
stressed  that  the  two  nirimag 
had  set  themselves  thetask-of 
completing  the  alliance 
April  next  year. 

He  said  that  although  inqui- 
ries into  the  deal  by  Briti^ 
US  and  European  competition 
authorities  were  inevitably 
inter-linked  with  bilateral 
“open  skies”  talks  in  Wasb- 
In^n. 

'Ihe  future  shape  cf  air 
transport  policy  between  tiie 
two  nations  would  be  the  ap- 


imopriate  context  m whiifo  to 
Judge  the  pnqmsed  tie-up  be- 
tween BA  and  American,  he 
aairi  The  key  to  the  rtw»l  was 
to  allow  BA  to  compete  for 
connectizig  traffic  across  the 
Atlantic,  for  instanri*  hiring 
Gennan  travellers  to  fly  to 
the  US  via  Heathrow  rather 
than  Frankfiirt 
Mr  Ayling’s  assurances 
that  flie  deal  would  not  hurt 
his  competitors  is  unlikley  to 
wash  with  Vugin.  Mr  Bran- 
son has  warned  that  flm  deal 
would  push  up  prices  and  Iqst 
week  used  the  inaugural 
flight  of  a new  Washington- 
service  to  lobly  against  flie 
deal  and  wh^  up  US  protest 
against  tiie  proposed  alliance.. 


Water  fiirni 
directors 


nebeeca  SmlUi*re>-  - 
Ocoffreirdlbbs 

undNtehoiaw.Bwinirtw 


The  water  industry's 
attempt  to  rebuild  its 
image  is  about  to  be 
shattered  by  York- 
shire Water’s  decision  to 
boost  directors’  pay  after  a 
summer  of  shortages  and 
lagai  action  • South 

West  Water  for  allegedly  siq>- 
plying  water  unfit  for  human 
eonsumption:  ..  . ■ ' 

• Executives  of  Yorkshire 
water,  stronglF  criticised  for 
its  handling  of  last  , year’s 
water  crisis^  will. tell  sharer 
tacAdm  today  that  they,  have 
recommended  a “more  com- 
petitive” pay  pac^ejtor 

inclnaiog  pexfor- 


UfDllUKSlvmf  aaas  j 

nmno^related  bonus».  . • lict -thht  the  «ecutlves 
Xhe  recommendaticms  r~ 

annual  .report  — ^ torn 


package  cf  156.000.  up  firm 
£336  000  thepreyloas  year. 

BflrHw  flls  month  the  com- 
pany annefoced  record  prof- 
its of  £162.>  million  for  i9Si&^ 
despite  47  .million  being 
spent  or.  a rormd-the-clodc 
famircr  -peration  to  bring 
water  e drought-hit  West 
Yorksh^  last  suznmwr. 

^tp  Bowler,  cf  the  con- 
sumer group  Waterwatch, 
saidflere  was  no  need  to  im- 
prove boardroom  pay;  since 
-Q}0  fioop  had  had  no  difll- 
ento  to  recruiting  r^tlace- 
for  its  top  two  eaceco- 
ti^  despite  the  jobs  being  “a 
•bitJf  a poisoned  chalice”. 

]den  Jackson.  Labour  MP 
ib''  SbefiSeld*  Hillsborough, 
^d:  ‘The  Ofwat  report  came 
^ with,  lots  ^ reasons  idr 
.fhat  wait  wzvmg  last  year 
hd  Ti  nt-  one  was  related 'to  the 


report 

ate  customers  w^  against  South  West  Water 

fared  frt)m_serio^  wate^_Jg-  . outbreak  of  sickness 


shortages  while  — « 

nrioe  of  their  water  go  up. 

A review  by  the  board 
Its  remuDGO’^loa  co 
concluded  that.Yor 
psavious  tenns'of  pay 
too  low.  Since  the  ^ 
bad  stewed  granted 
tWeshare  options 
clear  advice  asid 
that  the  absence  of 
tioiutl  perfOnuMce- 
element,  by  .way. 

Ifffig  .tem  incartive 
company  aigntfleanr 
line  with 

;aid  it 
eration 
into 


Jrt.^ows 
/ones, -who 


The  cotnmittei 

Gained  new  rear 
packages  to  takel 
account 
Ihe  annual. 

that  Sir  in. 

^®®5i#MO00iSe  previous 
^ Xre- 

e:s.s".s 


•over  foe  outbreak  of  sickness 
imd  diazxfaoea-  foat  aflbeted 
hnndr*^  of  consumers  In 
South  Devon  last  summer.  . 

hi  ozdy  the  second  such 
prosecution  since  the  water 
industry  was  privatised  in 
1989,  the  has  been 

oriered  to  SEppear  before  mag- 
istrates on  a ebar^' of  supply^ 

ing ' watee  unfit  for-  human 
consumption. ' The  prosecu- 
tion foUows  as  invetfigatton 
the  DriuMiig  Water 
Q)ectorate  into  -foe.  outbreak 
of  cryptosporidiosis  that 
requirwi  tboosainds  of  con- 
sumers  in  Torbay,  Teign- 
bridra  and 'South  Hams  to 
boil  foeir  irater  during  a four 
we^  period  last  Augi^  ai^ 
September.  Health  ofQcials 
eaid  576  people  sufiexed  jttfflu 

tbeinfoctiou.'  • 

The  -tffflapany,  wnicn  ye^ 
jyday  refused  to  comment  on 
the  legal  action,  haa.paid  out 
£1.5  million  compensation  to 
people  incouvenienced  by  tne 
^il  water”  notices. 


British  Energy  sell-off  under  threat 


lanKhigand 


A TOP  City  broko-  yester- 
AXday  gave  nuclear  gen- 
# lerator  British  £ue^  a 
£1  billion  price  tag — itiiicbis 
wdl  below  the  Govetnment's 
valuation  and  could  threaten 
foe  group's  flotation. 

Analyste  at  SBC  Warburg 
say  that  caution  over  pool 
prices,  the  cost  of  s^tus 
power  not  being  sold  directiy 
to  consumers,  means  British 
Energy  should  Only  be  worfo 
between  £lblllion  and 
£1.2  billion. 

Ihe  figures  are  stuuply  at 
odds  wifo  the  valuation  the 
Government  published  for 
British  Energy  last  month  of 
between  £1.26  billion  and 
£L96bifliou.  Some  City  ex- 


perts believe  the  Government 
win  halt  the  flotaticn  if  it  can- 
not raise  more  than 
£1 A bilUon  for  foe  company. 

Warburg  also  warns  that 
British  Energy  wlE  not  be 
able  to  meet  the  ambitious 
payout  targets  it  has  set  itself 
and  may  have  to  cut  its  divi- 
dend wlfoin  five  years  com- 
ingtomatket 

hi  the  note,  which  was  sent 
to  dty  instltutloDs  last  ni^it, 
Warburg  forecasts  that  pool 
inices  foil  by  12  per  cent 
by  1999/2000  and  will  not  in- 
crease after  that. 

However,  Warburg  points 
out  that  British  Energy's  pro- 
spectus jnxdects  fliat  divi- 
dends will  increase  at  a “pro- 
gressive rate”,  so  ioi^  as  foe 
dividend  is  covered  in  eam- 
Ing^  and  tiiat  pool  lurlces  do 
not  foil  by  more  tt^  5 per 


cent  it  adds:  'The  margin  for 
error  appears  far  too  low  — 
and  we  believe  that  the  divi- 
dend may  need  to  be  cut  in 
2000/01.” 

According  to  Warburg, 
British  Energy's  shares 
should  provide  a yield  of  lo 
pte*  cent  8 uggestzng  a value  of 
around  n.2  billion  for  the 
company,  winch  it  ssys  takes 
no  account  of  a possible  divi- 
dend cut  and  whidi  is  still 
**not  generous”  compared 
with  other  utilities. 

Ihe  note  concludes:  “Inves- 
tors must  carefully  weigh  up 
the  merits  of  a high  short- 
tem  yield  valuation,  which 
we  believe  may  be  based  on 
an  unsustainably  hi^  divi- 
dend, against  mudi  more  pes- 
slmistic  long  term 
valuations.” 

Last  ni^  a Warburg  ana- 


lyst said  he  doubted  whether 
British  Energy's  earnings 
would  be  suffident  to  cover  i 
its  dividend  pay-outs  for  at 
least  the  next  10  years,  adding 
the  outlook  for  pool  ^ices 
was  extremely  cautious. 

Warburg's  note  is  the  latest 
in  a string  of  sceptical  City 
commentaries  on  foe  outiook 
for  British  Energy's  diares. 

Last  Friday,  NktWest  Secu- 
rities raised  concerns  about 
British  Energy's  ability  to 
cover  its  dividends  yrtfo  earn- ' 
i^.  and  warned  eiiTOtg  to 
“ignore”  tbs  Government's 
higher  valuations  cf  the  com- 
pany altogether. 

The  NatWest  note  addAd- 


AFTBR  file  quarter  point 
cut  in  base  rates  in  June 
which  came  out  (tf  a 
clear,  blue  s^  — one  should 
ptfhaps  be  prepared  any- 
tfiing  when  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land Governor,  Edfoe  George 
bolds  bis  monthly  meetfog 
with  the  Chancellor  today. 

Indee^  it  could  be  argued 
that,  with  sterling  foering  in 
foe  aftennafo  of  foe  G7  sum- 
mit, foe  authorities  could 
reduce  rates  wlfoout  dam^g. 
lag  inflation  prospfots.  fo  the 
most  recent  trading  session, 
flie  poimd  reached  a three- 
year  high  against  tiie  Japa- 
nese  yen  and  finned  against 
the  German  mark,  touching 
recent  post-BRM  peaks. 

The  strength  of  the  dollar 
and  pound  against  foe  tradi- 
tion^ly-hard  cnrrencies  ai^ 
pears  to  be  a response  to  two 
foctors.  Firstly,  that  the 
failure  of  the  G7 
to  repeat  recent  language  on 
currencies  does  not  sqipear  to 
repiresent  a policy  la 

foct  the  absence  .of  central 
banken  at  G7  heads  of  gov- 
erumebt  ontnTnitn  always  mit- 
igates a^inst  substantive 
(dianges  in  the  foreign  ex- 
change markets.  Secondly, 
there  Is  confidence  on  both 
of  the  Atlantic  fbai  the 
expanaions  seen  in  foe  US 
and  Britain  are  sustainable. 

Certainly,  the  Governor, 
who  was  hilmwann  about  foe 
June  rate  cut;  would  not  wel- 
come a further  shaving  of 
base  rates  at  this  stage.  He 
knows  better  than  most  that 
with  the  apparent  return  of 
the  “foel-gim”  foctor,  trum- 
peted by  foe  Chancellor  and 
the  wedeend  press,  this  is  per^ 
baps  the  most  dangerous 
phase  of  foe  corrent  cycle. 
This  is  the  moment  when  an 
over-enthusiastic  bousing 
recove^,  combined  wifo  an 
lift  in  manufacturing 
together  wifo  rising  real  in- 
come^ causes  the  expansion 
to  qan  out  of  contiuL  Ihe 
broader  money  figures, 
dosely  watched  by  some  in 
the  Bank,  have  been  on 
amber  for  some  time. 

Kenneth  Clarke  ntight  view 
things  somewhat  diSereDtly. 
He  mows  be  is  in  a fiscal  Gx. 
because  cf  foe  failure  cf  the 
public  finances  to  improve  as 
speedily  as  hoped.  Thus,  the 
burden  of  any  pre-election 
bounce  in  foe  economy  wifi 
have  to  foil  on  aagiTip  mone- 
tary policy. 

However,  it  probably 
makes  good  sense  for  him  to 
keep  a coit^  of  base  rate  cuts 
to  the  bads  pocket,  rather 
than  squandering  them  too 
soon  and  provc&iDg  a rifi 
with  foe  Governor. 


Drags  dilemma 


"The  top  end  of  the  range  — 
£L96  billion  — ' 


deuKmstrates 

fliat  neither  flie  Goveramrat 
nor  its  advisers  have  lost! 
their  sense  of  humour.' 


Boots  the  chemist 
neatly  summed  up  the 
dfiemma  over  flie  drugs 
busing  fliat  is  currently  fo- 
cn^  on  flie  question  of  retail 


price  maintenance  for  medi- 
cines. The  company  is  keen  to 
tell  the  City  about  aggressive 
new  marketing  pl^  which 
will  persuade  more  people  to 
swallow  more  medicines  — 
preferably  the  more  profit- 
able branded  products  rather 
than  generics  — even  if  these 
products  are  for  everyday  ail- 
ments which  will  go  away  on 
their  own  or  could  he  dealt 
with  through  a healthier 
lifestyle. 

But  Boots  also  stands 
firmly  against  the  Asda  cam- 
paign to  end  price  mainte- 
nance, because  drugs  are  not 
normal  items  cf  commerce. 

That  is  precisely  the  point 
drugs  should  not  be  treated 
like  meat  pies  or  ice  cream. 
People  should  not  be  per- 
suaded to  take  more  than  they 
need,  or  accept  that  some 
flashily-padz^d  product  can 
do  more  for  th^  than  a giao^ 
of  water  or  a good  night’s 
sleep. 

But  if  you  are  a drug  manu- 
fecturer  or  retailer,  higher 
sales  equal  more  profits, 
which  is  the  objective  of 
being  in  business.  One  way  of 
achieving  higher  sales  is 
price  maintenance.  Another 
Is  aggressive  maiketing.  It  is 
not  easy  to  see  why  one  is  all 
ri^t  and  foe  other  is  not 


Salnsbury  snafu 


The  improvement  in  the 
quanti^  and  quality  of 
corporate  governance  in- 
formation in  anmial  r^iorts 
haft  made  thmm  gm  even  more 
valuable  document  to  share- 
holders who  wish  to  egress 
views  on  a range  of  issues 
fitmi  directors  rranuneiation 
to  service  contracts.  'Riat  is, 
of  course,  if  they  receive  thmri 
In  tima  the  annual  general 
meeting. 

Take  Sainsbur3r’s.  which 
holds  its  agm  at  the  Queen 
Elixabetb  n Centre  at  West- 
minster today.  This  year,  it 
sent  shareholders  an  annual 
review,  replete  wifo  plenty  cf 
glossy  pictures  and  a sum- 
mary financial  statement 
which  excludes  foe  corporate 
governance  dataU. 

Shareholders  are  invited  to 
write  to  the  registry  to 
request  the  full  accounts, 
which  is  easier 
done. 

In  foe  case  of  Sainsbury  no 
reply  was  forthcomix^  and 
wbm  one  shareholder  phoned 
to  chase  the  report  on  the  eve 
cf  the  meeting.  He  was  told 
they  had  none  left 
At  Sainsbury,  where  the  di- 
rectors bave  Utfle  to  hide  in 
terms  of  the  way  fliey  reward 
senior  executive  there  is  no 
real  reason  why  they  should 
skulk  bdiind  flte  device  of  a 
glossy  review  so  that  corpo- 
rate governance  data  remains 
hidden.  The  feilure  to  send 
accounts  plainly  is  an  adinin- 
istrative  snafu. 

But  in  the  case  of  the  utili- 
ties,  where  the  rewards  for 
executives  are  often  flte  most 
informative  part  of  flie  report 
there  is  a strong  case  for  mak- 
ing sure  all  shareholders 
have  flill  information  as  soon 
as  possible. 

The  drift  ftom  automatic 
provision  annual  reports, 
to  something  less  valuable  — 
at  a tima  when  shareholder 
democracy  is  being  encour^ 
aged  is  a felse  economy 
which  does  not  serve  inves- 
tors’ interests. 


Cowboy  balllffe 
to  be  frozen  out 
Inatterriptto 
repair  Image . 


OWBOY  bailifi^  will  be 
out  cf  lucrative 
court  and  private . business 
under  newproposals  to  police 
the  industry.  A complaints 
pwriei  and  strict  snpendslOQ 
of  Bziteto's  1:500  certificated 
bailiflk  w31  be  in  place  ahead 
of  next  April’s  hspodover  of 
magistrates'  court  enforce- 
ment ftom  the  police  to  the 
private  sector,  lorltes  Ban 
Aiidnson.  ' 

The  newly-£otnned  Associa- 
tion of  Civil  Enforcement 
AgBti^had  been  art  up  by 
some  foe  la^at  finns  c€ 
prlvrte  bailiflk,  partly  in  r» 
pause  to  foe  Oriticism  that  en- 
gulfed the  industry  during 
the  poll  tax  debacle.  Among 
the  assodatiem's  aims.are  the 
introduction  of  standard  pn> 
cedures  and  tbe  ggclusion  of 
rogue  (operators. 

White  only  certificated  bai- 
1^  .— flu^  whose  licence  te 
renewed  every  t!W0  years  by  a 
ccMxoty  court  judg^ are  en- 
titled to  distrah^iKlfoout  a 
court  order  goods  in  lieu  of 
rent,  anyone  is  entitled  to  de- 
scribe themselves  as  a haiHff 
and  apply  for  court  and  local- 


sutbority  work  distraining 
gKids  under  a court  enter  in 
Hftii  cf  magistzrtes*  or 
council  tax. 

The  association  hopes  to  en- 
. courage  courts  and  other  cus- 
tomers io  use  only  the  1,500 
certifleatfid  haiitffe  in  Eng- 
tend  and  Wales.  The  associa- 
tion’s secretary,  Cbzis  Ty^ 
said:  “What  we  are  saying  is 
be  careftzl  who  you  chose,” 

The  drive  to  ctean  up  the 
industry  has  been  given 
urgency  by  the  immi- 
nent handover  of  magistrates' 
court  enforemnent  ftmctlons 
fiom  foe  police  to  the  private 
sector.  Rum  next  April,  It  is 
expected  that  minor  ofieoders 
will  be  pursued  by  private 
{^rators. 


Sweeteners  for  borrowers 
unsustainable,  says  C&G 


Boots  The  Chemists  writes  own 
prescription  for  making  money 


Hunter 


VHE  days  of  discount 
' I mortgages  and  cash- 
backs ccmld  be  numbered 
after  the  UETs  fourth  larg- 
est lender,  Cheltenham  & 
Gloucester,  said  It  was 
redndne  its  bargain  ofieTS. 

Cash-backs  of  up  to 
£6,000  and  zero  per  cent 
loans  have  been  avrtlable 
as  lenders  battled  for  sur^ 
vlval  in  a stagnating  prop- 
erty market 

Birt  C&G  chief  executive 
Andrew  Longhurst  said  it 
was  clear  that  current 
levels  of  incentives  were 
unsustainable.  ’'Lenders 
cannot  contlnne  to  offer 
cash  gifts  and  incentives  to 
new  borrowers  and  expect 
ftififtrihg  borrowers  to  pay 
for  them.” 

However,  os  the  housing 
market  recovers  and  the  de- 
mand for  mortgage  finance 
increases,  lenders  are  only 
too  a ware  of  the  need  to  pay 
more  acceptable  interest 
rates  to  savers  — and  to  to- 
crease  incentives  to  ertst. 
ing  borrowers. 

C&G’s  new  borrowers 
will  only  qualify  for  a 3 per 
cent  cash  gift  or  one-year 


morieuge  discount  if  they 
have  a 25  per  cent  deposit 
—not  10  per  cent  as  before. 

The  move  was  welcomed 
by  -Britain’s  two  biggest 
mortgage  lendra^  the  Hali- 
fox  and  Abbey  National, 
which  both  attempted  to 
axe  cash-back  schemes  last 
year. 

Haltfiuc  spokesman  Gary 
Marsh  said:  *’We  have 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  ca^ 
backs  for  some  time,  but 
the  market  wouldn’t  allow 
ns  to  drop  them.” 

Abbey  National’s  chirt' 
economist  Margaret 
Schwarz  added:  ^Tt  can  be 
dangerous  to  offer  silly 
rates  for  a very  limited 
period.  Borrowers  get 
used  to  low  hnnfing  CQStS 
and  it  can  come  as  a shock 
when  the  repayments  sud- 
denly rise.  This  is  even 
more  acute  if  interest 
rates  are  rising  at  the 
same  time.” 

Last  week  Bradford  & 
Bingley  Building  Society 
withdrew  all  one-year  dis- 
count mortg^  packages 
following  last  month's 
warning  the  Bank  of, 
England  that 
building  societies  could  be 
storing  up  trouble. 


Roger  Cowe 


Boots  The  chemist  jfoms 
to  capitalise  on  jutvatisa- 
tioD  of  healflicare  as  part  of 
an  aggressive  cangeigu  to 
boost  sales  whidi  includes 
more-  persuasive  drug  mar- 
keting Mid  extension  of.  the 
chain  fiffough  new  stores  and 
naw  forms  of  community 
pbannacy. 

The  chain’s  new  mpTiaging 
director,-  Steve  Russell,  said 
yesterday  fiiat  it  could  build 
on  its  poweifnl  image  wifo 
customers  by  exploiting 
health  concerns  and  the 
dlSmglTtgheeTfo«»rP 
'iBoots  The  (^lemists  is  a 
respected  'and  trusted 
Orashisation  hyt  it  some 
of  foe  excitement  and  rele- 
'^ance  which  customers  look 
A>r”,  he  said,  “Consumers 
want  pleasure  anri  ezdoyment. 
~ consumption  that  looks 
good  and  dd^  you  good." 


Mr  Russell  said  fort  chang- 
ing healthcare  provision 
would  open  up  new  opportu- 
nities for  Boots. 

“You  can  no  longer  rely  on 


other  people  to  take  care  of 
rhether  that  is  the  state 


you,  whet 
or  anyone  else. 

“Boots  The  Gbemlsts  is  al- 
ready Integral  to  healthcare 
but  there  is  a Tfoole  host  of 
ways  to  extend  what  we  are 
doing.” 

He  said  Boots  was  keen  to 
use  its  pharmacists  to  replace 
some  general  practitibner  ser- 
riees,  especiiiDy  on  repeat 
jarescriptions  or  where  non- 
prescription  products  could 
besold. 

Boots  also  bt^ies  to'. sell 
more  products  to  existing  cus- 
tomers and  to  persuade 
people  who  currently,  “su^ 
to  sitenee”  to  buy  medio]^ 

Mr  Russell  cited  tooth- 
brushes — which  the  ccmi' 
pany  wanted  British  people  to 
buy  to  rtteu  as  Germans  did. 


TOURIST  RATES'—  BANK 


Australia  14T78 
AuBMaiea . 
Uell^47A5 
Canada  kOTte 
Cyprus  0.7060 
Oenmailc  A9150 
nmafib  7.1^ 


francs  7.76S0 
eenmny  sms 
6reew8S520 
Hone  Kong  11. 
Jndls  54.2S 
Ireland  aS44S 
Israel  4AB 


.74 


Italy  2AS9 
uamoscre 
Neihertands  2j587S 
New  Zealand  221 
Norway  SaTSO 
Portugal  23&00 
eaiidi  Arabia  sao 


Sbigapoia  2.1450 
Baum  AMea'&54 
Spain  lesto 
Sweden  10.  is 
Swftzwlaal  iaa25 

Tiirkey  121,^ 
iteA  las  . 


Dr  NMKhi  Bank  rucMine  JoUfaft  mpia  ami  latmaU  ahakaff. 
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Radical  reshaping  with  ‘greater  growth  potential’  will  cost  5,000  jobs  worldwide 


Shake-up  at 
CS  Holding 
jolts  Swiss 
bank  sector 


John  Glover  in  Milan 


The  Swiss  banking  in- 
dustry yesterday  suf- 
fered another  seismic 
jolt  when  CS  Holding, 
the  country’s  largest  banking 
group,  announce  a radical 
shake-up  at  the  cost  of  5.000 
jobs  worldwide. 

The  group  said  it  would 
reorganise  itself  into  four  sep- 
arate business  units  under  one 
e.Yecuth‘e  board.  These  are  to 
be  oi^anised  under  two  banks. 
Credit  Suisse  for  the  retail  seg- 
ment and  Credit  Suisse  First 
Boston  for  all  investment 
banking  and  corporate  lending 
outside  Switzerland. 

The  renamed  and  reshap^ 
Credit  Suisse  First  Boston  is 
designed  to  take  on  rival 
glob^  groups  like  Deutsche 
Bank  and  will,  according  to 
CS  Holding  chairman,  Rainer 
Gut.  have  its  focal  point  in 
London. 

CS  Holding  said  it  was  res- 
ponding to  Che  banking  indus- 
tr>*'s  globalisaiion.  with  the 
new  struchire  allowing  for 
"greater  growth  potential, 
new  eiliciencies  and  reduced 
duplication"  and  turning  it 
from  a Swiss  bank  v.  ith  inter- 
national activities  into  an  in- 
ternational financial  institu- 
tion with  a Swiss  HQ. 

Of  the  5.000  jobs  going 
worldwide  over  the  ne:tt  two- 
to-thi^  years.  3,500  will  come 
from  Switzerland  and  the  rest 
elsewhere,  but  market 


CS  Holding 

Sr,are  price  rSf) 


1991  92  93  94  95  96 

SwrCB.-tUCB.'rfU'n 


sources  said  the  bank's  Lon- 
don operations  would  be  little 
affected,  suggesting  that  New 
York  would  bear  the  brunt. 

The  group  also  created  the 
powerful  new  post  of  group 
chief  executive  which  is  to  be 
riUed  from  ,Immary  1 by  Lu- 
kas Muehlemann,  chief  exec- 
utive of  insurance  giant  Swiss 
Re  with  which  it  is  linked. 

Some  analysts  yesterday 
speculated  that  it  was  the  fail- 
ure of  the  board  to  promote 
Josef  Ackemiann.  the  current 
president  of  Credit  Suisse,  to 
the  new  job  that  had  prompted 
his  resignation,  also  an- 
nounced yesterday. 

In  s statement,  the  com- 
pany said  his  departure  was 
“due  to  diSbring  \iews.*’  This 
led  other  observers  to  specu- 
late that  it  was  Mr  Acker- 
mnnn's  identification  with 
the  group’s  previous  strates* 
of  having  two  brands  In  high 
street  banking  that  had 
caused  him  to  leave. 

News  that  Mr  Muehlemann 
will  be  in  the  driving  seat  de- 
lighted anal>?ts.  Head  of  the  ( 
hiking  and  insurance  prac- 
tice at  Mckinsey.  a manage- 
ment consultancy,  he  was  ap- 
pointed chief  executive  of  I 
Suiss  Re  in  September  1994.  { 
B>  the  end  of  that  year  he  had 
arranged  the  sale  of  ^ its 
direct  insurance  companies, 
pocketing  Sfr5.5  billion  and 
refocusing  the  company  on  its 
core  reinsurance  business. 

C.S  Holding,  which  is  to 
rename  itself  Credit  Suisse 
Group,  said  that  it  would 
make  a Sfrl  billion  (£513  mil- 
lic«)  prot'ision  this  >*ear  to 
cover  restructuring  costs 
However,  it  expects  cost  sav- 
mgs  of  around  SfrTOO  million 
a !,*ear  once  the  new  structure 
is  in  pbce. 

L'naer  it  the  Chredit  Suisse 
retail  arm  will  cover  Swiss  do- 
mestic banking  through  Credit 
Suisse  Vblksbank  and  de^ 
with  super-wealthy  individ- 
uals throu^  Credit  Suisse  Pri- 
vate Banking.  In  the  wholesale 
market.  Credit  Suisse  First 
Boston  will  handle  the  huge 
institutional  asset  manage- 
ment business  through  the 
Credit  Suisse  Asset  Manage- 
ment brand  name. 


Digital 
set  to 
wield 
axe,  too 

Computer  firm 
to  ^restructure^. 
MARK  TRAN  in 
New  Yoiic  reports 


us  Name 

‘could  kill 

Lloyd’s  de^’ 


Li 


British  workers  em- 
ployed by  America’s 
third  lars^  compnter 
firm.  Digital  Equipment,  were 
last  nl^  braced  for  a new- 
wave  of  job  cate  after  &e 
group  announced  plans  to  axe 
T.DOO  jobs  worldwi^. 

The  company  nnreiied  the 
redundancy  plans  as  of  a 
S4T5  million  (£315  million) 
restructurins  plan.  This  will 
bring  its  ^obal  workforce, 
spread  tbonghout  100 
countries,  down  to  about 
54.000  from  a peak  of  120.000 
inisei. 

Richard  Jones,  managing 
director  of  Digital  Electronics 
m the  UK  said  las:  night  that 


Pointing  the  way ...  CS  Holding  chairman  Rainer  Gat 


PKTIOCRAPH;  DOUMK  BMSUANN 


Rejig  will  bring  group  into  sharper  focus 


Mark  Milner  says 
new  strategy  has 
got  dealers  and 
shares  hopping 

Less  than  three  months 
ago  Union  Bemk  of  Swit- 
zerland rejected  the  ad- 
vances of  CS  Holding,  parrot 
of  the  Credit  Suisse  banking 
group,  with  a speed  which 
was  almost  embarrassu^. 

Faced  with  such  a petfunc- 
tory  dismissal  of  its  meiger 
move.  CS  Holding  had  liWe 
choice  than  to  show  it  was 
capable  of  producing  an  alter- 
native strategy  — and 
quickly. 


For  twt)  weeks  Swiss  share 
dealei5  have  been  bidding  up 
the  price  of  the  group's  shares 
in  anticipatioa  that  a wide 
ranging  reoi^anlsation  pack- 
age was  on  the  way.  The>- 
have  not  been  disappointed. 

The  shares  got  another  kick 
yesterday  after  news  of  a new 
structure  for  the  bank,  a new 
boss  and  a planned  payroll 
reduction  that  will  see  the 
loss  of  some  5,(XK)  jobs  over 
the  next  few  years. 

The  departure  of  Josef  Ack- 
ennann  from  his  post  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Credit  Suisse  e.x- 
ecutive  board  will  have 
raised  few  eyebrows.  Mr  Ack- 
ennann  was  once  the  heir  ap- 
parent to  CS  Holding  chair- 
man Rainer  Gut  but  some 
suggest  his  star  has  been  on 


the  wane  for  more  than  a 
year.  More  Intriguing  is  the 
arrival  of  Lukas  Mueble- 
mann  from  Swiss  Reinsur- 
ance. Mr  Muehlemann  is  said 
to  be  close  to  Mr  Gut.  who  is 
also  on  the  board  at  Swiss  Re. 

More  to  the  point  perhaps 
is  the  performance  of  the 
Swiss  Re  share  price  since  Mr 
Muehlemann  moved  in  two 
years  ago  and  promptly  sold 
half  its  businesses. 

Swiss  Re  shares  have 
soared  from  around  SFS20  to 
around  SF1270  since  Mr 
Muehlemann  took  over  as 
chief  executive,  though  at 
least  some  analysts  are  cau- 
tious about  giving  him  all  the 
credit. 

Mr  Muehlemann  is  likely  to 
be  hard  pressed  to  realise 


some  of  the  expectatioDS  al- 
ready being  put  in  place  as  be 
tries  to  build  a homogenous 
group  from  a diversined 
oiganisation  that  has  been  ex- 
panded by  a string  of  1990s 
acquisitions. 

A more  realistic  bench 
mark  may  be  the  group's 
Swiss  rivw,  which  are  also 
under  pressure  to  improve 
returns. 

Certainly,  the  reorgaxusa- 
tion  should  give  the  group  a 
sharper  focus.  Renaming  the 
group  Credit  Suisse,  rather 
than  the  anonymous  CS  Hold- 
ing. should  help  provide  a 
dearer  definition. 

There  are  risks,  however. 
Putting  the  domestic  banking 
arm  of  Credit  Suisse  into  a 
sln^e  entity  widi  those  of 


Swiss  Volksbank  will  no 
doubt  save  costs,  but  it  is  by 
no  means  certain  that  cus- 
tomers of  the  two  separate 
businesses  will  remaio  eo 
bloc  with  Credit  Suisse  Volks- 
bank. 

Rivals  Swiss  Bank  Corpora- 
tion and  UBS  are  likely  to  ^ 
to  exploit  any  opportunities 
that  may  occur. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  if  the 
savings  Credit  Suisse  is  pen- 
cilUi^  in  from  die  restructur- 
ing will  adually  materialise. 
Yesterday's  announcement  is 
unlikely  to  be  tbe  nztal  word. 

According  to  Matthew  Cze- 
pllewicz.  European  banking 
analyst  at  Saloon  Brothers; 
**I  dro't  think  this  is  the 
of  it  I don't  think  this  is  the 
optimal  structure.” 


Small  firms  ‘starved  of  support  from  Tecs’ 


Woricface/  Labour  hits  at  lack  of  help 
for  managers,  reports  Celia  Weston 


SMALL  businesses  are 
lauded  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  Laboar  as 
the  source  of  gmter  em- 
ployment and  increased 
competttiveDess,  but  ‘Train- 
ing and  Enterprise  Coaur 
oils  (T^>  are  failing  to 
give  them  the  support  they 
need,  according  to  shadow 
small  firms  minister  Bar- 
Imra  Roche. 

Only  a tiny  proportion  of 


Tec  budgets  U spent  on 
mgnag^mant  training  for 
smaller  firms,  according  to 
Government  figures 
released  yesterday  by  Mrs 
Roche. 

'Die  figures  show  large 
regional  variations,  too. 
with  the  Isle  of  Wight 
(11.79  per  cent)  reporting 
the  highest  percentage 
which  could  be  spent  on 
such  training  and  Qnalitec 


in  Merseyside  (2. 1 per  cent) 
the  lowest. 

“If  small  businesses  are 
to  succeed  and  help  Britain 
become  competitive  again 
they  need  access  to  the 
highest  quality  manage- 
ment training  possible,” 
Mrs  Roche  said.  "Yet  these 
figures  — which  the  minis- 
ter admits  are  an  overesti- 
mate — show  that  a tiny 
fraction  of  Tec  budgets  goes 
into  vital  training  for  small 
firms." 

The  point  being  made  by 
Mrs  Roche  may  be  a party 
political  one.  but  It  rrilects 
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many  of  the  concerzis  crit- 
ics of  Tecs  have  expre^^ 
about  the  employer-led 
organisations. 

This  week  the  *81  Tecs  of 
England  and  Wales  hold 
their  get-together  in  Bir- 
mingham, where  policy 
will  be  debated  and  good 
practice  exchanged. 

Fundamental  problems, 
not  least  about  the  still 
piecemeal  provision  of 
tralnii^  and  business  sup- 
port, remain  unresolved. 
And  they  are  likely  to  be- 
come more  acute  in  the 
run-up  to  an  election. 

Responsibility  for  eco- 
nomic development,  for 
instance,  will  be  a policy 
battleground  as  the  Gov- 
ernment and  some  Tecs 
favour  mergers  with  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce,  giving 
Tecs  a strategic  role  in 
local  economies  — and. 
they  hope,  in  the  one-stop 
shop  Business  Links. 
Labour,  however,  appears 
to  ikvour  structures  bound 
to  give  local  authorities  the 
leading  role. 

As  the  Tec  consultation 
paper  going  to  Birmln^am 
says,  wvolving  the  dusI- 
ness  community  ‘^requires 
new  forms  of  local  Eco- 
nomic Development  Part- 
nerships . . . supplanting 
old-fashioned  views  of  lead- 
ership and  prlmao'  for  one 
player  by  foe  recognition  of 
mutuality  of  benefit  and 
equity  of  contribution  from 
all". 

Conflicts  between  Tecs, 
the  Government  and 
Labour  are  also  being  sig- 
nalled around  future  provi- 
sion for  the  long-term  job- 
less. particularly  the 
Training  for  Work  pro- 


gramme. Tecs  may  — or 
may  not.  depending  on 
which  dr^  of  the  hastily- 
edited  pol2<ry  paper  you 
read  — unite  behind  an 
attack  on  the  benefits  sys- 
tem because  it  acts  as  "a 
disincentive  to  individuals 
to  undertake  training  and 
rewards  passivity." 

But  the  most  fundamen- 
tal question  of  all  is 
whether  the  Tecs  will  de- 
liver or  whether  they  are 
only  playing  the  game. 

There  were  high  hopes 
for  a revolution  when  the 
Tecs  were  launched  with 
foe  task,  in  foe  wor^  of  the 
founding  prospectus,  to 
"foster  econontic  growth 
and  Gootrilmte-tQ  the  regen- 
ezation  of  the  community 
by  strengthening  foe  skill 
base  and  assisting  local 
enterprise  to  expand  and 
compete  efibctively". 

Unfortunately  Govern- 
ment-imposed policy  prioi^ 
ites  and  financial  stro^ 
tores  have  forced  Tecs  to 
concentrate  on  training  the 
young  and  the  long-term 
jobless  on  ever«hrinkiDf 
budgets,  sow  aronnS 
£1.2  blllios  — down  from 
£3  billion  in  their  first 
year. 

The  Introduction  of  roll- 
ing three-year  budget  pro- 
grammes and  marginally 
increased  spending  discre- 
tion are  reforms  which  go 
some  way  towards  releas- 
ing Tecs  from  the  13-month 
myopia  of  the  Treasury 
spending  round.  So  for  64 
Tecs  have  secured  three- 
year  operating  licences  and 
the  expectation  is  that  all 
will  have  done  so  by  April 
next  year  — perhaps  just  in 
time  for  the  election. 


jba^the  cuts 
ribtsed 


most  of  the  job  cuts  would  be  | 
elsewbers  wtthin  Enrope. 

In  alt  Llf  operatiOD  em- 
plcfi-s  about  6B0O  people.  Of 
these.  2.000  woik  at  two  main 
manufactuTLtg  sites  in  Scot- 
land — one  ic  .-^yr.  which  was 
opened  20  srearsago.  the  other 
at  Irrine.  Stratcbclyda.  where 
Digital  makes  personal  com- 
puters. .A  fruther-LOOO  people 
are  employed  at  offices 
around  Britain.  pfpcipaiJy  in 
London.  Reading. -Le^  and 
Warrington. 

Digital  said  tba 
would  be  “distribiied  fairly 
evenly”  between  Eittgie  and 
the  US  alxhou^  coxopnny 
chainnan  Robert  Paq^  pro- 
vided no  precise  fignn 
'*nus  addition^  res 
ing  enables  the  comp^  to 
move  to  foe  nest  level  v effi- 
ciency and  lower  cost 
hire  necessary  to  attain} 
petitive  finaicial 

performance,"  Mr  Pa^er 
said  in  a statement 
Wall  Street  had 
Digital  to  retort  a pccSit 
foe  quarter  whkfo  exided  Juie 
29,  but  the  company 
that  profits  would  foil  “we^ 
below”  expectations  beca' 
of  exc^  mventories,  pi 
cuts  and  slumping  s^es  in 
Eorope.  Mr  Palmer  said  that 
Digital  was  cau^t  off-guard 
by  the  slowdown  in  Europe. 

in  the  region  «tmp  fo 
SldO  million  below  target,  but 
Mr  Palmer  said  that  Europe 
was  beginning  to  recover. 
“The  UK  is  starting  to  see 
some  recovery  and  we’re  opti- 
mistic that  business  wili 
Btrengfoen  there.”  he  said  — - 
adding  that  Digital  will  beef 
up  its  direct  sales  force  to 
stead  of  relying  so  much  on 
sales  partners. 

Yesterday's  restructuring 
plan  followed  foe  abrupt  res- 
ignatioa  of  Enrico  P^tori. 
hrad  of  Distal's  commputer 
systems  division  and  heir  ap- 
parent to  Mr  Palmer.  Mr  Pe- 
satori's  duties  — running  Dig- 
ital’s midrange  and  person^ 
computer  business  — will  be 
taken  over  temporarily  by  Mr 
Palmer. 

Digital  was  already  experi- 
encing problems  with  its  PC 
business  which  saw  a lo  per 
cent  decline  in  revenue  in  the 
first  three  months  of  this  >‘ear 
compared  with  foe  compara- 
ble quarter  in  1995. 

“This  is  clearly  a disaster,” 
said  analyst  David  Wu. 

He  said  Digit^'s  previous 
restructurings  and  partner- 
ships with  Microsoft.  Oracle 
and  Computer  Associates 
should  have  put  foe  company 
on  track. 

Digital,  based  near  Boston, 
lost  S5  billion  during  the  early 
1990s  as  it  made  the  transition 
from  mini-computers  to  per- 
sonal computers.  , 


LOYD'S  of  London,  has 
publicly  admitted  chat 
problems  ’.cith  US  fi- 
nancial regulators 

j could  derail  its  £3.1  billion 
i offer  to  settle  disputes  wifo 
the  insurance  market's  loss- 
making  investor  Names- 

Ltoyd's  spokesman  sa^ 
yesterday  that  the  market’s 
chief  execnth’fi.  Ron  Sandier. 
had  told  a meeting  earlier  this 
week  that  "there  was  a 
remote  possibility  that  tlie  ac 
tirities  of  the  Americans 
couM  derail  ^R". 

R&R  is  the  proposed  £3.1 
billltm  rescue  <teal  which  the 
market  hopes  to  finalise  by 
foe  end  of  foe  summer.  The 
deal  is  facing  stiff  opposition 
from  US  regiUators  who  ai^e 
I that  American  Names  were 
! dealt  with  fraudulently  by 
Llf^tTs  when  they  joined  the 
British  insurance  marker. 


In  an  attempt  to  iron  out 
the  difficulties,  a delegation 
of  US  regulators  has  this 
week  held  intensive  calks  at 
Lloyd’s.  The  reg^ators  are 
believed  to  be  particularly  un- 
easy over  Llo^-d's  proposal  to 
aefa  Names  to  reinsure  their 
1992  and  earlier  liabilities 
into  a separate  insurance 
company.  Bquitas.  They  are 
apparently  concerned  th.vt 
Equitas  might  contra\  ene  US 
securities  laws. 


News  in  brief 


The  spokesman  said  thzLto 
defuse  the  row,  Lloyd  s 
allow  foe  .American  -Nanus  to 
reinsure  not  into  Equitasmtt 
into  something  similar  wnch 
u-ould  meet  with  the  apprnrai 
of  the  US  regulators.  , 

Meanwhile,  Lloyd  s washes- 
tenfav  criticised  by  respeeed 
market  analyst  Chatset  ojer 
Its  plans  to  give  a £4CO  milpEi 
payout  to  Names  who 
underwriting  in  on  to 
tiie  expected  £l  biliion  fit 
for  that  year. 

Chatset  director  Ch.i:  es 
Srurge  s.iid  the  £400  mil  on 
actually  belonged  to  Na  tes 
who  imderwotfi  in  ear  er 
years,  thousands  of  '#)  in . 
had  stopped  underwriting  jy 
1993.  That  payout,  said 
Sturge.  would  be  the  sun^ 
monev  which  Uoyd’s 
mates'  has  been  over-resonw 
for  Equitas. 

"Is  this  largesse  fair,  nc 
sary  and  prudent?  We  foi 
not  It  is  not  fair  because) 
foe  surplus  of  reserves  is  gq 
uine  it  belongs  to  the  an 
prior  Names."  s.iid 
Sturge.  I 

A Lloyd's  spokesman,  wh 
said  the' Chatset  figures  wen 
roughly  correct,  said:  "Oi^_ 
has  to  agree  that  R&R  do^ 
contain  a degree  of  rough  ju^ 
tice." 

Lloyd's  reports  its  results 
three' years  in  arrears  and  it$ 
1993  figures  are  due  ne.vt 
week. 


British  Gas  set  for 
price  review  clash 

BRITISH  Gas  is  heading  for  a Monopolies  (tommission  show- 
down with  Clare  Spom'swoode.  director  general  of  Ofgas.  over 
her  plans  to  cut  consumer  bills  through  new  price  controls  for 
foe  gas  supply  business.  The  group’s  official  response  to  foe 
proposals,  publ  isbed  yesterday,  shows  that  it  has  failed  to 
persuade  Ms  Spottiswoode  to  water  down  her  proposals  despite 
more  than  four  weeks  of  talks. 

It  has  rejected  most  of  Ofgas’s  main  proposals,  claiming 
many  are  based  on  inadequate  research  or  calculations  and 
that  they  would  result  in  an  unacceptable  squeeze  on  pr^ts 
Philip  Rogerson.  BG's  deput>’ chairman,  said  there  werea 
inumber  of  Ofgas  proposals  which  British  Gas  Trading  iBGT). 
pfoe  group's  supply  arm.  could  support,  but  many  others  contin- 
' lied  to  give  "serious  cause  for  concern”.  — .Vtcnolos  Bannister 

range  doubles  numbers 

03^GE.  Ihedigttal  mobile  phone  group  which  went  public  in 
Mifch  this  j-ear.  continued  to  expand  its  subscriber  base  during 
thetecond  quarter  of  1996.  adding  85.000  new  customers. 'The 


t had  573,000  customers  by  the  end  irffoe  quarter,  almost 
the  level  a year  ago.  It  has  mana^  to  maintain  revenue 
tomer  at  an  annual  rate  ofabout  £445. 


dout 
pereV 

IndWry  anal>-sts  estimate  the  number  of  ceUuJar  phone  u^ 

to^^ia  Pacific  regiou;villoutstripthose  in  Europe  by  the  end 
“ the  *ar.  At  present  there  are  about  22.9  million  in  Europe  and 
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la  £9  mfoion  ye^rday  by  seUing  its  Kee 


rtn  industrial  holdings  group,  which  plans  to  sefl 

30  per  cent  jf  its  operations,  has  raised  W90  million  frxMn  sales 

spanning  fol  UK.  North  America  and  Germany  will  be  sold  to  i« 
tnanagemeoy  uirently  based  in  Reading^-K^  ^ 

Tour  film  strengthens  grip 

cent  to  18^  renfc  from  i3  per 


normal’ 

-Announcinga  15 

Graham  Roper,  tte  chKnS. for  1996, 
mission  aiHi  talo. 
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Linford  Christie  V 
ffonkie  Redericks 

THE  pupil  has  been  up- 
staging the  master  this 
y®^.  Ha\^^3enttheu^ 
ter  In  Austr^  trainirig  vvilh 
Christie,  Fredericks 
>®^med  to  Eurtpe  first  to 
break  the  Briton's  worid 
indoorSOO  metres  recxxd. 

Then,  in  Helsinki  last  week, 
the  Namibian  lan  9^sec 
for  100  metres,  making  him 
equ^  third-fas^  ewer  with 
ChristieL  Christie  is  the 
®fowesi  man  IWs  season  in 
tonighfs  100m  field,  but 
Fredericks  said:  “If  I can 
run  937  think  what  Unford 
can  da” 


Michael  Johnson 
V Roger  Black 

JOHNSON  versus  the 
clock  is  more  appropriate. 
But  Black  and  Iwan 
Thomas,  his  young  British 
team-mate,  are  the  Pest 
two  400  metre  runners 
outside  the  United  States 
and  could  push  the  Amer- 
ican into  tireaking  Butch 
Reynolds's  world  record 
of43.29sec.  ^’aine 
Lad^  the  third  member 
of  Britain's  Olympic  team, 
c/a/ms  he  can  win  in  At- 
lanta. but  as  Black  said: 
'To  talk  about  beating 
MichaelJohnson  Is  totally 
unrealistic.'* 


Sally  Gunnell 
V Kim  Batten 

GUNNELL’S  words  came 
back  to  haunt  her  in 
Gothenburg  last  year 
when  she  described  the 
field  for  the  world  cham- 
pionship 400-meftre  hur- 
dles final  as  “naff”.  So 
she  was  amazed  as  she 
watched,  from  the  BBC 
commentary  booth,  Bat- 
ten break  her  world  re- 
cord with  a time  of 
52.61  sec.  “I’ve  got  to  get 
in  there  in  a real  pressure 
race  before  the  Olym- 
pics,” admitted  Gunnell. 
“I'm  feeling  good  but  it 
could  be  tou^.” 


Gunnell  steps  up  for  a test  of  mettle 


Diincan  Mackay  In  Lausanne  on  a stellar 
field  hoping  to  reach  fruition  for  Atlanta 


The  most  important 
meeting  before  At- 
lanta talces  place  is 
the  city  at  the  Olym- 
pic headquarters  here 
tonight  A budget  of  $2  mil- 
lion (£1.3  millioD)  ~ making 
it  ^ second  richest  behind 
Zuiich  on  the  European  cir- 
cuit — will  ensure  that  nearly 
every  event  stages  a head-to- 
head  that  will  preview  what 
could  happen  in  the  United 
State  this  month 
One  of  the  most  fasrtnating 
clashes  pits  Sally  CnnneU 
against  all  three*  medallists 


hmn  last  year's  world  diam* 
pionsbips.  The  Briton  is 
eiflier  in  the  autumn  fg  hftr 
reign  as  the  Olympic  400 
metre  hurdles  champion  or  a 
fevt  weeks  away  from  the  best 
victory  of  her  career. 

. If  it  is  to  be  ttie  latter,  she 
needs  to  take  a big  step  up  in 
class  and  break  54  seconds 
again  after  retutning  ft'om 
the  injury  mat  kept  her  out  In 
19%.  She  runs  against  gtm 
Batten  for  tiie  first  time  since 
the.  American  took  away  her 
world  title  anri  broke  her 
world  record  in  (jotlienlmrg; 
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establishing  a new  mark  of 
52.61sec.  GunneU,  though, 
said  ^e  was  more  wonte 
about  racing  ToQja  Bufbrd- 
Bailey.  the  world  silver  med- 
allist, who  tops  diis  year's 
world  rankings  with  the 
53.53sec  she  ran  In  Paris  last 
FViday. 

Batten  missed  the  early 
part  of  the  season  after  twist- 
ing her  ankle  while  filming  a 
commercial  and  has  struggled 
fhr  consistency,  though  she 
did  beat  Buford-Bailey  in  the 
US  Olympic  trials.  Gunnell, 
whose  best  this  year  Is  64.65, 
maintained:  "I  always  said  1 
thought  Topja  was  the  one  to 
watch  this  year.  After  coining 
second  she  would  have  learnt 
something*' 


Folkestone 


Michael  Johnson,  the  new 
world-record  holder  at  200m. 
said  after  lus  peifonnance  at 
the  Olympic  trials  in  Atlanta 
that  he  fblt  he  could  do  the 
same  in  the  400m,  a riigtau/-* 
in  which  ha  Is  unbeaten  for  S3 
races.  He  is  up  against  Brit- 
ain's Rt^er  Black  and  Iwan 
Thomas,  but  his  main  opposi- 
tion is  likely  to  be  ftie  dock 
and  Butch  Reynolds's  ei^t- 
year-old  record  cf 43.28sec. 

Johnson,  who  with  his 
chopping  stride  broke  Pietro 
Mennea's  17-year-old  200m  re- 
cord wben  he  ran  19.66aec, 
will  earn  a Ibrtune  if  he 
breaks  Reynolds's  record. 
Ute  (wganisers  will  ftak  out 
around  $50,000  ^32,000)  and  a 
one-kilogram  gold  bar  worth 


around  $10,000  fbr  the  record. 
On  top  of  ftiat  there  is  John- 
son's appearance  fee  of 
$70J>00.  i^us  a $50,000  shoe 
sponsor's  bonus. 

if  the  weather  Is  clement 
then  the  Stade  de  la  Pontaise 
may  also  witness  another 
world  100m  record  following 
Leroy  Burrell’s  mark  of 
9.85sec  here  in  1994. 

Linford  Chz^stie  should  be 
able  b>  gauge  his  Olympic 
chances  after  tonight  fbr  the 
quality  of  the  opposition 
could  not  be  better  Frankie 
nredericks,  CSuristie's  train- 
ing partner,  who  ran  a sensa- 
tion^ 3J7  in  Helsinki  last 
week;  all  three  1996  world 
medallists,  Donovan  Bailey, 
Bniny  Surin  and  Ato  Boldon; 


two  of  the  US'sOlymplc 
squad,  Dennis  Mitdiell  and 
Jon  Dnunmond;  and  Buxr^ 
who  failed  to  secure  an  indi- 
vidusl  Olympic  place. 

Christie  plans  to  simulate 
the  «»rtnriirtftn4  he  wlR  tape  in 
Atlanta  by  also  running  a 
warm-up  100m  90  minute  be- 
fore the  main  rac8,  and  then 
riftiiMtwg  up  in  the  200m  less 
than  two  hours  later.  Of 
Christie's  dedston  to  go  to  At- 
lanta, Johnson  said:  “ft’s  good 
news.  He's  got  nothing  to  kwe. 
He  could  do  veiy  welL" 
hi  the  UOm  hurdles,  Belt- 
Bin's  world-record  holder 
Colin  Jacksen  teas  the  world 
a»nri  Olympic  champiopis  ADsn' 
Johnson  of  the  United  States 
(md  Mark  McEoy  of  Austria. 
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Racing 


Haggas  rules 
Shaamitout 
of  the  Eclipse 


ClifteHawkfais 


WILLIE  HAGGAS  has 
decided  against  run- 
ning Shaa^t  in  Sat- 
urday's Coral  Eclipse  at  San- 
down  despite  what  he  eaiia^  a 
‘‘satistetory"  workwt  when 
file  colt  was  gallops  by  Pat 
Bddmy  yesterday. 

This  decision  is  hanlly  a 
surprise.  There  is  no  point  in 
Tudilng  the  Derby  whmear 
after  Iris  recent  set-back  and 
the  King  George  VI  and 
Queen  Elisabeth  Diamond 
Stakes  on  Ji^  27  now  be- 
comes tiie  logical  objective. 

His  defection  means  En- 
tire has  been  tightened  ftom 
62  to  9-i  EcU]^  fiivourite 
with  the  sponsors,  who  then 
bet  100-30  Hallingi  5-1  Valan- 
our.  6-1  Singspiel,  7-1  Bijou 
dTnde  and  Chamwood  For- 
est, llkl  D^nite  Arti^  and 
261  Beauchamp  King. 

Bijou  d’Inde  and  Beau- 
champ Ring,  the  three-yeaiv 
olds,  will  supply  the  compara- 
tive form  links  between  the 
1996  Classic  crop  end  last 
year’s. 

As  the  Epsom  Derby  form 
b^ins  to  look  moderate,  to 
say  tile  least,  some  peoito  are 
pressing  the  pawfo  buttems 
and  Geoffrey  Gibbs,  foe  Brit- 
ish Horseraclng  Board's 
senior  handicapper,  is  even 
suggesting  that  a new  date 
later  in  the  season  should  be 
found  for  the  race. 

Be  believes  that  later  ma- 


turity horses  and  more  pa- 
tient training  mefoods  wimti 
that  the  best  three-yeajxdds 
are  no  longer  being  prepared 
for  Epsom  and  a later  date  is 
needed  to  accommodate  them. 

This  would  seem  a knee- 
jerk  reaction.  Last  year’s  win- 
ner Lammtarra  did  not  run 
prior  to  the  Derby  as  a three- 
year-old.  but  subsequently 
proved  oui  outstanding  colt 
with  victories  in  the  King 
George  and  Arc  de  Trimnphe. 

Edward  Gillespie,  in  chmge 
of  Epsom  for  the  last  two 
years,  sees  Gibbs’s  suggestion 
as  totally  hnpracticaL 

'Tfs  like  saying  ft  would  be 
nice  to  have  srnnmor  in  cicto- 
ber  when  the  leaves  are 
pretty,”  said  Gillespie.  “You 
couldn’t  move  the  Derby 
without  reorganising  the 
whole  cf  tile  racing  schedule. 
It's  locked  into  the  pattern. 

“Sure,  the  Derby  does  come 
early,  but  that’s  p^  of  its  at- 
traction. The  Derby  is  when 
tile  rest  of  a three-year-old’s 
life  begins.  Ifs  like  a chemi- 
cal reaction  — you  don't 
know  what  you're  going  to 
come  up  with.  It  could  be 
wonderful,  as  it  was  with 
Shaamit  and  the  Lester  Pig>- 
9>tt  connection,  or  ft  could  be 
disappointing. 

“I  don’t  think  we  gh<wtd 
write  off  this  year’s  race  until 
we've  seen  Shaamit  run 
again.  He  could  stin  be  vear 
gc^  After  all,  he  could  only 
win  at  Epsom.  He  couldn’t  do 
hand-stands  as  w^.“ 
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1 7-4  Rwer  7b.  M Uooai^  QUHL  8-1  aiw  Huuar,  84  Lucky  Cola. 


Bookmakers  are  taking  no  chances  over  foe  prospects  of 
Zoribnic’s  fUllr^tarotber  Zamindar  foe  nest  year’s  2000  Oafoeas. 
The  son  of  Gone  West  trained  by  Andre  Fabre  and  owned  by 
Kh»iiri  Abdullah,  romped  home  by  five  igngthB  at  Maisons- 
Laffitte  on  Monday  and  was  immediatdy  slashed  to  20-1  by 
QUl’s,  Coral  and  Ladbrokes  for  the  Newmarket  Classic. 

iBUnkared  today  for  tiie  first  time:  CATTERICK  4.50 
Jkcks(m  park.  FOLKESTONE:  4B0  Minnisam,  Wanstead. 
YARMOUTH:  7.05  Never  Think  Twice,  On  The  Home  Run. 


Results 


^tepvroMf 

tass'ei^  I,  sum  BMMiuna.  Mr  j 
notaher  (8.7):  S,  awrata  Q-W.  at  Sesfo 
Mitart  (2-1  fov).  7 IRA.  IX  vTfo  8a  Uhis) 

IMa:9>40;£xsa£i.Ba  Owi  Rftaa  csf: 
ctaoaniosBc  tasar.  nr:  MontoM. 


a-ae(i*raite5MMiTOHiiiR.SE)r«MM 
ni-fta,oiitis.wedMdB(7^a;a^HBnra 
hn  ilW  (0-1  tor).  8 ran.  1.  IX  (R  Hodgaa) 


TMi3aDEeij(LEi.iCLfii.ieoiMir.S4.s(L 
caFieiiai:  . 

taOS  (SQi  I.  8IIIBII88II.  G Carter 
A Marasra  Rose  18-81: 8,  Sir  4ssy 
7 ran.  X Dk.  (j  Barry)  To(K  C14.1B 
tsaOL  E240.  DuBift  csiao.  esp  M40. 

aae  (eo:  mthuui  him—,  j f 

Ben  (M  itv];  ^ Dawy  (11-4):  a,  Sur- 
M>  8 ran.  i.  X (Mra  1. 

tliS  atji  1,  OOPS  PHTTift  T ivss 
AMhm  (12-4  tw);  X CIMrie  FBri. 
raw  (74).  10  nn,  X 1.  (Mrs  J CnH)  Toir 

aa  aop  i , ovnwuDk  R Hugh* 
(1^  A Gtaal*  IliMM^tlfl-lk  St 
”™W4S5'H-'5-?|  to»  Mos-Tafc  0 raiL  X SS 
MjDi.sitortT6ta;B4,eoiCaaaBa.»Pii8i 
R nQaa  C8P  £3X54. 

KM  An  aiktl^MRADOIX  G Bordwgil 
OraBa  Saam  (4-1V.  3,  Mr 
TX  2X  (R  curtjj 
eraxteo.  Oral  p E&4a  CSF: 
gi,.a/nrleaeax27.  HR:  Wtorlit  Expreos. 
Fi*riPuiiUM,ia<  ouansonfittai 
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1 1 stgaN  ar  wNauBV,  Mr  s 
» IN4);  3,  TM|*M 

ft-tavBold  Sireai  10 
TWa:  CXSO;  C1.S0. 
fi^Fi.eiaiX  -MK  61X70. 
gFi  etr.w. jTierae  •C77,40l  NR:  t-nilPS 

•^Wn^&IM^Failon  [W  tofl:  *. 
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(2-1).  5 ran.  X SX  (Mariyn  Maado)  Tola: 
ct.30;  nra.  Esra  Dual  P:  tixsa  C8P 
E11.77. 

0.4S  (Ira  Sf)s  1,  RBtira,  K fallon  (VS 
1MK  a,  SinliiaraiBh  (25-1):  S,  toy  DaSy 
(^1).  8 ran.  8, 8X  (M  Bran)  Toik  £140; 
Cl.  IX  esra  Dual  R £7.7a  CSR  £7.44. 
aJ»B  (SIk  1 ■ FDIBV*  K MIon  (VS  tav);  ^ 
Ito*  a Lrt  (7-4);  a^  Mraata  ItarisriS  (93-1). 
4 ran.  1X  X (lira  L Subba)  Tow  £ira  Drat 
R£2raCSPCX7X 

4.18  (1B  Sf>  1,  BOraUILVIl.  R Mullwi 
tot.  a,  Br^  llw  IMa*  (5-1):  •, 
AntoWaaSrara  (VI).  7 ran.  X 2X  (J  Wabi- 
uirlQhq  Tow  esra  £1.80,  £X60,  Pml  P; 

cisracsRcixra 

4,45  (71)1 1,  JUUNSONW  MAT^  J Far- 
nna  (S-l);  a,  Satt  Uasaar  (9-2  Mtf);  S, 


J (0-1).  14  ran.  X X (T  Bar^ 
nn)  TMe:  ClXIO:  63.7D.  E1.ia  E4ra  bull  R 
Eisra.  Trio:  tmra  csp.  £4ira  i»crae 
ES11.7S  _ 

JAMFOI1CUn7.SO. 

MAGMFOn  £28.33  ouaDFonESja 

e Kleren  Potion  rods  a treble  it  MusssL 
bur^  yaatarday.  booeitng  hia  1996  rdna  to 
7X  niton,  who  aloe  puliisrad  tha  ttoat 


winnsr  at  Sts  bsGken  Mondw  night,  tfsered 
lA  suocawbrs  raera  on  thrM  odda-en 
chaneas — SMda,  Rosaal  and  Fsnsy.  nrah 
S^adlflarMyard. 
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Soccer 


Wenger  is 
England’s 
first  choice 


Mark  Ryan 


JM  RSENE  WENGER 
last  night  confirmed 
that  he  has  been  ap- 
i^^l^iroached  by  Glenn 
Hoddle  to  take  over  as  the 
FA.'s  technical  director,  over- 
seeing English  football’s  pro- 
gress into  the  nest  century. 

The  Frenchman.  Hoddle’s 
former  coach  and  mentor  at 
Monaco,  revealed  from  Japan 
that  be  has  apprcaimat^  six 
weeks  to  decide  his  future. 
And  Wenger  explained  bow 
ffoddle’s  proposal  has  pre- 
sented b™  with  the  tric^est 
decision  of  his  career. 

Wenger,  while  describing 
the  England  option  as  “very 
exciting”,  must  decide 
whether  to  ^ve  up  his  first 
love,  coachixig  on  the  Qeld.  to 
help  mastermind  England’s 
attempt  to  become  a long- 
term world  force. 

Hoddle's  recent  approach  to 
Wenger  did  not  constitute  an 
official  FA  offer  of  the  new 
post  Lancaster  Gate  does  not 
work  that  way. 

The  FA  makes  sure  its 
choice  will  accept  before  the 
official  offer  arrives.  But  Hod- 
dle made  it  clear  that  the  job 
is  Wenger’s,  if  he  wants  it. 
firom  the  start  of  1997. 

Wenger,  who  coaches  Gary 
Lineker's  former  club  Cram- 
ps Eight  of  Nagoya,  said  last 
night:  "It  is  a tremendous  op- 


portunity to  help  Glenn  Hod- 
dle to  achieve  something  for 
England.  I have  a great 
r^acd  fi)T  Glenn.  It  is  a very 
Investing  option  and  I am 
considering  it  s«*iously. 

"I  cannot  tell  you  what  my 
feelings  are  at  the  moment  or 
which  way  i am  leawVng  be- 
cause, quite  honestly,  1 don’t 
know  yet  fflyselL  Glenn  spote 
to  me  about  the  tec^ic^  dt 
rector’s  position  a few  weeks 
ago  and  we  agreed  to  sp^ 
again  in  a month  or  two. 

"I  am  contracted  to  Gram- 
pus Eight  until  December  and 
have  a new  offer  from  &em  to 
consider.  1 pronusad  my  em- 
ployers that  1 would  let  them 
know  by  the  end  of  July  or 
Angu^  at  the  latest  nliat  my 
decision  will  be.  And  the 
timescale  is  similar  for  the 
England  opening.  So  I think 
the  situaticm  will  certainly  be 
clear  by  September.'* 

The  critical  issue,  said 
Wenger,  is  "whether  or  not  I 
want  to  change  my  way  of 
workmg,  because  this  would 
be  a very  different  directtcm 
forme. 

*7  like  coaching  on  the  field 
itself  and  there  would  be 
much  less  opportunity  to  do 
that  if  I were  to  tafcg  the  Eng- 
land technical  director’s  job. 

"I  know  I would  be  capable 
of  maUng  the  change:  it  is 
not  a big  problem  for  me.  But 
until  now  I have  ^ways  en- 
joyed working  on  Oie  fielcL’' 


Hammers  given 
Futre  scope 


Russell  Ulemas 


I A /BST  BAM  yesterday 
1/1/ opened  an  assaolt 
If  If  on  the  transfer  max^ 
ket  by  signing  the  PortU' 
gnese  forward  Paolo  Pntre 
and  Sonthampton's  centred 
defender  Richard  Hall. 

And.  to  back  bold  predic- 
thms  for  next  season,  the 
Opton  Park  clnb  hope  to 
bring  in  two  — possibly 
three  — more  pla^rs  by 
the  end  ofthe  w*eek. 

West  Ham’s  assistant 
manager  Frank  Lampard 
paraded  yesterday’s  new- 
comers with  a message  to 
the  Premiership:  **We*re 
getting  recognised  again. 
We're  going  back  to  the  era 
of  Moore,  Hurst  and 
Peters.” 

West  Ham  ej^loited  the 
Bosman  ruling  to  capture 
Futre,  whose  contract  with 
Milan  has  just  expired, 
without  paying  a penny  for 
the  30-year-old  player  who 
insisted  be  is  over  a severe 
knee  Ugament  injury  and 
claimed  he  rvyected  nine 
other  clubs  in  Cavoor  of 
Upton  Park. 

Ihe  fee  for  Hall,  a former 
En^and  Under-2l  captain, 
is  likely  to  be  decided  by  an 
independent  tribunal.  He 
had  rajected  new  tenns  at 
Soutbamptou.  who  want  at 
least  £1.5  fflllUon. 

Iha  next  to  arrive  may  be 
Florin  ^ducloiu.  Roma- 
nia’s Euro  96  striker,  the 
Norwich  Dill-back  Mark 


Bowen  and  the  winger 
Michael  Hughes,  loaned  by 
Strasbourg  last  season. 

Shefileld  Wednesday’s 
manager  David  Pleat  has 
signed  Huddersfield’s 
striker  Andy  Booth  for 
£2.75  muifrtii,  Huddersfield 
used  the  dnh-record  s^e  to 
break  their  buying  record, 
paying  £1JS  million  for  the 
free-scoring  Marcus  Stew- 
art of  Bristol  Rovers.  They 
also  spent  £350,000  on 
Barnsley’s  striker  Andy 
Payton  and  £500,000  on 
Blackpool's  centre-back 
Andy  Morrison. 

Manchester  United  are 
dose  to  signing  the  Norwe- 
gian inteniatiODa]  forward 
Ole  Gmmar  Solskjar  from 
Molde  for  £1.2  million. 
Alex  Fergusou  is  expected 
to  meet  SolskJar  this  week- 
end to  discuss  personal 
terms. 

Keith  Curie  has  been 
transfer-listed  by  Mandies- 
ter  City  after  being  stripped 
of  the  captadncy.  The  de- 
fmder,  31,  m^  interest 
Sunderland  and  Leeds. 

Leeds  have  been  taken 
over  by  frie  London-based 
group  Gasman,  backed  by 
the  former  OPR  owner 
Richard  Thompson,  In  a 
deal  worth  more  than  £20 
miiiinn  Caspian  beat  off 
the  Manchester-based  Con- 
rad organisatum  and  an  un- 
named “late  overseas 
Udderi’. 

Leeds’s  manager  Howard 
Wllkinstm  will  receive  ex- 
tensive transfer  ftmds. . 


Cricket 


Trent  Bridge 

about  to  come 
down  on  Lewis 


sal 


The  England  seamer 
faces  a hot  Notts 
reception,  reports 

David  Hopps 


Metropolitan  man  . . . the  switch  to  Surrey  has  revitalised  Chxls  Lewis’s  Rwgianrf  career 


HRIS  LEWIS’S  hip 
has  been  playing  up 
agsin  in  the  past 
_ week,  and  there  are 
many  in  Nottingham  who  Trill 
tell  j-ou  that  it  is  for  old  times 

sake.  In  fact  even  now 
throughout  the  East  Mid 
lands,  Chris  Lewis  dolls  are 
jMr^bty  being  pierced  with 
imitting  needles  by  grudge- 
bearing  Nottinghamshire 
supporters  determined  to 
bring  his  Test  career  back  to 
earth. 

Such  was  the  resentment  at 
Lewis’s  injury  record  for  N<rt- 
tinghamshire  that  when  Us 
release,  four  years  into  a six- 
year  contract,  was  announced 
last  season  over  the  Trent 
Bridge  tannoy,  spectators 
rose  to  their  feet  and  cheered. 
How  vehemently  they  make 
their  point  during  the  third 
Comhill  Test  against  India 
will  determine  whefoer  Lewis 
fe  about  to  face  one  of  the 
most  hostile  receptions  from 
a home  crowd  in  Test  histoiy. 

Such  has  been  the  sense  of 
elation  at  Wembley  and  Wim- 
bledon in  the  past  fortnight 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
tmagtwa  an  Rngtand  CfOWd 

could  ever  barrack  one  of  its 
own  again  Yet  opinions  do 
become  soured,  as  Liverpool’s 
John  Barnes  found  to  his  cost 
at  Wembley,  and  as  for  as 
Lewis  and  Nottlngh^shire 
are  concerned  relationships 
have  a straixted  history. 

Lewis  joined  the  club  in 
1992  on  a six-year  contract 
worfo  in  excess  of  £200,000.  He 
was  depicted  as  the  crucial 
signing  for  a county  capable  of 
winning  championships,  but 
Nottinghamshire’s  fortunes 
declined  and  Lewis  mnnagtwi 
only  37  first-class  games  as  a 
succession  of  injuries  maned 
his  first  three  years. 

His  frame  mind  was  also 
increasingly  gloomy.  A 
request  at  the  end  of  the  1994 
season  to  be  released,  so  he 
could  move  closer  to  his  fam- 
ily in  London,  was  initially 
rejected  by  the  Nottingham' 


shire  committee,  it 

reversed  its  decision  as  a inp 
complaint,  the 
standing  of  Hk  assorted  iaj^ 
lies,  caused  him  to  play  only 
four  one-day  games  last 


V/ 


S63S0JI- 

By  then  the  animosity  bad 
spread  to  the  dressing  roan, 
with  some  oS  his  teom-matM 
not  di^ising  their  9cept^ 
cism  at  his  appeal  to  be 
released  because  of  an  arson 
attack  on  his  mother’s  home 
in  London.  _ 

"There  was  a clash  of  per- 
sonalities with  various 
people."  said  Lewis.  "Chris 
Lewis  generally  didn’t  fit  in 
the  scheme  of  things.  1 
wouldn't  say  that  1 was  diffi- 
cult to  get  on  with  but  some 
people  migbL"  , ^ 

A switch  to  Surrey  has  revi- 
talised his  career,  as  has  Eng- 
land’s desire  tb  use  him  as  a 
strike  bowler,  in  short  bursts. 
He  is  clearh’  so  much  more  at 
home  as  Metropolitan  Man 
that  his  change  of  counties 
seems  desirable  for  all  con- 
cerned. but  he  is  bracing  him- 
self nevertheless  for  "a  mixed 
reaction”  on  his  first  return 
to  Trent  Bridge 
Crucial  to  NoUlngbam- 
shire’s  decision  to  release 
Lewis  was  a specialist’s  scan 
report,  which  concluded  that 
his  hip  would  not  stand  up 
long  term  to  the  rigouis  of 
professional  sport.  Lewis  is 
now  trying  to  suppress  those 
fears,  but  his  complaint  of  dis- 
comfort after  England's  draw 
in  the  second  Test  at  Lord’s 
lak  week  introduced  the  first 
doubts  that  he  might  struggle 
to  survive  the  summer. 

“My  concern  last  year  was 
whether  I would  ever  ^ back 
on  to  the  field,"  he  said,  "But 
now  the  hip  is  okay.  There  is 
some  pain  but  nothing  to 
worry-  about.  Pve  had  a scan 
and  ffiere  is  no  problem.  Pm 
just  putting  it  down  to  a hard 
summer.’’ 

Hostile  Test  receptions  have 
been  something  of  a rarity. 
Keith  Fletcher  was  roundly 
abused  at  Meadingley  in  1968 
nrhen  be  was  prefen^  to  the 
Yorkshire  crowd's  favourite. 
I%il  Sharpe.  Ian  Botham  was 
treated  to  silent  condemnation 
by  MCC  members  as  be  left 
the  field  after  makine  nou^t 
in  his  final  Test  as  Ehigiand 
captain  13  years  later. 
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Rugby  Union 


Wasps  to  move  in  with  QPR 


Hobcit  Aiinstiwsii 


'ASPS  wiU  stage  fiieir 
DteJor  league  and  cup 
matches  at  Loftus 
Road,  home  of  Queens  Park 
Rangers,  next  season. 

The  scheme  was  given  the 
goahead  at  a special  meeting 
of  club  members.  Only  a 
handful  of  the  500  members 
who  met  at  Harrow  School 
voted  against  the  proposal  to 
switch  from  Sudbuiy,  which. 
wQl  continue  to  serve  as  the' 
senior  squad's  training 
ground. 

Lucrative  European  Cup 
games  against  Toulouse  and 


Cardiff  will  be  on  the  list  of 
attractive  fixtures  that  Wasps 
believe  can  fill  the  19,000  all- 
seat  stadium  with  the  h^  of 
high-profile  mariceting.  Cour- 
age League  One  matches 
against  the  likes  of  Bath, 
Leicester  and  Harkiqm'ne  will 
also  be  played  at  Loftiu  Road 
along  with  PUkington  Cup 
games  against  quality 
opposition. 

Wasps  will  play  a number 
of  senior  ganwe  at  Sudbury 
next  season  but  tbeir  tradi- 
tional borne  will  be  used 
mainly  for  second  team  and 
Colts  fiztoree  and  as  a eocial 
and  administrative  centre. 

After  giving  their  appnval 


to  Wasps'  plans  for  restruc- 
turing. members  were 
addressed  by  Chris  Wright 
the  SZ-irear-^  businessman 
who  will  lodge  £2  Tnuuft"  with 
the  dub  wtt^  the  next  fort- 
night and  a fiutber  £500.000 
after  he  has  concluded  negoti- 
ations with  QPR.  Id  return. 
Wright,  who  has  already 
loaned  Wasps  £1  mlillOD  to 
underwrite  individual  con- 
tracts for  28  players,  will  take 
yqi  a 49  per  cent  gharttfiniriiwg 
in  the  limited  company  set  up 
to  administer  foe  dub. 

Nigel  Melville,  the  fonner 
Eluglasd  captain,  has  taken 
over  as  ftill-time  director  of 
rugiry.  foe  former  England 


coach  Roger  Dttley  is  chair, 
man  of  coaching,  and  Geoff 
Huckstep,  who  previously 
managed  Bisbam  Abbey 
Natlozid  Sports  Centre,  has 
been  appointed  chief  execu- 
tive. Rob  .Smith  continues  as 
chief  coach. 

• Mike  Teague  has  resigned 
after  a year  as  team  manager 
of  Gloucester  citing  business 
and  family  commitments. 
Clive  Woodward  has  decided 
to  stay  at  London  Irish  12 
days  after  resigning  as  coach 
in  protest  at  what  he  claimed 
was  a bar  on  non-irishmen  to 
the  club’s  roonmittee.  A new 
ruling  has  made  foe  dub 
“open". 


Rowing 

Olympians  keep  their  oars  out 


Christopher  Dodd  in  Hanley 


The  Royal  Regatta,  which 
gets  ui^erway  here  this 
moiming,  has  attracted  a re- 
cord entiy  but  with  foe  Olym- 
pics less  Man.  three  weeks 
away  there  are  some  notable 
absentees. 

That  was  reflected  yestei> 
day  when  the  best  crew  on  the 
water  was  Steve  Redgrave 
and  Matthew  PinsenL  They 
were  just  practising  for  the 
Games,  leaving  tlw  Silver 
Goblets  for  lesser  fry. 

But  Henley  does  offier  con- 
solation prizes  for  many  who 
failed  to  qualify  for  their 
resp^ve  Olympic  teams. 

Ihe  Swiss  have  sent  ei^t 
rowers  wte  will  miss  foe 
Games,  including  Gunter 
Schneiter  and  Jiirg  Huber- 
mflipr  in  the  Double  Sculls 


and  Caroftne  Luthi  and  Ber- 
nadette Wickl  In  the  Women’s 
Sing^  ^ ^ 

finjTTioiHar  and  Hubermaier 

have  a good  chance  in  the 
double,  but  so  have  foe  Ger- 
mans Bulow  aod_  Schwalbe, 
who  came  fifth  in  Lucerne 
last  month.  Then  there  Is  the 
truly  intemadonal  combina- 
tion of  Rorie  Henderson 
(Queen's  Tower)  and  Paul 
Reedy  (Melbourne  Univemi- 
ty),  who  are  coached  by  tbe 
seven-time  world  champion 
Fabrizio  Ravasl  oS  Italy. 

Two -Towers  who  foiled  to 
Qualify  for  foe  British  team, 
Trisb  Reid  and  Kate  Temple- 
ton. meet  tomorrow  in  a flrst- 
it)und  race  in  foe  Women's 
fiinpiaii-  The  winner  will  prob- 
ably meet  Sue  Appelboon. 
Britain’s  fastest  lightwei^t, 
who  should  beat  Rachel  Stan- 
hope in  her  first  race. 


Results 


Rugby  Union 

TEST  HATCH  tPratona);  Soutt  Ama  43. 

R|l  ia 

aiWENT  WOHUI  Clift  Fr«n«  44. 
Japan  V,  ArganUna  SB,  VWtaa  IS 

Baseball 

HATKHUL  UUWUft  Montreal  S.  AflanH 
7;  S«n  AanciBoo  B.  ColorAdo  a Ptiiladai- 
phia  6,  Now  York  4;  PMatHirsh  4,  Cliteaip 
I;  Kowian  0.  norMi  Z St  Louii  & Clncii^ 
nati  B;  San  napo  s.  Lsa  Angalaa  10. 
AMEIBLAII  ISAOUft  Toronto  4.  Bal»- 
mo(s  7:  Clavaland  S.  Karan  City  4;  Oatroit 
Q.  uttaauVoa  % Hew  York  2.  Boatan  <k 
Chicago  T,  Mbineaota  IR  CaJHornla  0. 
Tnn  0.  Seattle  4,  OaUanrf  a 


Basketball 


IMTEHNATMNAL  SEWES  iSyOnerl' 
Hnal  gana;  Auafralla  B7.  Ral|r  70. 


Bowls 


BRmSH  CHABPIOHSWPSt  TaaWfto 
alH  Water  TfaHaperto  SkeS***  I*  Ui’e- 
ham  (ire)  tt  J Tomllnaon  (Walea)  31-16. 
Ealrar  England  (M  BiggVS  Warren)  M lr»‘ 
land  (I  StoMan'S'  Moran)  H-13.  Eaaeai 
WalH  IP  John/P  itowolto/W  Falrtiurava 
Jon^  U Charnel  lalands  CA  SyvreVS 
Hlnd/A  Kuemeid/I.  Nlaon)  3IME 
Ctorlak  Fer^ai  TrIWii  Scottand  )C 
Rlcfwiond/J  Pleming/G  Hood)  bi  Ireland  (I 
McKecwMvD  Oardlnor/T  Sudd)  15-12. 


Cycling 

TOUR  HE  FRANCK  TBM  eH«e  (Waa- 

toiahal  to  Nogant-eur-Olaa.  iSSton):  t.  E 
2abel  (Ger)  Daulache  Telafcrvn  Shr  29min 


2laec;  2.  M CIpolHnl  ill)  SAECO:  3.  f Mon- 
aaaaln  <Pr]  GAR  a.  j Suveda  iCz)  Pan. 
wia:  s.  J owwrw  meH>  TVM.  e.  F Bai- 
dato  (U)  MG  TeJino^:  7.  C CapaUa  (Fr> 
Aubarvllilara:  B.  N Minall  (R)  Oawtaa.  9.  C 
Camin  <ii)  SreKtolat  KL  M Travamnl  {t^ 
Carrera;  11.  E Magnlen  <Pr)  PesBna:  12.  A 
tehmll  (Utol  Uslto;  13.  0 AMoujaparor 
(UW)  Min:  M.  A P&ikB  (UVi)  Paaoeank 
an  aama  0rna.  Alaer  34,  C Boardman  |QB| 
GAR  140.  U Sciandri  (OB)  Motorola  MUi 
m.  OranH  1.  MOneaaMn  I7hr  0mln  SOmg; 
2.  A zualla  (Swtb)  ONCE  at  7aac  9.  Y 
Sarzin  (Ruaj  Geatea  10;  4.  A Oimo  (Sp) 
MaMi  14;  6.  B nito  (Omi)  DauNche  Tal» 
kom  1B;6.  Mlnduraln<Sp}Banoatol9;7.t 
Jamert  IPO  ONCE  32;  8.  C Boardman 
(OB)  GAN  34;  0,  T Romlngar  WtriK)  Maaai 
30;  10,  M Mau'l  (Spi  ONCE  3B.  >1,  Ctoolllni 
31;  13.  Smrada  33:  13.  E OaWer  (Natti) 
RaboiMnh  33;  14.  BH)iavonf  ac  1$,  U 
GuaHI  (iq  PnlH  34;  IE  P SaydWelN  (H) 
Noaioito  38: 17.  j SMttby  (Dan)  TVM  97;  ift 
Tcianll  30.  AHec  7S.  Sdandrl  T.K 


Cricket 


(Y<V- 

^pgenrm):  JB^and  3IM  (00  ««ar«;  ' 


3B.  e Wittlamson  27)-  EnglAnd  NCA 
222-1  (43S  overH  M Retwta  B7,  B FoMar 
Olnoi.  Hrgland  evn  by  nine  wckes. 


Fixtures 


Cricket 


■RITAHMIC  ASSUHAHGB  COUNTY 
CtlAIHOHSlEP  lira  tour  dayaii  Bn*- 
dab  8uaae«  « llanigatUra. 

TOUR  HATCHB  (II  a Oitea  dayai: 
TauAtaa;  Somerasi  v Paktom  Maaft  if 
lav!  YOrkahira  v SouOi  Africa  A 
III  NOR  couimss  CHAM  pro  HSH  IP 
(IIX)-  PaaiiiHa;  camba  v Saifa. 


Sport  in  brief 


Boxing 


Mike  Tyson  bas  been  offered 
£30  miilism  to  defend  his 
heavyweight  title  against 
Lennox  Lewis  by  the  British 
fighter's  manager  Frank  Ma- 
loney after  Ty^  said  be  was 
willing  to  meet  Lewis. 


Equestriarilsm 

Geoff  BUlingtoo.  who  will 
ride  It’s  Otto,  bas  been  named 
as  the  fourth  member  of  Brit- 
ain's Olympic  sbowjumping 
team,  He  joins  John  Whitaker 
(Welham),  Michael  Whitaker 
(Two  Step),  Nick  Skelton 
(Showtime),  with  the  non- 
travelling  reserve  Robert 
Smith  (Orthos  and  Tees  Han- 
auer),  urrUes  John  Ear. 


Ice  Hockey 

Nottingham  Panthers  have 
signed  tbe  ZS-year-old  UK- 
passport  holding  Canadian 
forward  Gregg  Hadden,  writes 
Vic  Batchelder. 


Chess 


Anatoly  Karpov  moved  ctose 
to  retaining  his  Fide  world 
championship  at  Elista  when 
be  easily  defeated  his  demor- 
alised United  States  chal- 
lenger Gate  Kamsky  in  their 
I4fo  game  and  took  a 9-5  lead 
with  only  six  games  left 
writes  Leonard  Barden. 

Karpov  now  needs  only  a 
win  and  a draw  to  collect  foe 
lion's  share  c^the  gl.i  million 
prize  fund  and  strengthen  his 
claim  for  a unity  series  with 
Garry  Raqiarov,  who  hinirfy 
tbe  rival  version  of  the  world 
title. 


^M62a4bB3NE3Bb44a3c55Bd3 
MM  BNa3  0104  7 •B040SSc;cdSNK05giM| 
B00  10  N«4  B»r  11  «a  (HM3  Bc2  Oc7  13 

W N?5gB1S8b3»ll616f«1Bla 

17  M OW  10  OW  N05  19  BicdS  ends  ao 
NO  Ow3  31  h03 16  22  RkI  EU5  23  h3  hS  » 
^ gS  25  Bh2  M 26  Nti2  107  Z7  Nb3  Raca 
»NUaB2BNe3b53DN«M31a4M 
Sm  Kg6  33  Ngl  Nb7  34  NeS  RcB  as  NO 

Rotf  30  lO  as  37  KeS  Bm  30  Kd2  BkcS  30 
tacS  40  Rxes  fb«S  41  Rei  £ 
Kwl  Ncfl  43  Be7  15  44  K02  04  45  m li 

M BOS  47  M3  BXM  40^4.^05  « 


50  BxaS  03  SI  Bc3  KI5  52  Bb3 
S|»5pB«54K(2Krt55Ke3  Bo4^ 
Kd3  n 67  gso*  ICdS  SB  aS  Bvtf  sa  pm 


_ PkO*- >Cd3  66  90  BproS  59  BIS  04 
n hxg4  M 61  Ba5  Bxo4  63  Rwigna.  ^ 


Rugby  League 


Decision  day 
for  Super 
South  Wales 


Paid  Fttzpatrlcfc 


OpUTH  WAiJSS  need  a two- 
^^thirds  m^ority  if  their  ap- 
plication to  join  next  season’s 
Super  League  is  to  succeed  at 
today's  Rugby  League  council 
meeting  at  Wigan.  Tt^  will 
be  lucky  to  get  it 
'HiB  fiT>awiai  guarantees 
demanded  are  the  stumbliim 
block.  Mike  Nicholas,  the 
Sofifo  Wales  chairman  and 
former  Warrington  forward. 
says  be  is  hopeful  despite 
being  asked  to  raise  £1  mil- 
lion in  a short  time. 

‘Tt  is  now  or  never."  says 
Nicholas,  "and  the  RFL  must 
support  us.  Fast-tracking  is 
essential  if  we  are  to  make 
league  work  in  south  Wales  " 
A club  in  south  Wales 
would  need  to  be  higb-t»ofile 
and  successful  to  be  viable  A 
side  languishing  in  the 
Second  Division  would  do  lit- 
tle to  promote  the  sport 
David  Howes.  St  Helens'  chitf 
executive,  recognises  this  but 
stresses  that  only  a "weU-(mn- 
stracted.  well-financed  plan" 
will  win  tbe  vote. 

build  a si^  capable  of 
playing  m Super  League  they 
would  need  to  spend  at  least 
players.”  he  said. 
If  they  don’t  raise  foe  bact 
“ fone  I cannot  see  ftheml 
in  Super  League  next  season." 
• Warrington’s  Paul  Cullen 
faces  a disciplinary  commit- 
tee tomorrow  after  being 
on  report  for  Sunday's 
aff-foe-baO  challenge  on  Wig- 
an's Jason  Robinson. 

Tbe  League  is  to  take  no 
a^on  over  the  incident  foal 
the  London  captain  Terry 
M3tt6rson  Qogdiiig  throst  sur- 
gary  after  Satui^y's 
against  Bradford. 


University  Match 

! * 

' - vM 

Oxford  V Cambridge 

-■••I 

Ridley  leaves 

■ E E^.K.  mmm 

■ i'M 

• • -zitM 

Cake  in  a hole 


J^fTOREW  ^lEY  struck 


game 


second  century  cf  the 
season  and  Chinmay  Gupte 
Iain  Sutcliffe  and  Will  Ken- 
dall all  weighed  in  with  half- 
centuries  to  put  Oxford  in  a 
commanding  position  at  the 
end  of  the  first  day  of  the 
151st  University  match  with 
Cambridge  at  Lord’s. 

Oxford-  who  won  this  con- 
test last  summer,  scored  a 
daunting  390  for  four  after 
being  asked  to  bat  first  by 
Cambridge's  captain  Russell 

Gupte  and  Sutcliffe  had  put 
100  on  the  board  by  foe  29th 
over  and  it  was  only  some 
poor  running  by  Gupte  that 
saw  hm  lose  his  wicket  three 
made 

oO  and  total  was  on  iffj. 

Sutclffie  was  caught  at  the 
Wicket  off  Andrew  Whiten 
when  he  had  made  53  and  Gul 
lOten  rea(*ed  34  before  fall- 
ing to  an  excellent  catch  at 
midwicket  But  Ridley  was  in 
pnm^onn.  reachta?his 
^ off  157  balls  and  ewmS- 
ma^  155  off  217  deUv- 
enes  with  17  fours  and  seven 
Thv- 

em  boundary, 
gtepae  uimieiuii  I 


- A V 

r-.'  1 


ssuits 


e 'tW  «JI  aM 

b wtn^all u 

A C Ridlsy  C & b Hmia  *® 

G A 1^  c WhlllAjfb  ’ff 

W a KmdAII  TM  rntt  

tJ  N Billy  noY^,  

Extm  iibS,  wl| ’ 


■ ‘ ... 


Tow  Itor  4.  1QA  QUMi  ““ 

a«e  of  wMimm  107  **® 

To  b«to  H s MaliV  M 
«w.sp  ^ 5J  ^ Ijgg;  R B TAam. 


5-1-88-0;  Jonas  ia-aJttli> 


to  R H ChunwTp  J DraktoA  R 
j.  Haste.  0 FI  ** 


;.4 . 

m- 

• ■£ 


n Julian  and  K j LyoM. 


The  warranty  on  a Daihatsu  off-roader  lasts  f roniXIai^  Enc^to 


snd  back  again  and  back  again  and  back  again  and 

% again  and.  back  again  sotkM  back  again  and  back  again  and  ba^^!^*”  back 

n and  back  again  and  ba^  again  and  back  again  and  back  and  back 

and  back  again  and  back  again  and  back  again  and  backagain  and  ba^  and  back  again 

a«d  back  again  arKll»aka9»  again  and  back  backagain 

and  back  again  and  back  again  and  back  again  and  back  again  and  back  again  and  ba^k*^^^®"”  »ic3i  bade  again 

Thinfc  of  a number.  Now  double  it.  Now  multiply  it  by  . billion,  million,  squillion  Thavs  how  ^ 


oor  4,4-s  can  do  and  still  be 
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Tour de  France 


RSchard  Wiliams  reports  on  a day  the  top  seed  eased  into  the  quarter-finals  as  yet  anotha',  Germany's  Michael  Stich,  tumbled  out  G 3 H 

Sampras  eases  into  champion  form 


WHILE  HezunanLa 
gathered  momen- 
tum yesterday  to  a 
men's  singles  tour- 
- n ament  locreasbsgly  ber^  of 
its  established  stats,  the  de- 
i^nding  ebamsnon 
his  relatively  tranquil  pro- 
gress to  a Iburtb  consecottve 
title. 

Siting  Cedric  PioUim.  the 
seed.  In  sttaight  sets  (6-4, 
6^  6-2)  to  reach  today's 
quartei>flxials.  Fete  Samiras 
e^oyed  his  easiest  match  of 
tournament  so  fhr,  com- 
ing close  to  eliminatiaB  only 
during  the  third  set  wboi  he 
. .chased,  a ball  across  the  tram- 
lines,, hurdled  hls  own  chair 
and  landed  on  top  nf  the  Cen- 
. tre  Couif  s ball  ch^  hahma 
the' umpire’s  chair. 

**I  Jhonght,  •Holy Sam- 
pras said,  when  asked  to  re- 
call what  be  had  been  think- 
ing in  midflight  “It  was  a 
little  bit  of  a scary  sif{TaHon 
there.  I had  only  one  place  to  I 
go,  and  that  was  up.  I kind  of ' 
tweaked  my  back  a litOe  bit 
but  if  s not  too  bad" 

After  criiising  throng  the 
first  two  set^  he  had  moved 
into  a slightly  gear  at 

the  beghming  of  the  third. 
When  Pioline  tried  to  in- 
crease hiS'Own  power  in  res- 
ponse, Sampras  disconcerted 
him  by  retiuming  junk.  Aces 
Nos.  16  and  17  hefpM  finteh 
file  job  in  the  closing  gaxne. 

•*1  think  fiiis  mat&  was  my 
best  so  fu  this  tortni^t"  the 
Nd  1 seed  said  ’I  didn’t  serve 
that  great,  but  1 retomed 
about  as  w^  as  I could  Grass 
■ isD*t  hls  •P^ohne'sl  best  sur- 
face,  but  he  came  pretty  close 
to  beating  Boris  [Becker]  here 
last  yemr,  so  to  go  out  and  beat 
him  in  strait  sets  prelly 
conviDdngly,  I was  happy 
aboiitthat” 

Inevitably,  he  was  a^edfoor 
his  thoughts  on  today's  quar- 
ter-final meeting  of  bds  Mow 
countryman  Todd  Martin 
with  Tim  Ranmnw  be 


toteresting,**  he  said,  "be- 
cause Todd  Is  the  first  true 
grass-court  player  that  Tim 
has  faced  bm.  But  the  way 
Tim’s  playing,  and  with  the 
crowd  support,  it  will  be- a 
good  match.’’ 

That  match  will  teke 
on  the  Centre  Court  immedi- 
etely  after  the  meetiz^  of 
Sample  himself  with  Rich- 
ard Krajicek,  the  16th  seed, 
who  lengthened  the  fort- 
nighfs  list  of  upsets  3n3Stei> 
day  when  he  removed' 
Michael  Stich,  the  1991  cbam- 
piou,  seeded  six  plac^  above 
him,  in  a battle  of  big  servers. 

Stich,  for  once,  took  defeat 
placidly,  “ff  you,  don’t  ptey 
well,  of  course  you're  not 
bapiQr,"  he  said  "But  I was 
trying  to  fight,  and  1 didn't 
give  up.  I wasn’t  playing 
way  I wanted  to,  but  I think 
maybe  1 can  aoc^  that  a lit- 1 
tie  better  than  I used  to.  Rich- 
ard had  a very  good  day,  ] 

didn’t  play  my  best  tennis. 

Er^icel^  bom  in  Rotter- 
dam  24  years  ago  to  Czech 
parents,  is  Tnairing  his  stzto 
appearance  here.  He  has  the 
third  fastest  serve  among  cur- 
rent tour  players,  timed  at 
134mph  at  Indianapolis  two 
I'ears  ago,  altiiou^  he  need^ 

, a mere  13  aces  to  beat  Stiidi  in 
straight  sets  7-6,  6^. 
This  is  the  first  Hrne  Ei^'icek 
has  progressed  beyond  the 
fourtii  round  and  his  arfigHi 
was  heightened  by  the  uiiset 
be  had  felt  about  hls  original 
exclusion  fi*om  the  saaHIngj 
rectified  when  the  with- 
drawal of  Tbemas  Muster 
produced  a re-ranking. 

“In  a way  Z could  under- 
stand ft"  he  «aid  "The  last 
two  years  I lost  here  in  the 
first  round  But  still  Z thought 
with  my  ranking,  and  playing 
pretty  good  in  the  French 
Open,  I expected  to  be  seeded 
here.  But  it  didn’t  bai^ien, 
and  in  the  end  1 ttilnk  1 
proved  them  wrong." 


I What  would  be  his  tactics 
against  Sampras?  T think  the 
best  tactic  is  to  win  the  la^ 
point,"  he  said.  "Pete  has  a 
big  serve,  he’s  a similar 
player  to  Stich,  so  I think  I 
have  to  go  out  and  try  to  hold 
serve  and  get  my  returns 
back  and  see  vrtiat  haj^ns." 


Sharing  the  top  half  of  the 
draw  with  Sampras  and  Kratt- 
cek  are  Goran  Ivanisevic,  the 
seventh  se^  and  the  un- 
seeded Australian  Jason  Stol- 
tenberg.  Below  Hteunan 
Martin  in  the  bottom  half 
come  two  more  unseeded 
players,  the  American  Mall- 
Vai  Washington,  who  beat 
Paul  Haarhuis  of  the  Netber- 
fends  6-3,  6-4,  6-2,  and  Alex- 
andra Raduiescu,  of  Bad 
, Homburg.  Germany,  who  de- 
I feated  Neville  Godwin  of 
South  Africa  6-3, 6-0, 6-4. 

Raduiescu  was  bom  in  Bu- 
charest 21  years  ago.  but  has 
a German  grandmother.  Six 
years  ago  be  and  his  fetber 
moved  to  Bad  Homburg, 
where  they  took  Gennan  citi- 1 
zenship.  "1  have  a Gennan  i 
TOSspc^  but  1 am  also  a ' 
Romanian  In  my  mind,**  he 
said. 

He  is  ranked  9lst  in  the 
world,  but  the  victims  of  fais 
powerful  serve  this  fbrtni^ 
already  include  Arnaud 
Boetsch  and  David  Wheaton. 
S he  gets  past  Washington, 
and  if  Henman  beats  kfertin. 
the  two  21-yearolds  will  be 
renewing  an  old  acquaint- 
anceship -in  the  semi-final. 
'Tve  kziown  Tim  stnre  the  ju- 
niors," Raduiescu  observed. 
"We  once  played  doubles 
together,  in  Winchester,  I 
think.  &‘s  a very 
player.  He  didn't  have  so 
much  power  then.  Be  still 
looks  he’s  16  or  17,  but 
he's  improved  very  much." 

Someone  asked  Raduiescu 
if  the  ezdtsment  waa  keeping 
him  awake  at  night  ‘Tm 
dreaming,**  he  said.  "And  1 
hope  nobody  wakes  me  up." 


Unhappy  retunis . . . abelow-par  Stich  on  his  way  to  defeat  against  Krajicek  on  Court  One 


PHCnOfiRAPH:  OILUUIB^ 


one  mother’s  ruin 


Paul  Weaver  on  the  big-game  hunter  out 
to  bag  Tiger  Tim  and  dash  0ritain*s  hopes 


Today,  Uke  good  patri- 1 
ots,-  we  are  meant  to ' 
bate  hhn;  certatn  tab--^ 
loids' might  portray 
. Todd  Martin,  who  plays  Tim 
Heninan  on  Ceaifxe  Court  m 
the  Wimbledon  quarterfin- 
als. as  ^nzl  Revere,  the  man 
who  rode  tbrou^  the  Massa- 
^usetts  'Countryside  wum- 
ing  that  the  British  were 
coming. 

The  tenibie  tabs,  however, 
have  not  got  it  entirdy  wrong 
. in  recent  weeks.  Wben.Orwell 
describe  sehons  as, 

war  mlnns  the  shooting  he  ob- 
viously forgot  about  the  small ' 
•bore,  prone  and  standing 
events  that  r^esent  sodi. 
keenly  contested  examina- 
tions of  OlyiiQde  marksman- 
ship; but  he  had  a point  when 
he  said,  lin-f^  sentence 
in  Ihe  Bportihg.^lrit,  that  it 
had  less  to  do  wi&  feir  play 
than  hatred,  jealousy  and 
boastfulness.  It  was,  after  all, 
'an  Amtfican.  diploiDat  who 
cmce'-defined.imity  as  orga- 
nisedhatred. . 

The  vety  notion  of  exercis- 


ing such  a powerful  emotion 
agsi^  Martin,  however. 'Is 
ridicidous.  How  can  you  hate 
this  fbnner  yo-yo  'cbamplqan 
j and  Matchbox  toy  cSr  cdlec- 
tor  from  Blinois  who  was 
such  a gauche  'and  gavdiy 
I youngster  that  he  despaired 
! of  becoming  the  tormidable 
I athlete  heis  today.  Bate^  out 
I ofthequestiotL  Wherevettae 
' likes  of  Gonzales,  Gteinots, 
Nastase  and  M(£nroe  when 
you  really  need  tiimn?  ■ 

TheoDlythlDgvaga^dl$• 
likable  about  Martin  is  fais 
tennis.  This  Is  anottier  servO’ 
volley  monster,  a Tim 
Mayotte  with  superior 
scftwear,  a Roscoe  Taxmo' 
microdiipped  for  the  miDen- 
whim  Azid,  sadly,  bis  game 
may  prove  a few  pounds  too 
■heavy  tor  Henman -as  he  at- 
tempts to  become  the  first 
British  player  slnoe  Roger 
Thylor  23  years  ago  to  reach 
the  last  tour. 

Martin  is  a consistent  ^^m- 
bledbn  pezfbrmeir.  He  reached 
the  quarter-finals  in  1993.  the 
semis  In  1994  and  the.fburCb 


I round  last  year.  Two  years 
ago  he  aniv^  here  wearing  a 
I beatd  that  mautg  tihn  tcvik 
I eerily  litee  Abe  Lincoln  but 
-his-znother  did  not  like  it  so 
he  shaved  It  oS. 

Yesterday  the  quiet  Amerl- 
C8D  took  only  anotfaer'26  znin- 
utes  to  complete  the  final  set 
of  his  3-6, 6A  7-6. 6-2  Tictory 
over  Sweden’s  Thomas  Jo- 
hansson on  Court  Six,  a 
' match  titet  had  been  canied 
over  from  file  previous  dazup. 

dark  TYawsylCTwIaw  <niimtng 

I It  is  most  unusual  to  play  a 


Martin  . . ; heavy  artillery 


last-16  match  out  in  the 
country  but  on  Monday  after- 
noon they  were  desperate  to 
get  rid  of  wiatrho^  Besides, 
this  is  hardly  the  gulag  of  the 
lesser  courts- 

Martin  and  have 

met  once  before,  at  Queen's 
two  years  ago,  when  Martin  i 
won  6-4,  6-4.  He  said  yester- 
day: 'T  am  well  awaze  of 
1 play  m the  next  round.  In  I 
that  regard  It  is  of  interest  — 
hut  not  for  the  same  reasons 
zfs  of  interest  to  you.  I know 
I he’s  added  a few  pounds  since 
I we  last  met,  itii*  "haB 
'hetoed  his  weight  of -shot  and 
I hls  serve.  Ihe  thing  tiiat  is  | 
I most  obvious  is  tiiat  evezy- 
thing  has  gotten  bettar. 

"He's  mortzig  much  better 
and  joomalists  speak  about 
his  composure  and  competi- 
tiveness; and  1 tiimk  timtis 
reaHy  the  best  place  to  start" 

Johansson  said  last  night: 
To  beat  Todd,  Thn  wQl  ha^ 
to  return  very  weD,  but  he 
can  do  it"  Raduiescu  felt 
TTgruwari  had  “one  of  the  best 
pairs  of  in  teimis". 

Martin,  mostly,  wauled  to 
talk  about  basketball  with  a 
drawly  smile.  He’s  so  Ukmfele 
you  could  really  hate  the 

man 


siotin  Duncan  talks  to  Jane  Henman,  who 
has  had  a key  rde  in  her  rising  son’s  career 


JANE  HENMAN  is  no 
ordinary  mother.  Bnt 
then  as  the  mother  of 
a tennis  prodigy  yon 
cannot  afford  to  be  oidi- 
ziary.  She  has  spent  the  past 
21  years  taking  a deep 
breath  owd  frufniging  her 
son  'nm's  love  of  tennis. 
And  today  on  Centre  Court 
she  can  tahe  a deeper 
breath  — is  pride  ratiier 
than  exasperation. 

"Tim  was  a perfectly  ex- 
traordinary child,”  said 
Jane  Henman,  who  plaj^ 
at  county  lev^  and  is  a de- 
signer of  women’s  tennis 
clothes.  "He  used  to  finish 
school  a couple  of  hours  be- ' 
fore  my  other  two  boys  and 
be  wo^d  Insist  on  playing  j 
timnis  while  we  waited  tor  I 
them.  So  we  would  hzt  a I 
ball  for  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  every  day.” 

Tbtt  had  told  his  mother 
of  hls  ambitions  very  early. 
*3y  seven  be  told  me  he 
wanted  to  win  Wimble- 
don,” she  recalled.  Tim 
concuzred:  ’Tran  fiie  age. 


of  five  or  six  I knew  1 
wanted  to  be  involved  tn 
professional  fennis.” 

Wlfiiont  his  mofijier.  how- 
ever. it  mi^t  all  have  been 
dUfermt  T used  to  drive 
Man  from  one  place  to  an- 
j other  when  be  was  young 
I as  if  it  was  a fttH-time  job," 
she  said.  "Worst  of  all  was 
' the  endless  washing.  Your 
role  as  a^ranis  mum  is  as  a 
support  system." 

The  Henmans  have  a 
keen  sense  of  tbedr  tennis 
pedigree  — a room  to  fii^ 
Oxford  house  is  dedicated 
to  femily  teimis  memora- 
bilia, witii  pride  of  place  go- 
ing to  'nm’s  grand&ther 
Hairy  BiUington,  twice  a 
Wimbledon  tbird-ronnder. 

Xhn  was  accepted  into  the 
elite  David  Llo^  sdimd  at 
Heston  and  would  double 
up  with  his  studies  at 
sdiool  in  Oxford.  *Tt  was 
quite  a nightmare/*  his 
motiier  recalled.  T would  i 
take  him  in  the  car  after 
BchooLrdhavetoeotinfiie ' 
car,  he’d  have  an  hour  with  I 


Onny  Farim  — bis  tbmi 
coach  — ami  it  would  be 
back  to  Oxford  late  and  ex- 
hausted. He  was  only  10." 

Henman’s  obsession  with 
tennis  has  continued.  “Ffe 
was  only  here  tor  eight 
days  at  one  point  in  199^" 
she  continue  "but  after 
one  day  at  home  be  invari- 
ably says:  Tm  bored.  I 
want  to  play  tennis.’  We 
have  nmsBiwy  of  videos  of 
teimis  matches  and  he 
watches  them  over  and 
over  again." 

Now  though,  with  public 
interest  in  bis  life  and 
times  exploding,  Henman 
finds  himself  asked  not 
about  tennis  but  about 
relationships.  They  have 
also  been  sacrificed  tor  suc- 
cess. “If  yon  only  go  home 
I for  six  or  seven  weeks  it’s 
j to  have  a relation- 

ship. At  the  moment  I 
, wouldn’t  necessarily  want 
i a travelling  companion. 
But  maybe  in  the  near 
futoie  tfedzigs  will  riiai^." 

For  the  moment  though 
the  only  near  future  that 
counts  is  what  happens  on 
n mall  patch  of  grass  in 
south-west  London  this 
afiemoon- 


Resisits 


lioiii*«fiingiM 

HtMer  P Sampras  (US) 


. pDUifii  rawd 


(Oer.  1)  M J NOVCTTHA  (Cx  0 5-4,  «-«  K 
BAIS  Mmn.  ia  M W PIERCE  U} 
W.e-3.6-1. 

Woman’s  Doubles 

Hofcfers:  J'Novofna/ 

A Sanchez  Vieario  (Cz/Sp)  . 


SUK0VA  |CX  7)  M P TnrPMdli/R  P 
Sblbbl  (AlMl  S-7. 7-4.5-a  LaJWMam 
4 AnaSl  me)  M H J ObvUsM  Oramana 

PI  7-5,  a-a  e Ongmm  O amrjmm 
M H QUBmMRDTVS  QRAF  (Me/ 


Gar.  IS  ««/b;  « ceHMOLUL  A BRVei^ 
PORT  (CmMS.  a tR-T  Karapara/A  Otei 
(Naa/POQ  »e.  a-a  J mOa/A  mmoaS 
Ifmi  M S E Davli/P  TaraUal  (US/Arg) 
7-0.)  8-a  S OaMOgi/K  SalnMaei(SA/ 
Cart  W A OLHOVSKIV/E  eOOQERT  (Ra/ 
NOIL  10)  E-6.  5-8.  7^a  J 
eiaOM  (6B/AMa)  U J GMSen.  M WILD- 
(U8.  ia  5^.  SA  0-0:  R CaMI  Plarw 
(Amb/^  M M Oortns/E  S H Ctllan*  (NaOl/ 
Bal)0-e,54,s-«. 


ISMdB  in  eapHala) 

AfSatoMi  (Gar)  M u Oodwln  (SA)  e-S. 
fl-a  6-«;  M WaMielaa  (US)  bt  P Haar- 
^ (NaM)  6-a.  5-4.  0^  T HAOim  JU8.. 
"isj-ia  T JoMRBaon  (9«j 
ei;FIAMpaEl(Ua7)b*CPiqLIME(R. 
■^5.4.  5-4. 0-8;  a KnOaak  (NaO)  M a 
SUCH  (Gar.  W)  6-4. 7-0.  S-*. 


St'ond  rwawt 


R watWr/F  H ^ 

McNSLM  TAUSAT  (US/Ft,  7) 


S~v.  C MARnNB/R  TARARBU^^. 

U)  5t  R GrMda/E  LltfwrtMVB  (M/Rua)  7'-A 


Mon’S  Doubles 

Holders:  TA  Woodbridge/ 
M }HoddfOrde  (Aus) . 


Third  Toond 


a leiniwai  I ■■■sniHE  nnuaiii  m 
M JACmISa  CerraOa  (Srt.7^  5^.®^’ 

KNOWLESO  MESrOft  gawc^j^^ 
■ . 5.^  A.A  • BtABK/O  C'ONNEII 
Sta«an.  8)  « M OOSIJ*^ 

GwilE.  4)  N P Plla/P  VWOf  (Cat  7-0.  5-S. 
-6-7,  0-8.  ■ 


'TMrdroand 

V RAailKI/e  ai  vw  {Indo/NaUt,  12)  b(  N J 
MWNBTIM  M BOLLEGRAF  (USRWh,  01 
6-8.X-0. 

Mixsct  DooMss 

Holders;  M Navrcdllova/  . 

J Starie  fl/S)  . ' 


BawEiawae/C  J Mawaw  (Gfl)  OT  B E 
GaBfcM/R  Ranim  (UB/Wwa  7-«.  5^. 
0-4;  P nmmkiglH  Wlaiir  (US)  M T R 
QuasaonA.  SMrw  fusyi-s.  5^.  e-a;  v 
Oil  ATan^  (Od _a  A A Magr/B  jigyr 

a«a  nar^Aw)  MAM  JarrMVJ  R SmlV) 
(GB]  7-0,  7-e  A AmrkniAr  AMbaj 
(Ind)  bl  R L Caaa/R  J FrawMy  (/Wa)  5-8. 
6-3. 


Women’s  Ovar^S 


Men’s  Over^45 
DouMes 

Hotdeta:  J D Hewcomhe/ 
A D Roche  (Aus) 


DouMss 

Holders:  W M Turnbull/ 
S V Wade  (Aus/QB) 


PlrelToanid 


Women’s  Singles 

HoldarrS  <Sraf  (Ger)  ^ 


QmitoifiReie 

AiAiicMvic*wogg.<).yj£.”!?g: 


Flrsl  round  ... 

' O SaePhawoR/B.SaOdfcia^i^  tt.u 
Broad/A- GTsaanun  (GB^  5-4.  7-s,  J 
STARKOI  NAWAr^A  (U6,  S)  ^ 
Ibcumaimoi  'Unetrom  (Aua/apaj  ^ 
Ml  0-8D  a lasrtnre/e  * 

tat  U ot  B Hwoenwc  sinoar  (sm^ 
II  aOJL  M MaRSn,  (US, 
S RliMlM  StwilMtl.(Ug 
S.  7-0;  T maaMC  paj^  (NalfiANO 
MPT  HanO/tf  Lak»-tGB)  54, 54. 


W ■ IWbMM  V WM*  (AutOB)  M R 
Caailam  P Stova  (USmaM)  54. 5r«  J ■ 
taia/A  ■ SMh  (OOAiq  tat  B Ni8*laan/ 
i cuusaav  (vm  54,  s>7, 0-i. 


4 RaaMMT  5 OUnt  (HomlMlOi)  M H A 
Fiwr/M  SanMra  (Aua/Sp)  0-1. 6-a  R R 
RaaaMe/v  ■ State  (Aua)  tai  e BaWenni 
COK  (GO  54,  r-e  e Maatva/A  J Snoa 
tAiM)SU  Nodaa/A  MabteaN  (Cz/Hua)  S-7. 
54.  54  4 Q AliMtaiite/PCDawt  (Aaa) 
M S R 8mttl/H  IMtar  (US/GB)  54. 5-8. 


Men’s  Over-35 


Doubles 

Holders:  P 8 McNamaral 
L Sh/ras  (Aus/USf 


Round  Robin 
Hrst  round  ' 


Soeond  round 


W 4 nMin‘ WSteaa JPdVUS)  bl  M Baiw 
ramlAI  Wgwuaa  Uran/Sp)  0-3,  54:  4 R 
WtasartaS/R  Tamar  {Aus/USj  bl  H 
euMiswdVB  ittfoov  (SwiteHun)  7-6, 
54  ■ ■ ■!  iSannW  Stawteli  (Aua) 
- M K Cumn/J  C lOM  (US  7-0,  7-^  it 


• Uantna  Na«rallle*a  baa  daarad  ffia 
flrat  )Bir0l5  M bar  ouaatta  aq«I  SESa 
J«n  NnoV  racofO  cT  20  WiniMadon  Mat. 
Yauanlay  tlw  baoan  tha  dataaea  at  tfia 
n>bta54aablaa  uaxm  wtti'hw  pamr 
Jenalhan  Seifc  b^  ddaaflna  Aiwba/la^ 
Amlraw  Kiaomaiai  and  Santenia  uarla 
UndMrsm  0-8.  s-e.  54. 

NnraiilavA  tha  winner  or  A racM  iNm 
alnglaa  llnak  st.lha  AO  England  Club,  la 
om  atblR  d tw  blanl  Khig  der  Galn^ 

' bar  lWi  Wbnbladon  tWa  lau  yair.  *‘1  wai 
roUly  narmu.  Uy  toiaaa  wara  ImocMns.*' 
aht  aaU.  *')  wu  ao  tfalOad  to  be  om  nm* 
— I can't  ballava  l*m  teck  again,  fm  not 
•ora  whal  our  chancat  ol  wbailng  va. 
thwe  la  a long  w«r  lo  ga  But  atmtoer 
tMngt  have  happened  baeiiaa  wa  won  h 
Hat  yew." 


man 

proves 


he  can 


Tfilllem  rotlieriiiQliiRii 
ki  Nogentesur-Olsa 


The  mai/Iot  Jaune  is 
never  won  easily,  even 
in  the  flat  opening  week. 
When  France’s  Fied6ric  Mon- 
cassin  finally  pulled  the  cov- 
eted garment  over  bis 
shoulders  yesterday,  his  ex- 
pression bore  as  much  relief 
as  Joy  ttiat  a fiuught  36-hour 
hunt  for  the  Tour's  golden 
fleece  had  finally  readied  a 
happy  conclusion. 

As  the  peloton  entered  the 
dead  straight  final  two  kilo- 
metres, all  Moucassto  had  to 
do  was  finish  in  third  place. 
He  ibud^  hard  for  it  physi- 
cally forcing  the  eventual 
stage  winner  Brik  Zabel  of 
Germany  to  relinquish  pole 
position  in  the  shelter  of 
Maiio  CipoUini,  wizmer  on 
Monday. 

CipoUini  has  already  been 
sanctioned  for  stanilmr  slnjl- 
duggery,  but  unlike  71 
ia>  Moncassin  is  playing  on 
home  soil  and  .this  will  be 
ignored. 

The  ge-ysaixild  Zabel  took 
two  stages  last  year  and  said: 
“I  was  a bit  lu^.  It  was  eas- 
ier for  me  last  year  because 
nobody  knew  who  I was.  It’s 
also  more  difiicult  for  me  to 
win  stages  this  year  as  my 
first  duty  is  to  help  CTelekom 
team  leader]  Bjame  Riis." 

Once  the  (^rman  made  his 
winning  effort,  all  Moncassin 
had  to  do  to  grab  thizd  place 
was  hang  onto  foe  back  wheel 
of  tile  Italian  as  he  attempted 
to  come  on  terms. 

The  gaunt-feeed  Tonloiasain 
sprinter  maison  house  fest- 
man  as  it  were  — in  Chris 
Boardman’s  GAN  team  put 
himself  in  tile  frame  witii  vic- 
tory in  Sunday’s  opoiing  road 
stage  in  the  Netherlands. 
Until  the  Tour  reaches  the 
mountains  fiTiiuii  sprints 
intermediate  sprints  carry 
bonffications  »-  a number  (if 
seconds  deducted  from  a 
rider’s  overall  time. 

Moncassin  landed  25 
seconds  on  Sunday  and  with 
plenty  more  on  offer  on  Mon- 
day 1^  accession  to  the  maii- 
loc  jaune  was  seen  as  a for- 
mality. In  feet  the  ONCE 
team  of  Alex  ZQlle,  winner  of 
Saturday's  prologue,  were 
posttively  willizig  the  French- 
man to  relieve  them  of  the 
responaibijity  and  physical 
effi^  of  holding  the  lead.  At 
this  stage  they  view  the  yel- 
low Jersey  as  essentially  a dis- 
tractiou  from  the  greater  task 
of  taking  on  Miguel  Indurain 
whirii  begins  when  tiie  race 
enters  tiie  Alps  on  Friday. 

But  on  Monday  zt  all  went 
wrong.  "We  gave  him  tiie  Jer- 
sey on  aplate,"  said  an  ONCE 
rider.  M^be,  but  Moncassin 
was  too  ^ttery  to  accept  it 
His  nerve  foiled,  he  made  ele- 
mentary erron  at  key  mo- 
ments ended  tha  day  a 
singte.  painful  second  behind 
ZuUe.  That  he  was  also  a 
sin^  point  behind  the  Czech 
Rei^xhlic’s  Jan  Svorada  in  the 
battie  for  the  green  jers^ 
merely  added  to  tiie  agony. 

Moncassin’s  spell  in  yeDow 
is  unlikely  to  bsyemd 

Friday,  but  it  is  relief  for 
Chris  Rnai-rfman  gt^ho  iS  UOW 
under  no  pressure  to  gai" 
eariy  publicity  and  can  con- 
centrate on  his  long-term  ob- 
' jective  of  finishing  this  Tour. 

I Like  most  of  the  RaM.  the 
Whral  ri^  is  already  todlng 
, tile  strain  of  four  days  racing 
in  wind  and  rain.  Yesterday 
he  complained  of  ankle.pain 
and  a ^est  infectioii  even  be- 
fore the  peloum  rode  out 
across  the  plains  of  the 
Somme  in  half  a gale,  spring- 
like chill  and  the  odd 
tiiunderstonn. 

There  is  no  shelter  frmn 
the  elements  in  northern 
France,  where  only  church 
steeples  and  water  towers 
break  the  skyline  among  the 
cornfields  and  occasional  war 
cemeteries. 

Ihe  thought  of  another  day 
attempting  to  stay  uplift  was 
too  much  for  Itafa^s  Enrico 
Zalna,  who  finished  second  in 
bis  hrwnfl  tOUT  last  mCHlfil' 
was  regarded  as  a dark  horse 
for  tha  mountains  b»e.  The 
Bresclan  will  not  even  see  the 
Alps,  and  he  wiU  probably  not 
be  the  only  casualty. 

Today’s  stage:  Soissons  to  lac 
deMadirte  (I4S  mOes). 


Match  point. . .Steffi  Grafin  jnhUant  mood  after  overwheiming  Jana  NdvotnaToujaeoNs 
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Weekly 
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WIMBLEDON:  CHAMPION  ON  COURSE  FOR  REPEAT  FINAL  WITH  SANCHEZ  VlCARiO 


Graf  earns 
date  with 
Japanese 
giantkiller 


Stephen  Bieriey 

on  an  intriguing  clash 
of  styles  in  prospect 
for  the  semi-finals 


An  overwhelming 
fbrce  of  seemingly 
unstoppable  power 
is  driving  Ste&i  Graf 
towards  her  seventh 
Wimbledon  title.  In  her  quar- 
ter-final against  Jana 
Novotna  yesterday  it  seemed 
as  if  a mj^ty  wind  blew  be- 
hind ei'er>'  one  of  the  Ger- 
man's shote. 

liie  No.  6 seed  was  lifted  off 
her  feet  and  dumped  in  a 
crumpled,  tangled  heap  on 
Centre  Court,  losing  8-3. 6-2. 

Three  >-ears  ago  Novotna 
wept  tears  of  grief  and  fhis- 
tration  in  this  arena  after  los- 
ing to  Graf  in  an  epic  Tmal. 
On  that  occasion  the  Czech  let 
slip  a 4-1  lead  in  the  final  set 
and  sank  her  distraught  head 
on  the  Duchess  of  Kent’s 
shoulder. 

A ti^t  and  complex  con- 
test had  been  e.xpected  again 
yesterday  but  as  hard  as 
Novotna  tried  she  could  never 
get  into  the  match,  such  was 
Grafs  implacable  power  and 
determination. 

Novotna  searched  with  In- 
creasing desperation  to  build 
a riiythm.  to  do  something 
that  might  hurt  the  reigning 
Wimbledon  champion.  But  it 
was  never  to  be. 


The  Czech  has  wonderful 
talent  and  touch,  with  a feline 
ability  to  stalk  the  net  and 
pounce.  Graf  knew  this  well 
enough  and  gave  her  scarcely 
a chance  to  toove  forward.  I 
The  German’s  returns  were  of  i 
such  quality  and  depth 
Novotna  was  time  and  again 
li^  stranded  on  Qie  basi^e. 

In  tomorrow’s  semi-finals 
Graf  will  meet  Kimiko  Date, 
one  of  only  two  women  to 
have  beaten  her  this  year,  the 
other  being  Martina  Hingis. 

The  defeat  by  Date  came  in 
Tokj'o,  during  the  Fed  Cup, 
and  reverberated  around  the 
\ tennis  world.  Graf  lost  12-10 
I hi  the  third  set.  baling  won 
I all  her  previous  sis  meetings 
: with  the  Japanese  idayer. 

Date  lost  the  first  set  yester 
' day  to  France’s  Mary  Pierce, 
as  she  had  to  the  No.  3 seed 
Conchita  Martinez  late  on 
M<mday.  There  is  a limpet- 
like determination  to  Date’s 
play,  and  as  much  as  Pierce 
crashed  and  bashed  she  could 
not  move  the  immovable, 
eventually  dashing  herself  to 
fragments. 

'Hiis  will  be  the  !&year-old 
Date’s  third  Grand  Slam 
semi-final  and  her  first  on 
grass.  Tte  only  other  Japa- 
nese to  reach  this  stage  here 
was  Giro  Satoh  in  1933  in  the 
men's  singles. 

Superficially.  Date  a^giears 
totally  innocuous  with  a ser- 
vice action  that  would  reduce 
most  coaches  to  quiet  despair. 
Yet  her  tenacity  is  second  to 
none  and  she  managg  to  keep 


Majestic  Sampras  marches  on,  page 
Boardman^s  team-mate  in  yeitow,  paggjg^„^.__;_ 
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her  flat  ground  strokes  espe- 
cially low. 

The  more  power  her  oppo- , 
nent  generates  the  better  Date  ' 
likes  It;  Pierce’s  weight  of| 
shot  can  be  remarkable  but  i 
there  is  little  or  no  flexibility  | 


to  her  game.  ^ comparison, 
her  concentration  span  would 
make  a leech  of  a butterfly. 

For  the  first  set  her  game 
held  together;  in  this  form  it 
was  possible  to  believe  she 
teaUy  did  win  the  Australian 


ftone  Bnes  atE  opai  Sanvgpm  Mon-Fn  am  10anr2m>  lanjBi  by  Midland  Bar*  pic. 
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Vanessa. 


[ Open  last  year.  Thereafter  It 
I seemed  a tale  somebody  had 
I made  up  in  Melbourne  and 
j fed  to  a gullible  world. 

Date,  who  won  eventually 
' 3-6,  6-^  6-1  is  reminiscent  of 
Inspector  Ciouseau’s  servant 
Rato,  who  springs  from  un- 
likely hiding  places  when 
least  expected.  It  was  possible 
to  imagine  Kerce  sboatmg 
“not  now.  Date”  as  the  Japa- 
nese, barely  visible  over  toe 
net,  jumped  on  a service  or 
return  and  smacked  it  back 
with  interest 

“She  doesn't  make  many 
mistakes  but  does  nothing 
special.’'  said  Pierce,  which 
many  would  feel  is  an  apt  de- 
scription of  Arantxa  Sanchez 
Vicario.  Yet  it  appears  in- 
creasingly likely  the  Spaniard 
will  play  Graf  in  the  nnal.  a 
repeat  of  last  year,  when  toe 
German  won  an  absorbing , 
match  4-6, 6-1. 7-5. 

Judith  Wiesaer,  playing  I 
her  first  Grand  Slam  quarter- 1 
final,  made  a wonderful  start  I 


taking  a 4-3  lead  against  San- 
chez Vicario  to  the  first  set 
with  an  array  of  deep  ground 
shots  and.  on  occasions, 
sharp  volleys. 

As  ever  Sanchez  t'icario. 
the  No.  4 seed,  scramble  and 
chased  with  increasing  enep 
gy  and  the  drip.  drip,  drip  of 
pressure  began  to  erode  the 
Austrian's  confidence.  She 
was  to  lose  toe  next  10  games. 
Sanchez  Vicario  winning 
6-0. 

In  the  semi-finals  she  will 
meet  Meredith  McGrath, 
who.  like  Wiesner,  was  play- 
I tog  in  her  first  Grand  Slain 
quarter-final.  Maiy'  Joe  Fer-  i 
nandez,  the  No.  9 seed,  ricked 
her  back  in  practice  during 
the  morning  and  McGrath, 
who  won  the  Edgbaston  tour- 
nament this  year,  ran  out  a 
comfortable  6-3.  6-1  winner. 
McGrath  has  met  Sanchez 
Vicario  only  twice  before,  los- 
ing both  times. 

Today,  of  course,  all  eyes 
will  be  on  Tim  Henman. 


Vincent  Hanna 

IH.AD  supper  with  Quentin 
last  n^t.  He  is  a mandarin 
in  l\itiieliall  who  pulls  the 
strings  of  the  mighti-.  I had 
asked  for  help  with  the  Old 
Ozymandians  cricket  club, 
which  is  in  bad  shape.  He  said 
he  could. 

Quentin  has  been  busy 
lately  sordng  out  Northern 
Irelmd  and  briefing  Tony 
Blair's  team.  “How,”  I asked, 
"do  you  cope  with  the  con- 
stant threat  of  \ioIence?” 

“One  gets  used  to  it”  he 
said,  “and  Nortoem  Iceland 
wasn’t  too  bad  either.  ” 

Old  Ozymandians  is  typical 
thousands  of  tiny  sports 
clubs  around  toe  country  In 
finding  it  hard  to  make  ends 
meet.  “ do  you  want  the 
mmiey  for?”  asked  Quentin. 

“We’d  like  a shed  for  the 
I roller,  a new  urinal  and  an 
iKrtension  to  toe  pa\T]ion  to 
bfuild  a bar." 

"What's  the  pavilion  like 
now?”  he  asked.  “Like  a urinal 
with  a roller  to  it,"  I said. 

“1  have  good  news  and  bad 
news.”  said  Quentin.  “You  can 
apply  for  lotteiy' money — 
that’s  toe  good  news.  The  bad 
news  is  that  you  are  unl^ely  l 
to  get  any.  and  even  if  you  did 
It  would  cost  you  money." 

He  expla  toed  tha  t an  exten- 
sion to  our pavilion  would  in- 
crease the  rateable  value  of 
our  premises  and  therefore 
our  rates.  “That's  bad,"  I saiui. 

'Tr-might  be  good."  said 
Quentin.  “Under  Section  47  oT 
the  1988  Act.  local  authorities 
may  grant  relief  up  to  100  per 
cent  to  non-profit-making 
bodies.  Are  your  facilities 
made  available  to  all  sections 
of  the  community?” 

“The  club  excludes  women, 
Jews  and  hairdressers.” 

“Why  hairdressers?"  asked 
Quentin. 

"That  was  a joke.”  I said; 
funny  how  it  always  works 
w j to  certain  Establishment 
types.  “So  we’re  all  right 
^n?" 

"Not  necessarily.”he  said. 
"It’s  a discretionary  power. 

The  local  council  can  recover 
Toper  cent  of  the  money  from 
the  Government  But  some 
can't  or  won’t  fork  up  for  ‘elit- 
ist’ clubs,  especially  to  toe  ur- 
ban areas.  It's  all  in  a CCPR 
survey.”  He  showed  me. 

Councils  to  Tyne  and  Wear 
help  73  clubs,  the  West  Mid- 
lands 129.  But  Lincolnshire 
ga  ve  exemption  to  338,  and 


even  Norfolk  managed  186. 
"Does  this  mem  that  affiant 

areas  tend  to  help  moreT 

"Of  course.”  said  Quenlin. 
"Did  not  John  Major  himself 
sav."  I asked,  "that  local 
sports  clubs  have  vital  roles  to 
play  to  the  sport  inR  develop- 
ment of  young  people?” 

"Yes  lie  did.  and  so  the>' 
have." 

"Then  why  can’t  th^‘  ha\e 
some  public  mtmey  ?"  I a^ed. 

Quentin  looked  puzzled. 

‘Tm  Sony.  7 don't  follow 
thaL" 

Then  he  perked  up:  “HI  tell 
vou  what,  why  not  apply  for 

cbaritablestatus?  You  get  80 
per  cent  relief  frpm  rates,  and 
massire  tax  savings  too." 

NOW  North  Tawton 
Rugby  Club  are  tak- 
ing the  Charit>‘  Com- 
missioners to  court 
for  tiiming  don*n  just  such  an 
application. 

The  case  is  backed  by  the 
RFU  and  rai^t  stand  a 
chance,  given  toe  state  of  a 
law  that  can  make  Oxford 
Skating  l%ink  a charity  but 
turns  down  Birchfieid  Harri- 
ers; which  classifies  multi- 
sports clubs  as  charitable  but 
not  a single-sport  cltib. 

"That's  gD(^."  I said. 

"No.  that's  bad."  said  Quen- 
tin. "If  North  Tawton  wins  it 
udU  cost  the  Treasury  mil- 
lions. and  we  simply  cannot 
permit  toat  sort  of  thing." 

I began  to  feel  that  combina- 
tion ofimpotent  rage  and  inad- 
^tiacy  that  Quentin  instills 
to  ministers.  "You  are  sup- 
posed to  know  all  the  smart 
answers,”  I whinged.  “Vou 
said  you  could  help." 

"I  do  and  I can.'*  he  purred. 

“I  have  two  suggestions. 

I Firstly.  1 take  it  that  toe  Old 
0z>*mandian5  club  is  in 
! Scotland?” 

"You  know  perfectly  well  it 
is  in  Kent” 

He  waved  airUy.  "A  techni- 
cal detail.  For  the  purposes  crf^ 
this  idea.  It  la  in  Scotland.” 

He  leaned  forward ; “The 
Local  Government  (etc)  (Scot- 
land) Act  1994.  takes  hunting 
estates  off  the  valuation  roU. 
Invite  a few  friends  to  the  club 
to  shoot  pheasants,  and  say 
you’re  in  Perthshire." 

I was  firm.  “Sorr>'  Quentin. 

I am  opposed  to  aU  blood 
sports  except  politics.  Have 
you  anything  else?" 

"Certainly.”  he  beamed.  "1 
suggest  you  buy  half-a-dozen 
sheep,  graze  them  on  the 
pitch,  and  have  the  pa\*ilion 
re-classified  as  an  agricul- 
tural hereditament  within  the 
meaning  of  Schedule  5 of  toe 
Local  (jovemment  Finance 
Act  1988.  You'd  pay  no  rates." 
“Will  it  work?”  I asked. 

"It  did  for  me,”  he  said. 

“The  Old  (}zymandians  are 
forever  in  your  debt,"  I gaii^ 
“Look  on  my  worte  and  de- 
spair,"said  Quentin. 


Vanessa’s  just  insured 
the  contents  of  her  home 
for  £10.20  a month. 

She  did  it  by  calling 


Vanessa^  just  bought  her  first  home. 
When  she  realised  that  she  needed 
contents  insurance,  she  rang  Midland  and 
got  some  good  adwce  about  the  level  of 
cover  that  was  right  for  her.  We  also  gave 
her  an  extreme  competitive  quote,  which 
must  have  sounded  good  to  \ten8ssa, 
because  she  accepted  it  If  you've  got  a 
house  that  needs  insuring,  why  not  call  us 
now  on  0800  277  377  far  a free  quotation? 
And  remember  a copy  of  the  policy 
document  giving  full  details  of  cover, 
is  available  dn  request 


:W-* 

MIDLAND 

The  Listening  Bank 
MmbrHSBC  4ZK 


.^O 

empire  also 
takes  in 
hotels, 
holidays, 
airships, 

DIRECT 

V ■ ■■  I.  w ■ agency 

and  a stake  in 
the  Channel 
TUnnel 
railway, 
Eurostar. 

It  spreads  like 
an  exploding 
star,  but  like 
astrophysics, 
eveii^ing 
isn’t  ail  as 
it  seems. 

Inside  Story 


No  20,695 

sSt  by  iffaucaria 


□ n □ □ o 
nsacanna 
B □ Q n n 

□□□□□tan  □□0Q[10q 
D n Lj  H n n n 
□□□DQ  BQBHDQnQo 

DiiniigD0B|  gognl 
□D0E3nn0  mBonnal 


Across 

1 Line  up  for  sport  I have  with 
a curl  that's  wanton  (9) 
e Appearance  to  turn  into 
obligation  (5) 

9 Draw  Ireland  and  go  round 
In  1 7 for  a scorcher  with  lots 
of  spectators  (8.7) 

10,21  Dishonesty  followed  by 
the  honest  is  ready  to  be 
read  (4.4) 

11  Itis  outside  the  pale  to 
quench  a thirst  for  baltet  (4.4) 
1 4 Fruit  drink  takes  in  one  quiet 
man  in  the  suburbs, 
perhaps  (9) 

I IS  Area  for  propaganda  (5) 

I 16  Somefireworitsinthe 
proper  month  (5) 

18  Prisoner  of  the  French  in 
support  of  ancient  court  (9) 
20  Little  boy  with  never  an 
ancient  court  (8) 


21  See  10 

as  Final  offer— umbrella 
problem  on  British 
morning?  f4,2,2.5.2) 

26  Capped  person  to  demand 

Paymei\t  from  church  (5) 

27  Church  to  negate  the  left- 
wing  soui  of  France  (5,4) 

Down 

1 Rich  on  a pound?  No  ' 
chance)  (5) 

a River  comes  In  close  after 
Christmas  (3,4) 

3^  Writer  to  draw  a country 
(8) 

5 A lawyer  in  a thousand 

workers  on  line 

6 Clarity  Is  customary  in  a 
cluenO) 

7 Pub  lawyers  first  with  3 4 (7) 
a Sports  car,  p^haps,  or  we 

State  otherwise  (9) 


ia  A pupil  (one  with  two  head^ 
broke  the  ice  (10) 

13  Nwinal  of  12,  ground 
to  18  part  2 (10) 

14  Sortoffixer.  a breeding- 
ground  for  journalists?  (5-4) 

17  UtUaboyholcRngstretchn- 
is  a plant  (7) 

19  Bath  time?  Time  flies  (7) 

22  In  solution  it  remains 
saltpetre  (5) 

' Solution  tomorrow 

O Stuck?  Then  cat  our  solutions  line 

on  oeei  338  S38.  Calls  cost  SSp  per 

rrdn.  cheap  rate,  4Sp  per  min  at  all 

other  tlme&.  Service  suppfed  by  ATS 
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